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(Case study: Mashhad)
Abstract

Elderliness, if possible, is an undeniable part of people's lives, and consequently requires planning by
the city managers. Due to the increasing rate of aging in Iran, according to official statistics, planning
for this stage, is just as important as other stages of social life. The connection between tourism and
elderliness creates a special type of tourism called elderly tourism. Tourism development, especially
elderly tourism, is one of the solutions for developing countries such as Iran to overcome Single-
product economy issue. Regarding to social limits for young tourists, planning for elderly tourists
seems to be important. The purpose of this study is to investigate the impact of experience economy
indicators on the development of elderly tourism in Mashhad. This study in order to achieve the goal
uses a combination of library information and confirmatory factor analysis. The statistical population of
this study is elderly tourists, both domestic and foreign, who have chosen Mashhad for tourism. Based
on Cochran's formula, YA¢ questionnaires were prepared and the analysis reveal that among the
indicators defined for the development of elderly tourism, the experience economy, as the newest type
of economy, can act as a driving force to help elderly tourism. The city of Mashhad, due to its special
location and conditions, has the potential to accept elderly tourists and serious planning to attract this
type of tourists, both domestic and foreign. Scientific results from the analysis indicate that experience
economy indicators have a positive effect on the development of elderly tourism in Mashhad and
elderly tourism planning for Mashhad based on experience economy indicators will lead to significant
growth and development of tourism in Mashhad.

Keywords: Elderliness, Tourism, Experience economy, Mashhad city
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