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Abstract

The concentration of economic opportunities in urban areas and the lack of amenities and services in rural
areas and small towns have led to a massive influx of population into urban centers. Spatial inequality, uneven
distribution of urban services, and concentration of facilities in certain areas of cities are among the most
significant consequences of unplanned urbanization. Examining spatial urban justice is a fundamental task for
achieving sustainable urban development. One of the primary examples of spatial injustice and inequality in
cities is the existence of deprived urban neighborhoods. Therefore, identifying deprived neighborhoods with a
spatial justice approach is a worthy topic for discussion and research in metropolitan cities worldwide,
particularly in developing countries like Iran. This study examines the spatial pattern of urban service
distribution with the aim of identifying deprived neighborhoods using spatial analysis methods in the city of
Rasht. Initially, nine types of primary urban services and land uses in Rasht were identified. Next, a geographic
database was created for the research indicators. The indicators, or urban land uses, were point layers in GIS
software. To analyze the data, the study area was divided into 2800 pixels, and the services available in each
pixel were evaluated. Spatial autocorrelation and hot spot analysis methods were used to analyze the
information and examine the spatial distribution pattern of urban land uses in the study area. According to the
results, hot spots were mainly formed in the central parts and, to some extent, in the northern and western areas
of the city. Cold spots were formed in the southern parts of the city. The research findings showed that the
distribution of land uses in Rasht follows a concentrated and polarized pattern.
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