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The effects and results of the establishment of Western schools in
the educational and upbringing structure of Iran during the Qajar
period

Abstract

In the Qajar era, the education system entered a new stage of change and
development in the educational structure, which was significantly
different from the previous era. The formation of modern educational
institutions in Iran took shape as the emergence of the educational reform
movement in the Qajar era; as the history of the establishment of Western
educational institutions and schools in Iran dates back to the nineteenth
century and the Qajar era. Part of the entry of educational institutions into
Iran during the Qajar era was overshadowed by the establishment of
Western schools. Therefore, the modern educational system in Iran was
not unrelated to Western countries. During this period, important schools
were established under the auspices of Western countries, including
France, Germany, England, Russia and the United States, for example;
The French schools (Alliance and Lazarist schools) are noteworthy. The
main question is what are the main reasons for the establishment of many
schools in the Qajar period and what effects could they have on the
structure of education and training as well as Iranian society? The
hypothesis of the problem is based on the fact that Western countries such
as France, Russia, England, and America needed a deep influence in order
to attract elites and politicians and implement their colonial policies in
Iran, which was possible through the training of forces under their
command. Accordingly, they tried to pursue this goal by establishing
schools. In this study, the role of Western schools in the educational and
training structure of Iran during the Qajar era has been examined using a
descriptive-analytical method. The findings show that part of the effects
of such schools is the possibility of education for girls of religious
minorities and their separation from Muslims. Also, encouraging the
presence of women in schools and modeling teaching methods and
compiling textbooks are other goals of Western schools in the country.

Keywords: Western schools, education, training, Iran, Qajar period



