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Designing and Validating the Social School Model as a
Neighborhood Educational Hub

Masoumeh Fouladi', Mohammad Jafar Mahdian?", Alireza Faghihi®

Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to design and validate the social school model as a
neighborhood educational hub, providing a suitable conceptual framework for school—
community interaction and enhancing educational and pedagogical processes.

Method: This applied research employed an exploratory mixed-methods approach
(qualitative—quantitative). In the qualitative phase, a phenomenological method was used,
and the population consisted of faculty members and experts in the field of education and
learning, selected through purposive sampling. Eighteen participants were interviewed
until theoretical saturation was reached, and the data were analyzed using open, axial, and
selective coding. In the quantitative phase, for model validation, a descriptive—survey
method was employed. The population included secondary school teachers in Tehran
during the 1401-1402 academic year. Sampling was conducted in two stages: first,
multistage cluster sampling, followed by proportional sampling, resulting in a sample size
of 200. Data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire with 81 items on a
five-point Likert scale, and its content validity was confirmed by experts.

Findings: Data analysis revealed that the neighborhood-oriented school model consists
of four main dimensions: educational leadership, neighborhood-oriented culture,
neighborhood-oriented structure, and neighborhood-oriented teachers. The model
demonstrated acceptable cross-validity, composite reliability, and internal consistency.
Conclusion: Factor analysis results indicated that the designed model possesses the
necessary validity and reliability and can be used as a valid model for neighborhood-
oriented schools.

Keywords: Social school, Education, Neighborhood, School
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