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Translation and Analytical Survey of Sogdian Ancient Letters

(The Fourth Document)

Saeed Nazari
Islamivc Azad University, Sanandaj

Abstract

Sogd was the ancient name of a place near Badaxsan valley. The
central of this city was Samargand. In Sasanian era, Sogdian people
were known for their business activities especially with China and
India. It also was considered as one of the Iranian main economic
centers. Several works have been remained in this language. One of
the most important works are Sogdian ancient letters. They were
discovered in 1907 by the Biritish archeologist Sir Aurel Stein in one
of the watchtowers of the Great Wall of China. These letters include
five complete letters and four incomplete ones. They recount the
political and social developments of Chinese people at that time. The
fourth letter was written by a man addressed to a person from the
Turfan people named "Niva Burt" on the 9th of Azar (November 30)
of 313 AD.

Keywords: Sogd, Sogdian Ancient Letters, the Fourth Document



