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Abstract

Crime prevention and criminal reform are among the fundamental issues of criminal policy.

Despite the stipulation of Article 156, Section 5 of the Constitution, which includes it as a
duty of the judiciary, this legislative policy has nevertheless necessitated government
intervention in this policy, given the adoption of some non-judicial and non-criminal
measures, especially social prevention of crime and rehabilitation of criminals in the period
after serving their sentences. In this regard, the government must take the necessary grounds
and measures for the reform and rehabilitation of criminals on the one hand, and the
prevention of crime alongside the judiciary and sometimes the legislative branch on the other.
This research raises the question of what is the role of the government in crime prevention
and criminal reform in light of Article 156 of the Constitution.This research, which was
compiled in a descriptive-analytical manner, showed in response to this question that taking
appropriate measures to combat crime in society and also to reform criminals should be done
by all three branches of government. Therefore, in order to determine an effective strategy,
adopt a preventive penal policy, and create a collaborative environment between the
government and the judiciary in the prevention of crime and the reformation of criminals, a
new approach must be defined from Article 156 of the Constitution.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Field and Aims: The main function of criminology in society is to identify the causes and
factors of crime and, as a result, to take effective measures and actions to eliminate or reduce
crime statistics. This policy is entitled to prevent the occurrence of crime and, in the event of
it being committed by criminals (whether convicted or under criminal proceedings), their
reformation will be a priority for the judiciary and, in turn, the "government™ (the concept of
Avrticle 156 of the Constitution). This policy, known as preventive criminal policy, seeks to
contain, reduce, and control the phenomenon of crime (specific and general intimidation). Of
course, given the fact that humans are social beings, instead of relying purely on punishments,
efforts should be made to evoke the suffering and pain caused by the execution of punishment
in the minds of the perpetrator and other members of society with measures other than
repression and punishment (non-punitive prevention) because some crimes are effectively
caused by the environment, family, school, lack of social, economic, cultural, religious, and
educational facilities and contexts. Therefore, it is not appropriate to respond to any criminal
incident in a strict manner or by adopting a so-called "zero tolerance policy”, but rather, the
judiciary and other governing institutions, including the legislative body and the government,
should have considered the necessary measures and arrangements in this regard before the
crime occurs and in order to maintain public order and security in society. Therefore, in
accordance with the slogan "prevention is better than cure” (prevention is easier and more
economical than treatment), it is a public duty for all administrative and judicial bodies to take
preventive and effective measures regarding the occurrence of crimes and abnormalities in
society (Articles 2 and 3 of the Crime Prevention Law). In this regard, the government has
the duty to provide the grounds and support for the reform and rehabilitation of criminals so
that they do not commit crimes again after serving their sentence (an expanded concept of
Article 156, Paragraph 5 of the Constitution). As a result, the socialization of criminals and
the prevention of crime must be carried out by all government institutions so that preventive
measures are in the desired state (Article 3, Paragraph 1 of the Crime Prevention Law).

Method: This research was compiled using a descriptive analytical method and a library
method.

Findings and Conclusion:Adopting appropriate measures to combat crime in society and
reform criminals should be done by all three branches of government. Therefore, in order to
determine an effective strategy, adopt a preventive criminal policy, and create collaborative
grounds between the government and the judiciary in preventing crime and reforming
criminals, a new approach should be defined from Article 156 of the Constitution. This
approach should include the indicator of the socialization of criminals and their enjoyment of
a dignified life. Therefore, reducing or managing crime in society will not be possible without
identifying the damage and evaluating the results of crime. Therefore, the government taking
preventive measures without any penal policy is considered an international strategy that has
been emphasized in the United Nations Crime Prevention Congresses. In these congresses,
the need for non-criminal deterrence in order to control the phenomenon of delinquency in
society has been emphasized. The Iranian government has also tried to prevent the occurrence
of crime and reform criminals alongside the judiciary by emphasizing Article 156 of the
Constitution and some regulations, both criminal and non-criminal. Accordingly, it is
suggested that the government utilize all platforms for the success of its work in preventing
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crime and reforming criminals, such as using the effective role of the family (Clause 3 and 4
of Article 3 of the Constitution and the Regulation on the Prevention of Addiction, Treatment
of Drug Addicts and Protection of Individuals at Risk). Also, in order to raise awareness
among the public about the dangers of crime, the media and schools should be given special
attention by the government so that the government can take appropriate measures in this
regard by adopting the necessary measures in a manner that is within the framework of
principles supported by international standards.
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