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Studying “Garmabeh- the bathroom” as the threshold level move in the
fiction called “the son of the merchant and the city of the voiceless people” in
the book entitled “Hasht Behesht- 8 paradises” written by Amir Khosro

Mahbobe Pouragha’, Dr. Ramin Sadeghi-Nejad?, Dr. Maryam Mohammadzadeh?®

Abstract

The narrators of common myths need unknown and strange atmosphere to color
their narrations with secrets. This atmosphere can isolate the hero from the real
world and joins him to a magical and mythical world which is known as the
threshold passage. Undoubtedly one of the best places to include the heroes in
unknown issues and topics is the bathroom (Garmabeh). The understanding and
analysis of such a secret atmosphere is the basic precondition to reveal the myths
and to achieve their hidden messages. One of the very useful tools to reveal such
issues in myths is the theory of “a single hero journey” posed by Joseph Campbell.
The major goal of the present study is to emphasize on the importance of
“Garmabeh” as the threshold passage time. In this research, “Garmabeh” in the
story called “the son of the merchant and the city of voiceless people” written by
Amir Khosro Dehlavi has been analyzed as the threshold passage. The results
showed that Amir Khosro has acted very cleverly and successfully in using the
secret atmosphere of Garmabeh as the threshold passage and also the comparison of
it with pass rituals and triple sections of the traditional bathrooms.

Keywords: threshold pass, Joseph Campbell, Garmabeh (bathroom), pass rituals,
hero journey theory.
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