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The Open Ending of a Story and its Postmodern
Reading in Persian and Arabic Stories

(Research case; " A treatise on Nader Farabi"
written by "Mustafa Mastour' and " Al-
Farashe Zarqa" written by "Nur Khater")

Javad Garjami

Abstract

"Open ending" is one of the terms of fiction literature that has been noticed with the emergence
of the new trend of fiction writing. It means finishing the story in such a way that the reader
feels that nothing is finished. In this ending pattern, the author uses various techniques such
as: creating an ambiguous, multiple and interpretable atmosphere, leaving the action
[narration] of the story unfinished and creating a space for suspense and thinking in the reader's
mind to According to his perception, he has created different interpretations for the end of the
story and finally, he should participate in the ending of the story as an active agent along with
the author. In general, "open ending" appears in three forms: "ambiguous and unknown
ending”, "unwritten ending" and "multiple and multiple ending". The present article, by
adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and in a comparative research framework,
examines the term "open end" in the Persian story "A treatise on Nader Farabi" written by
Mustafa Mastoor and the Arabic story "Al-Farashe Zarga" written by Noor Khater. Finally,
the results of the research show that this ending pattern appears in a different way in two
stories. In this regard, Mustafa Mastour has used a combination pattern consisting of multiple
endings - in the form of multiple hypotheses - and ambiguous (unintelligible) endings - in the
form of interrogative sentences. For this purpose, Noor Khater has only used the vague and
incomprehensible ending pattern - in the form of interrogative statements and the lack of
evolution of the narrative process. In addition, Noor Khater, unlike Mustafa Mastour,
explicitly refuses to accept the appeal and close the final part of his story.
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