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Abstract

The present study was conducted to investigate the role of school-based STEAM
education in revitalizing skill-based commercial capacities in tourism regions. The
research adopted a qualitative approach and was carried out using thematic analysis.
The participants included experts in STEAM-based curriculum studies and tourism
specialists, with 11 individuals selected through purposive sampling until theoretical
saturation was achieved. To calculate reliability, four interview samples were
randomly selected from the total interviews, each coded within a ten-day interval,
resulting in a reliability score of %88 using the reliability percentage formula. Data
coding revealed three main themes along with 27 sub-themes. The main theme of
curriculum and teaching-learning strategies included 14 sub-themes: raising student
awareness, motivating students, knowledgeable and experienced teachers, assessment,
strategies, duration of education, inviting professors and experts, fostering
commitment and attachment to the local community, skill development, enhancing art
and aesthetics, teaching social relationships, culturalization, emphasizing creativity
and innovation, and critical orientation. The main theme of preservation and protection
of tourism regions comprised seven sub-themes: identifying regional talents and
capacities, valuing indigenous knowledge, promoting sustainable tourism, preserving
and promoting local customs, supporting elites, environmental conservation, and
protecting natural and historical heritage. The main theme of action included six sub-
themes: leveraging opportunities, utilizing modern technology, harnessing social
media, attracting investment, providing facilities and infrastructure, and collaboration
among relevant individuals and institutions.

Keywords: STEAM-Based Education, Business Capacities, Skills, Tourism Areas.
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