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Abstract

Among contemporary Arabic novels, the novel "Baghdad Clock™ by the Iraqi writer Shahd
Al-Rawi has drawn attention in the past decade and was shortlisted for the 2018 Arabic
Booker Prize and won the First Book Award at the Edinburgh International Festival in the
same year. The novel "Baghdad Clock™ deals with many social issues that Iragi society has
faced over the past thirty years in a simple and smooth language. The writer reflects the
pain and hopes of the Iragi people suffering from the horrors of war through the life of a
young girl growing up in the environment of Baghdad. This research is based on the
descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the societal issues and women's concerns raised
in the novel "Baghdad Clock™ and seeks to answer the question: According to this novel,
what are the calamities, concerns and problems facing Iraqgi girls and women? One of the
most important findings of the research is that the main characters in “Baghdad Clock” by
Shahd Al-Rawi are mostly middle-class women and girls, and the story revolves around
their experiences of suffering, love, and dreams for the future. War and the traditional view
of women are among the most prominent obstacles to the freedom of Iragi women and their
obtaining of their social rights. Factors such as gender unification, emotions, shared
experiences, knowledge of feminist trends, and being influenced by them, made the
approach and orientations of this novel attractive and distinctive.
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