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Abstract:

Purpose: Leadership is a fundamental requirement for universities in achieving their
institutional goals. Given the unique characteristics of universities and the existing
gaps in leadership competencies, the need for a new discourse in this domain has
become evident. Positive leadership, as an emerging paradigm, has recently attracted
significant scholarly attention. Accordingly, the purpose of this study was to validate
a model of positive leadership in the Islamic Azad University.

Method: This applied, quantitative research employed a descriptive-survey design.
The statistical population consisted of all staff members and faculty of the Islamic
Azad University during the 2023-2024 academic year (N = 7,654). Based on Krejcie
and Morgan’s (1970) table, a sample of 384 participants was selected through cluster
sampling. The research instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire with 131
items rated on a five-point Likert scale. The questionnaire included five conceptual
dimensions: virtue-centeredness, support and facilitation, positive meaning, positive
affect, and positive agency. Content validity was confirmed by subject-matter experts,
and face validity was verified by several members of the target population.
Findings: Construct validity was established through second-order confirmatory
factor analysis, indicating that the proposed model of positive leadership had
satisfactory construct validity. Reliability testing showed that positive leadership and
all its dimensions achieved Cronbach’s alpha coefficients above 0.70

Conclusion: findings, the developed instrument demonstrates acceptable validity and
reliability for assessing positive leadership in universities.

Keywords: academic leadership, positive leadership, Islamic Azad University.
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