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Reflection of beliefs in falaki shervanis poem collection 

             Nasrin Hashemi 

 

One of the very important aspects of Persian language and literature is folk 

literature, which stands in contrast to classical literature. Folk tales and poems 

are the most appropriate sources for understanding the culture and temperament 

of the general populace. Persian folk literature, like classical literature, includes 

two parts: poetry and prose. In classical literature, the goal of creating a work is 

to influence the reader’s emotions, and the writer composes a scientific, rational 

work; but in folk literature, the aim of creation is primarily to entertain the 

audience and to preserve and transmit the culture and traditions of a society. 

One of the main reasons for poets’ fame is the extent to which they employ 

aesthetic issues (figures of speech) and the content and types of themes they 

utilize in their works. Among these, another cause of poets’ fame is their 

influence by folk beliefs, since folk literature plays a significant role in written 

works (prose, poetry) and various styles, including the Azerbaijani style. 

Although valuable researches have been conducted in this area, and works 

examining folk elements in the Divans of poets of the Azerbaijani style exist, no 

case specifically addressing the title “Folk Elements in the Divan of Falaki 

Sharvani” has been found. In fact, this research is among the first works in this 

field. 



The purpose of this research is to investigate and analyze the folk elements and 

types of themes and images that Falaki Sharvani created in his Divan. The 

absence of research in this area confirms the necessity of this topic. 

In this abstract, first, a definition of folk literature and its collection history is 

provided; then a brief introduction to Falaki Sharvani is given, and finally, an 

attempt is made to demonstrate, through a close reading of his poems, the 

reflection of folk elements and prevailing beliefs in Falaki’s Divan. 

Keywords: folk literature, Azerbaijani style, Falaki Sharvani 

 


