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Abstract
The book "The Foot That Stayed Behind," which falls under the category of
Sacred Defense literature, aims to analyze this work based on Gérard Genette's
theory, focusing on the characteristics of time, voice, and tone. The research
findings indicate that although the entire work is written in the present tense
and recounts events from the past, the author relies on a retrospective
perspective. In the story analysis, the narrator is in the first person and is one of
the main characters (the hero), who is either present in most events or observes
them. The author does not focus on repetition in this work; instead, he has
utilized occasional narrative frequency to reduce the volume of content and
employed repeated frequency for purposes such as emphasis, necessity, and
importance. The focalizer (Seyed Nasser) observes the story's space from a
limited viewpoint, as his information circle is restricted to the presence of
characters within the story's context.
1)Introduction
Narrative analysis is a newly founded discipline that allows for the examination
of story structures based on existing theories. As a branch of structuralism, it
comprises a set of general rules applicable to narrative genres, governing
systems, and structural frameworks that organize story elements to achieve the
author's intent. Narrative encompasses a wide range and can be verbal or non-
verbal, real or fictional, transient or enduring, and expressed through various
media. Despite shared understandings among narratologists regarding the
essence of narrative, each theorist has attempted to provide a different
interpretation and image of it.
Gérard Genette, a prominent figure in narrative theory, differentiated between
discourse and narrative by enhancing structuralist narratology. He defined
story as a sequence of events in the order they actually occurred and narrative
as the arrangement of events within the text. He distinguishes three levels of
narrative, asserting that these levels interact through three characteristics:
narrative time, voice, and tone (Tolan, 53:1383). The concept of time examines
the relationship between story time and narrative time and identifies the aspects
and degrees of narrative voice. Voice refers to whose observations are presented
in the narrative; thus, in a fictional work, voice encompasses issues related to
distance and perspective. The concept of tone relates to the act of narration by
the narrator and aims to uncover the voice of the story's narrator.

2)Methodology



This study adopts an analytical and descriptive approach to explore two
significant components of Genette's perspective: time and narrative voice in the
novel "The Foot That Stayed Behind," which is among contemporary stories.
3)Background

Various articles have been written based on Genette's theory. For instance, the
article ""Narrative Speed in the Novel "Those Twenty-Three' Based on Genette's
Theory" by Omid Vahdani Faroo discusses factors that increase or decrease
narrative speed concerning selection and omission of time shifts and descriptive
dialogue. More attention can be given to order and temporal shifts.
4)Discussion

In ""The Foot That Stayed Behind," the narrator recounts the memories of
captivity from Seyed Nasser Hosseini Pour through daily notes. The author
emphasizes a retrospective perspective and is one of the main characters in the
story. This study not only presents theoretical foundations but also examines
how the narrator's presence in the story and the temporal sequence of events
are structured, along with a more detailed analysis of time and voice
characteristics.

5) Conclusion

In the analysis of Seyed Nasser Hosseini Pour's daily notes, the narrator is in the
first person, and he (Hosseini Pour) is one of the main characters in the story
(the hero), who is either present in most events or observes them. Although the
narrator recounts the events, during the narration, he deviates from the linear
path of events by shifting towards the past and future, providing an engaging
narrative for the reader. Given that the entire work is written in the present
tense while describing events from the past, the author relies on a retrospective
perspective in terms of time.

By vividly depicting the events that have occurred, the narrator helps the reader
form their own interpretation of the material. This aspect is a strength of the
work. Despite its length, the narrator has managed to present a multi-voiced
text to the reader by showcasing diverse characters and utilizing direct dialogue
among them.

As a result, the voice that the reader perceives from the text is not solely that of
the narrator or the author; it also includes the voices of the characters that both
the narrator and the reader observe together.
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Narrative Analysis of the Novel ""The Foot That Stayed Behind"*
Based on Gérard Genette's Theory

Abstract

The book "The Foot That Stayed Behind,"” which falls under the genre of Sacred
Defense literature, is written by Seyyed Nasir Hosseini Pour. In this work, Hosseini
Pour presents his captivity memories in the form of diary entries. This paper aims to
analyze the mentioned book according to Gérard Genette's theory, focusing on the
characteristics of (time, mood, and tone). The research findings indicate that, since
the entire work is written in the present tense while recounting past events, the author
relies on a retrospective view regarding time. In the story analysis, the narrator is in
the first person and is one of the main characters of the narrative (the hero), who is
either present in most events or observes them.

Repetition is not a focus for the author in this work; instead, he utilizes instances of
recounting to reduce the volume of content and employs repeated recounting for
purposes such as emphasis, necessity, and significance of the matter. The focalizer
(Seyyed Nasir) observes the narrative space from a limited viewpoint, as his circle of
information is confined to the presence of individuals within the story’'s setting.

Keywords: Narrative Analysis, Narrative, Gérard Genette, The Foot That Stayed
Behind
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