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Exploring the concept of good governance in the metropolis of Ahvaz

Introduction

Throughout the history of planning and policy-making, the shift in focus from government to
governance has led to the acceptance of the role of all stakeholders in planning and decision-
making. This type of interaction emphasizes the creation of spaces for dialogue, knowledge
exchange, problem-based cooperation, and shared strategy between political and
administrative elites and those affected by the outcomes of government. Although these
spaces may not be inclusive and democratic, they are an arena for coalition building and
bargaining between different elites from government, economy, and civil society (Agarian et
al., 1403: 52). A review of urban management experiences in the world, especially in
developed countries, shows that in recent decades, the management system has changed from
a modernist and project-oriented form, in other words, an authoritarian urban government, to
involving the public, the private sector, and civil society in urban planning and management,
that is, urban governance. Also, with the increasing growth and development of urbanization
in recent decades in our country, it is necessary to adopt a new approach to solve problems
and challenges called good urban governance (Khomjani et al., 1401: 80).

Research Method

The present article is applied in terms of purpose and is conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. Library and field studies were used to collect data. The research data are
the result of a survey study in the metropolis of Ahvaz and its main tool is a questionnaire
whose validity was confirmed by experts and experts. The reliability of the research was also
confirmed by Cronbach's alpha coefficient, which was more than 70 for different parts of the
questionnaire. The statistical population of the research is experts. Therefore, in this article,
using documentary studies, indicators of good urban governance (approved by the United
Nations and the World Bank) such as participation, effectiveness and efficiency, political
stability and fight against corruption, access to information, legality and social justice; Based
on snowball sampling technique, 27 experts were provided with the data. Data and
information were analyzed using Kolmogorov-Smirnov, one-sample t-test, Wilcoxon, using
SPSS software.

Data and Methods

Based on the findings from Table 1, the degree of skewness and skewness of some research
indicators are in the numerical range (x1). These results indicate the symmetry of the
exponent and the mean as well as the normal distribution of the data in terms of description.
The degree of skewness in the variable of good urban governance was 0.034. Also, its degree
of skewness was 0.23. For the research indicators, the degree of skewness was in the
numerical range of 0.1 to 0.62, which indicated the symmetry of the exponent and the mean.
In this context, the degree of skewness was also in the numerical range of 0.06 to 0.88, which
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indicates the data is skewed. The significance level of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was
obtained for the indicators of participation (value: 0.2), effectiveness and efficiency (value:
0.118), access to information (value: 0.2), legality (value: 0.131), social justice (value: 0.12)
and also the concept of urban governance (value: 0.2). The higher significance levels than
0.05 indicate the normality of the research indicators. Based on this test, the political stability
and anti-corruption index had a significance level of 0.000, which was not normal. Therefore,
based on the results obtained from the above tests, parametric tests will be used for normal
indicators, and non-parametric tests will be used for the political stability and anti-corruption
index in the evaluation of its status.

The t-statistic for the concept of good urban governance was -11.74 at a significance level of
p<0.01, the average value of the relevant index was 1.84, which was lower than the average
level. Also, the t-statistic for the participation index (-12.25) with a mean of 1.84,
effectiveness and efficiency (-6.58) with a mean of 2.09, access to information (-11.45) with
a mean of 1.84, legality (-13.28) with a mean of 1.81, and social justice had a t-statistic of -
14.18 with a mean of 1.57. The results were obtained at a significance level of p<0.01, which
indicated that the average of the research indicators was lower than the average level.
Therefore, the concept of good governance in the metropolis of Ahvaz is in an unfavorable
situation. The worst situation can be mentioned for the social justice index, whose mean is
lower than other research indicators.

Conclusion

A review of urban management experiences in the world, especially in developed countries,
shows that in recent decades, the management system has changed from a modernist and
project-oriented form, in other words, an authoritarian urban government, to involving
people, the private sector, and civil society in urban planning and management, namely urban
governance. Also, with the increasing growth and development of urbanization in recent
decades in our country, it is necessary to adopt a new approach to solve problems and
challenges called good urban governance. Moving towards good governance standards with
the aim of ensuring the sustainability of human development should be considered as a
requirement. The purpose of the present study was to analyze the concept of good urban
governance in the Ahvaz metropolis. The results of the study showed that the state of good
urban governance in the Ahvaz metropolis is in an unfavorable situation. The Ahvaz
metropolis needs a more dynamic urban management system in order to increase its
effectiveness in the field of good urban governance. Therefore, citizen participation in the
urban management programs of the Ahvaz metropolis is of increasing importance.

Keywords: Metropolis, Good Governance, Ahvaz.

YYo



YVo-YYV =30 NEd J:'."L.’. oY O)L.q.\.: AR 09> 4J.@.~.MA:’ J?-U L;GBL.A\ J‘JT cmb 4@[:3‘# rjl& 4\.L>|-.A et

&bo

A 03 Sad ot 2l S eGSOl oL VYD) Ha el ol e g b s s )5 )
AeEA L0V 0 S bl oLl ae Sldlas Sl

srlow slanl e 5l o Se (1 wle r olias (o S Los (V80 Y) L Lzl ol | aSiie st el aadole (g Y
No-YE (ONY Lad Lol e mlel alaes 3lpal g 20 1655 50 anlllas L

Sl 3L 55 s d ot als S slasls Cands s (60T She ole (e ol il ¥
AL (Y) YA LSl g5 5 Lo (aalel (015 VA adaie bl dloes 1655 50 andllas) (6 14 055

Shanlo, slml 3 (6 3 O olo WS slaadse 5815 .(VEY) Lo, S8 L et s e 3135 pail
V=Y LAY g5l 2 s Wi e @i (Sl el 1930 andllas) agiednl 5,505, b oS

O, IS 53 s Ot alo eSS Gy s (VE0)) lge ,(.:l;'- T V2N WP P R WSO ,ij'- .0
A=YE LYY b L3l i (slaiasss

St o s S ke Lo (V801) o35l (sl bl sk (s ol s 0 Sled Sl A
VA-AE (VI (Ll (Ol 5 Ve 5 Y Gble is3) 50 anllas)

bl 2 Ol 53 5 e oSl il 5 o O80)) e 05 e e e 5Olab SOl 5 Y
AV-AY JEONY 6l adee (655 4l 5 ode anldiab .(GJSJ.@J::JN)J{ Syse Ksel) s ol WS la et ls
s oS 5 i e OV B0 Y) el ey g 5 A, S 08 K05, e 305 03l (g5 dees 4($3553 A
28l 4l ane 5 5 LBl g (gt g tandlans s go G 503) (6 MalL IS0 5 035w b slacdl s dstlite Al 3 3 (5 e
NEV=VTAL(T)Y)

3505 b gt g G Copde old il Q6D el e e 3l S Il S 505 A
A=10 (0T, Sldl lilar sledasly o ol eS

oS 4 ALt e sl ol s n (VE0Y) desl sl g 5 sl S ol ams ek 0
BIWV-ETY (el o3 Y (51 il (5505 ) Ly aalibeah (oot 55390 anlliae) (556 o llas

SIS any 53 5 ed Cslae oy S B LOET) da olalS 5 i Lell S S sags Obeses )
YAV Y JONA L, elaz anw g5 Olione g3 Sl LelJISU glacsl

O3 5 S5l om0 als oS (sl SV 80T e (5 815 haas ol 5L ol DL Ble Y
ALY OT) Y elans ] Bl (g3 00l sla tags

claadlie 5U bl s ol L0FAQ) e, She 5 3lpmdeme , 3 JolS 55 g, olis, y Ao deses 1S 55 Y

Y= PV e Las Ll s Jiil.aia\.lew.ﬁjgfgﬁi;)%); Sladlas [ils Co pie 5 Gy Sk 5l (g ,ed ol oS

Yy1



YVo-YYV =30 NEd J:'."L.’. oY O)L.Q.\.: AR 09> c.L@.w.A:’ J?-U L;é)’\-w\ J‘JT cm\é 4@[:3‘]9 rjl& 4\.L>ue et

CLG\ Q\.,\.:.A P LgLAL.a.Bg;:A“S;LE)\ LgLAJJ\A\) O.ij.x; c(\i")dﬂL}; MA.:.: ey ,Qk:.:l.a‘) éwki ok ,Jﬁ&i}:ﬁ NE

\‘/\‘\— L(YV)O L&:““J.‘)‘LZ‘}"‘(.;}}J}"KIJC‘}J&‘L;J‘@";' AJ\JJTJ} @‘j‘}&)ﬁﬁ)ﬁ,\;tﬁl{)ﬁj@ \V eb aJLij&:w}
AN

Sl eiS 2l 03 e 2l oS Gl s assednl L(VEY) L0550 s b, daas deda 03 Gdases O
VA OV E gl wilaie (g5 asl ke woldsd (Gloal g 2SS 1gn g0 andlias) o Ol AST L ol

S GBS 53 S e oS S B e OYAY) el e oS s samme o )T e, (She AT
AA LY sl g L35l .Glal e 165,50 arlllas) 51l

o aSe eyt Cuxsy e (VE0Y) sl 0L 5 L5, Slsds Sdomes sdemedens 45525050 )Y
VoVo N, ol s anl o (Olia g 8553 3L anlllan 55 50) (e o S1L Lo T 35U 5 s o
AYA

555055 b Ol e (S il e el 06T s e ons o 308 5 LS L olael lasms 555 1A

A=NNY OV SIS anv 55 (S50 4l 5 .S 45 s ols S

19.Bajracharya, B. & Khan, S. (2020). Urban governance in Australia: a case study of Brishane City.
In New Urban Agenda in Asia-Pacific (pp. 225-250). Springer, Singapore.

20.Chatwin, M., & Arku, G. (2019). Smart and Open Urban Governance in Africa. In Smart Economy
in Smart African Cities (pp. 371-392). Springer, Singapore.

21.Corodescu-Rosca, E., Hamdouch, A., & Iatu, C. (2023). Innovation in urban governance and
economic resilience. The case of two Romanian regional metropolises: Timisoara and Cluj Napoca.
Cities, 132(1), 1-11.

22.Frantzeskaki, N. (2022). Bringing transition management to cities: Building skills for transformative
urban governance. Sustainability, 14(2), 650.

23.Keser, L. (2023). Interdependence and Complementarity of a Multi-Dimensional Concept of
Sustainable Development and the Integrated Approach to Urban Governance—Case Study City of
Zagreb. Sustainability Journal. 15(12). 1-19.

24.Sheng, Y. K. (2010). Good urban governance in Southeast Asia. Environment and Urbanization
Asia, 1(2), 131-147.

Yyv



