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Research Article

The comparative study of Kafka's novel
"Metamorphosis' and Sultan Al-Amimi's
"Samsa"

Matyam Bakhshi

Kafka's novel Metamorphosis has attracted the attention of many novelists and storytellers
in various languages, including English, Persian, and Arabic; Among them, Sultan Al-
Amimi, a contemporary Arabic novelist, is influenced by this novel in his story called
"Samsa". Sultan Al-Amimi takes a different look at the identity crisis and resumes the fate
of the protagonist in a different way. Therefore, the main issue of this research is the quality
of influence and explanation of the general view on the subject of loneliness, isolation,
identity crisis and metamorphosis, and finally understanding the similarities and differences
between the two works. The present study, which has been carried out descriptively-
analytically and based on the French school of comparative literature, has concluded that
the theme of Kafka's novel is the human destiny, which is isolated and transformed by the
problems of society. Al-Amimi, although he took the depth of his story from Kafka's novel,
changed its theme and changed the character's destiny, and figured out another future for
him. The character or protagonist is the same in both narratives. In the first, the
transformation took place in the form of an animal and in the second, in the form of a
human; Kafka has taken a pessimistic and isolated view of the character, distancing himself
from those around him, and Sultan al-Amimi has taken an optimistic view of the character,
processing him in the form of a social and happy personality. Time is also natural in Kafka's
novel and within the scope of the narrative. But time in AI-Omimi's novel is a narrative that
has an external futurism, and place in the first novel is a place limited to home; But in Al-
Amimi's story, the place is open and wide. The most important feature of Al-Amimi is the
narrative Metalepsis, which includes it has four types: 1) authorial metalepsis, 2) narratorial
metalepsis (or ontological metalepsis type 1), 3) lectorial metalepsis (or ontological
metalepsis type 2), 4) rhetorical/discourse metalepsis.
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