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Abstract:

Purpose: Leadership functions as a factor in attaining fundamental desiderata,
penetrating employees’ hearts and captivating their minds, and thereby ensuring
organizational success. The contemporary world necessitates leaders possessing a
distinctive form of intelligence. Therefore, this study aims to identify and delineate
the thematic network of Smart leadership for school principals.

Method: This study adopts a qualitative research approach, employing inductive
thematic analysis in accordance with Attride-Stirling's methodological framework.
The study's data sources comprised published materials on smart leadership from both
domestic and international databases. Forty Persian and English sources published
between 2009-2022 (1388-1401 SH) and 2012-2022 CE were included in the
analysis. For data validation, the researcher's review and positional approach along
with alignment with scientific sources were utilized. To validate the data, the
reliability of the results was confirmed using the Holsti reliability coefficient, which
showed the number (0.75). Also, to determine the validity, the Lavashe content
validity ratio was used, and the content validity was also confirmed.

Findings: The smart leadership framework for school principals emerged through
thematic analysis, with 12 organizing themes and 3 overarching themes systematically
derived from 97 foundational basic themes. The semantic overarching theme included
the organizing themes of follower-centricity, staff cohesion, organizational innovation
and organizational excellence, the rational overarching theme consisted of
professional networking, knowledge-oriented organizational culture, strategic
roadmap modernization and smart specialization and the conceptual overarching
theme contained organizational ethical governance, institutional role-modeling,
pragmatism and insight-driven decision-making.

Conclusion: Given the experts’ confirmation of the credibility and trustworthiness of
smart leadership components, these can be utilized in training smart school principals.

Keywords: Smart leadership, School principals, Thematic network.
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