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The Effect of Green Belts in Controlling Urban Growth (Case
Study: Mashhad City)

Abstract

The lack of response of the urban environment to the issues arising from urbanization
developments has caused the privacy of cities to be exposed to invasion. By examining the
actions of various cities in the world in the field of controlling peri-urban areas, the green
belt is considered as the most successful solution for protecting the peripheral lands of
urban areas. In recent years, urban sprawl has been a key issue in urban planning and policy-
making to overcome its destructive effects. The present study aims to investigate the effect
of the green belt in controlling the growth of the privacy of the city of Mashhad. The present
study is of the type of application and its method is descriptive-analytical. Field data
collection was carried out through the Delphi technique and the snowball method, 20 elites
related to the subject were determined as the statistical population. Collection of possible
scenarios was carried out through semi-structured interviews with 5 expert experts. The
findings show that, based on the analysis and comparison of aerial photographs during the
years 1372, 1382 and 1402, urban constructions are about 435 hectares, which has not been
the same as the development of green space and has led to the digestion of villages in the
Harim and also urban flooding. Using the output of the Scenario Wizard software, the
desired scenario with a compatibility of 169% includes elements of tourism development
with full exploitation of the green belt and restrictions on urban development, preservation
and development of agricultural lands in the north, east and west directions, development
of green space in all directions of the city and reduction of runoff, public participation in
the exploitation of private lands in the creation of a green belt, facilitating access for
villagers and tourism development.

Keywords: urban space, urban green belt, urban sprawl, Mashhad city.
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