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Abstract

A Diachronic Analysis of Phonological Deletion Processes in the
Linguistic Varieties of Kerman:
A Generative Phonology Approach

This study conducts a diachronic analysis of phonological deletion
processes in twelve linguistic varieties of Kerman Province, Iran—
specifically Baft, Bardsir, Bam, Rabor, Rafsanjan, Zarand, Sirjan,
Shahrebabak, Kerman, Golbaf, Gowghar, and Ridbar-e Jontubi—within
the theoretical framework of Generative Phonology. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology and diachronic-comparative approach,
data were collected from historical Middle Persian texts and field samples,
then analyzed according to generative phonological principles.

Findings indicate that phonological deletion in these varieties constitutes
a non-random phenomenon governed by systematic phonological rules,
primarily constrained by specific phonetic environments. Crucially, word-
final consonant deletion—particularly in post-vocalic positions—emerged
as the most frequent pattern. Furthermore, deletion in both word-final and
word-initial consonant clusters adheres to predictable configurations.
Results confirm systematic interactions between deletion and other
phonological processes while validating the explanatory capacity of the
generative framework for modeling phonological evolution in these
varieties. By addressing a significant research gap, this study underscores
the pivotal role of phonotactic constraints in the historical development of
these varieties' sound systems.

Keywords: Generative Phonology, deletion process, diachronic change,
linguistic varieties of Kerman, Middle Persian



