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Article Einfo Abstract
Received: 2025/01/03 Studies indicate that speculation and investment practices in the real estate market
Qg?elp_tlezd: 2025005710 play a significant role in driving up housing prices. This trend exacerbates the
) ' housing crisis, limits access to housing for ordinary social groups, and displaces
them from desirable neighborhoods. The aim of this study is to provide a
sociological analysis of the phenomenon of land commodification and
) speculation in Tabriz's housing market, with a focus on the role of municipalities
SK:ggZ?ai?sh and housing cooperatives in mitigating this crisis. A mixed-methods approach

(qualitative—quantitative) was adopted. In the qualitative phase, grounded theory
was employed to analyze the data, while in the quantitative phase, a survey was
Sociological Analysis the main data collection tool. The study analyzed the factors, contexts,
Commodification consequences, and strategies of land and housing speculation, as well as the
Tabriz City relationship between the actions of municipalities and housing cooperatives and
Municipality this phenomenon. The statistical population comprised urban experts in the fields
of sociology and economics, selected through purposive sampling. Data
collection tools included a semi-structured interview based on open and axial
coding in the qualitative phase, and a researcher-designed questionnaire validated
using Cronbach’s alpha in the quantitative phase. The data were analyzed using
AMOS software. The findings showed that the path coefficient for municipal
performance — commodification and speculation was estimated at 0.464 with a
negative relationship, and the coefficient of determination was 0.215. Similarly,
the path coefficient for cooperatives’ performance — commodification and
speculation was estimated at 0.391 with a negative relationship, and the
coefficient of determination was 0.152.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The housing crisis in developing countries, including Iran, has in recent decades become one of the most serious
social, economic, and spatial challenges. This crisis is rooted not only in population growth and urbanization but
also in deeper processes such as the commodification of land and speculation in the housing market. In this
context, land and housing — as basic human needs — have been transformed into investment commaodities and
instruments for profit accumulation, leading to intensified class and spatial inequalities in cities, rising crime
rates, the expansion of informal settlements, and the deterioration of urban quality of life. Theoretical studies by
Marx, Bourdieu, and Harvey, emphasizing the capitalist logic governing land and housing, demonstrate that the
housing market — especially in large cities — is driven more by financial interests and rent-seeking behaviors
than by human needs. In Tabriz as well, the privatization of public spaces, land speculation, and the proliferation
of vacant homes have reshaped the city’s social and spatial fabric, deepening social divides. Under such
circumstances, although housing cooperatives and municipalities, as local institutions, have at times managed to
partially control the crisis, their role has been weakened due to the dominance of speculative approaches and poor
policy coordination. Therefore, revising housing policies, reforming urban management, and strengthening
grassroots and local institutions through a multidimensional approach are undeniable necessities. The present
study, by sociologically examining the processes of commodification and speculation in the housing market and
analyzing the role of municipalities and cooperatives in the city of Tabriz, seeks to provide a response to part of
these challenges.

Methodology

This study is quantitative in nature and was conducted using a survey method. Data were collected through a
researcher-designed questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of households residing in the ten
municipal districts of Tabriz (497,898 households), and the sample size was determined to be 327 based on power
analysis and the structural equation modeling approach in G-Power software. Sampling was carried out using a
multi-stage cluster method by dividing the districts into larger and smaller clusters and randomly selecting
households, in order to obtain a representative sample of the target population. The research questionnaire was
designed based on the economic, social, and speculative components of the housing market, its validity was
assessed through group tests, and its reliability was evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The collected
data were analyzed using statistical software, and hypothesis testing was performed with Amos version 24.

Results And Discussion

The findings of the study showed that the collected data exhibited an acceptable level of normal distribution, and
the designed structural equation model demonstrated a good fit with the data. Model fit indices, such as [insert
indices: e.g., RMSEA, CFI, NFI, etc.], all fell within desirable ranges, indicating the validity of the study’s
conceptual framework. The results of the model’s causal paths revealed a significant and inverse relationship
between the performance of municipalities and the commaodification and speculation in the housing market, such
that better municipal performance in land management, policymaking, and market control was associated with
reduced levels of speculation and commodification. Likewise, the performance of housing cooperatives also had
a significant but weaker inverse effect on speculation and commaodification compared to that of municipalities.
Descriptive index analysis further indicated that municipalities performed relatively better in terms of tax
policies, urban infrastructure, and market oversight, whereas cooperatives faced challenges in financing and
construction. Overall, the results demonstrated that the housing market in Tabriz is influenced by a complex
interplay of economic, social, and institutional factors, which can be analyzed in four main categories: changes
in supply and demand, macroeconomic policies, inefficient market structures, and socio-cultural factors. An
investment-oriented view of housing, multiple ownerships, liquidity growth, and the ineffectiveness of supportive
and tax policies were identified as key drivers of speculation in the housing market. The findings also highlighted
the need to improve urban management policies, reform tax procedures, increase transparency in transactions,
control bank facilities, and facilitate sustainable construction processes to curb speculative trends and create a
foundation for sustainable improvement of the housing market. Therefore, the proposed model of this study can
serve as a basis for developing optimal policies and making strategic decisions in the housing sector in the
metropolis of Tabriz and similar cities.
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metropolis, as one of the most significant arenas for social and economic
interactions, possess unique potential for explaining the relationship
between spatial structure and social action. This study, utilizing a
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Spatial Structure relationship. Data were collected through quantitative and qualitative

Social Action . A : ; ; fotri
methods; in the quantitative section, questionnaires were distributed

Tehran Metropolis Markets .. .
Sociological prroach among 450merchants and visitors in Tehran's markets, based on Cochran's

formula. In the qualitative section, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with experts in related fields. The collected data were analyzed
using “SPSS” and “AMOS,” software. The results reveal a significant and
reciprocal relationship between the spatial features of the markets and the
quality of social actions. Physical elements of the market, including spatial
organization, accessibility, and interaction spaces, directly influence
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Urban spaces have always served as the context for social interactions and human activities. In modern societies, spatial
structure not only organizes the physical fabric of the city but also influences social relationships and citizens’
behaviors. Spatial design and organization can either strengthen or weaken social interactions, a sense of collective
identity, and quality of life. Urban markets, as prominent examples of public spaces, play a significant role beyond
their economic functions; they contribute to social cohesion, cultural interactions, and the formation of urban identity.
Among spatial characteristics, factors such as density, accessibility, land-use diversity, and environmental quality have
a direct relationship with social behaviors and communication networks among individuals .Tehran, as a metropolis
with a diverse spatial structure and markets ranging from traditional to modern, provides an appropriate case for
studying the link between spatial structure and social action. Tehran’s markets, in addition to their economic role,
reflect the city’s socio-cultural identity and transformations resulting from urban growth. This study, employing a
sociological approach alongside quantitative and qualitative methods, investigates the impact of the spatial structure
of Tehran’s markets on patterns of social behavior. The central research question is: How do the structural
characteristics of Tehran’s urban markets affect social behaviors and human interactions, and what strategies can be
proposed to improve spatial quality and enhance social interactions?

Methodology

The present study was conducted with the aim of elucidating the relationship between spatial structure and social action
in the markets of metropolitan Tehran, employing a mixed-methods approach and a descriptive-analytical strategy.
Initially, through library and documentary research, key concepts and influential elements in the interaction between
spatial structure and social action were identified, and a conceptual framework was developed comprising four
categories of elements: spatial organization, social actions, cultural and symbolic elements, and accessibility .In the
quantitative phase, the statistical population included economic actors and market visitors, from which 450 individuals
were randomly selected using the Cochran formula. Data were collected via a specially designed questionnaire. In the
qualitative phase, semi-structured interviews with experts were conducted to gain deeper insights into spatial and social
factors. Quantitative data were analyzed using statistical tests in SPSS and structural equation modeling in AMOS.
The results indicated that the spatial structure of markets—including spatial networks, functional density, and
communication pathways—has a direct impact on behavioral patterns and the quality of social interactions. The
integration of quantitative and qualitative findings led to the development of a conceptual model aimed at improving
the design, management, and planning of urban markets.

Results And Discussion

Tehran Grand Bazaar and Iran Mall, as prominent examples of traditional and modern urban spaces in metropolitan
Tehran, play a significant role in reflecting social, cultural, and economic relations. The traditional Tehran Bazaar,
with its complex and organic spatial structure, provides an appropriate setting for social interactions and the formation
of collective identity. In contrast, Iran Mall, with its modern and integrated design, offers a diverse space for cultural,
recreational, and commercial activities, representing shifts in urban lifestyle patterns .This study, based on statistical
analysis of 450 questionnaires and the application of advanced statistical methods, demonstrated a significant
relationship between the spatial structure of these markets and the social actions of their users, grounded in a
sociological approach to urban spaces. Results indicate that spatial organization has the greatest impact on social
actions, followed by accessibility and functional linkages, cultural and symbolic elements, and finally the social
behaviors of users. Furthermore, sub-elements such as cultural events, social identity, and cultural land uses emerged
as key factors in strengthening social interactions and fostering a sense of belonging to the space. The statistical
indicators of reliability and validity confirm the accuracy and trustworthiness of the model .The findings emphasize
the necessity of spatial design in markets focused on enhancing the quality of social interactions, reinforcing collective
identity, and improving accessibility. These insights can serve as effective guidance for the planning and management
of urban markets in Tehran and other metropolitan areas .The study’s conclusion highlights that the spatial structure
of Tehran’s markets significantly influences users’ social actions, creating a reciprocal relationship that reinforces
cultural, social, and economic interactions. Both traditional and modern markets act not only as economic centers but
also as identity-forming spaces that enhance social belonging. Therefore, purposeful spatial design aligned with the
social needs of users is critically important. Accordingly, optimizing market management, providing adequate access,
strengthening communication networks, and developing functional linkages are key strategies to improve the quality
of interactions and cultural-social sustainability. The study’s findings can serve as a strategic framework for policy-
making and urban market planning aimed at improving quality of life and strengthening social structures.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the development of rural areas has become one of the main challenges in the developmental
policymaking of countries, especially in less developed regions. In this regard, social capital, as one of the intangible
and non-material components of development, plays an increasingly significant role in empowering rural communities.
Social capital encompasses social networks, trust, shared norms, and social participation, which lead to effective
cooperation among community members to achieve common goals. Unlike physical and human capital, social capital
does not diminish with use; rather, it is strengthened through increased interaction and participation. Given the unique
cultural and social characteristics of Kermanshah Province—such as its ethnic structure, history of local participation,
and geopolitical position—studying the role of social capital in the development of its rural areas is essential. This
research aims to analytically examine the extent and manner in which the components of social capital influence the
rural development process. Accordingly, based on existing documentation, the researcher seeks to scientifically answer
the following question through the present study: What appropriate interpretation can be offered for assessing the role
of social capital in the development of rural areas in Kermanshah Province? And does a suitable model for evaluating
the role of social capital in the rural development of Kermanshah Province exhibit a good fit?

Methodology

The research method, in terms of purpose, is applied; in terms of the time of data collection, it is cross-sectional; and
in terms of the data collection method or nature, it is descriptive-survey. The data collection tool is a researcher-made
questionnaire consisting of seven main components and 44 items derived from a review of the literature, with a
calculated Cronbach’s alpha of 0.84, indicating reliability. Its content validity was confirmed by experts. The statistical
population of this study includes the entire rural population of Kermanshah Province (47,000 people). To determine
the sample size, Cochran’s formula was used. Through multistage cluster sampling, 85 villages were selected, and
based on the population of each village, respondents were chosen to complete the researcher-made questionnaire
assessing social capital in the development of rural areas in Kermanshah. For data analysis, two statistical software
programs were used: SPSS version 26 and Smart-PLS for structural equation modeling.

Results and Discussion

The results showed that there is a significant positive correlation between social capital and rural development
(sustainable agriculture) with a significance level of 0.000. Rural development is influenced by the components of
social capital. Currently, the importance of social participation, as one of the key dimensions of social capital in
achieving rural development, has been a growing focus of many studies in recent years. A prerequisite for the progress
of any society—especially rural communities—is the expansion of social participation and, most importantly, mutual
trust between individuals and the government, both of which are essential components of social capital. Typically,
when economic challenges are discussed, the lack of physical (material) capital is often cited as one of the greatest
problems, and the role of social participation is rarely acknowledged. However, in conditions of "recession and
inflation,"” the need for social participation—based on trust-building—is felt more than ever and can help remove many
unresolved social barriers to development. Another part of the research showed that the indicator of social cohesion
and connectedness has a beta coefficient of 0.542, making it the second most influential factor on the dependent
variable, explaining 52% of the variance in agricultural development in rural areas of Kermanshah. In explaining these
findings, it can be said that social cohesion refers to a condition in which the components of a society are connected in
such a way that they form a meaningful and effective whole. In other words, social cohesion is a form of social
arrangement that ensures individuals, groups, and social classes reach a shared understanding (a common mental
model), abide by its rules and norms, benefit from its opportunities, and in return, recognize and cultivate their own
abilities based on multiple intelligences and capacities. This leads to active and meaningful participation in society,
which in turn enhances the community’s capabilities and overall development. In such an environment, the conditions
become favorable for embracing new ideas, applying and testing them, accepting scientific thinking, and placing
greater emphasis on planning and policymaking centered on productivity and efficiency. All these criteria positively
contribute to economic growth and development. Therefore, it is recommended that the formation and strengthening
of local councils—with the involvement of community elders, youth, women, and socially influential individuals—be
used for planning and implementing development projects. This approach can enhance social capital and foster public
trust and participation. Additionally, by holding training courses and workshops on topics such as teamwork, civic
engagement, conflict resolution, and sustainable development, the existing social capacities in rural areas can be
activated, and the sense of belonging and social responsibility can be reinforced.
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Post-Occupancy Evaluation (POE)

- - Statistical analyses were performed using ANOVA, Pearson correlation, and
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Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA). The results revealed that classrooms and
halls generated the highest satisfaction levels among evaluated spatial zones.
Indicators such as ventilation, furniture, and psychological motivation
showed the strongest correlations with overall user satisfaction. Moreover,
three latent factors were identified as the main dimensions of the human-
centered user experience in relation to social interaction: “Spatial Quality and
Psychological Assurance,” “Sensory and Environmental Comfort,” and
“Spatial Navigability.” The findings highlight the significance of
incorporating social quality alongside functional and environmental
considerations, offering a foundation for the human-centered design and
redesign of school environments.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Post-Occupancy Evaluation (POE) has emerged in recent decades as an effective approach for assessing building
performance, in line with social and cultural transformations. It has become a powerful tool for simultaneously
evaluating environmental quality, energy consumption, and user satisfaction. Focusing on three dimensions—
functional, operational, and behavioral—this method encompasses not only the objective indicators of
architectural quality but also the subjective perceptions and psychological needs of users. Through feedback
generated from the interaction between designers and occupants, POE facilitates the continuous improvement of
built environments and enhances user well-being. In Iran, given the rapid and often uncontrolled pace of
construction and the weakness of oversight mechanisms, the need for precise evaluations to reduce energy waste
and improve environmental quality is more strongly felt than ever. Schools, as spaces where the future generation
spends most of their daily time, require particular attention to social, psychological, and environmental aspects
in their design, so as to optimize energy consumption while also ensuring the comfort and satisfaction of students
and teachers. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine the impact of post-occupancy evaluation on energy
consumption, environmental quality, and school plan design principles, addressing the question of how
implementing the POE model can lead to improved design of educational spaces and better responsiveness to
user needs.

Methodology

This study, adopting a human-centered approach and focusing on the social quality of space, conducted a post-
occupancy evaluation of elementary schools in Tehran from the users’ perspective and analyzed their perceived
experience of educational environments using a mixed quantitative and qualitative method. To this end, 10
schools with diverse spatial and architectural characteristics were purposefully selected, and data were collected
through a 31-item questionnaire on a five-point Likert scale, covering various dimensions of environmental,
spatial, psychological, and functional quality. The statistical population included teachers, principals, and school
staff, and a total of 384 valid responses were analyzed. The validity and reliability of the instrument were
confirmed, with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.893. Subsequently, the data were analyzed using statistical
methods including ANOVA to compare mean satisfaction levels across different spaces, Pearson correlation to
examine the relationships between environmental factors and overall satisfaction, exploratory factor analysis
(EFA) to identify latent dimensions, and hierarchical cluster analysis to determine four distinct user satisfaction
patterns. This analytical approach, along with the presentation of the research process (as illustrated in Figure 2),
provided deeper insight into the diversity of needs and spatial priorities of elementary school users.

Results And Discussion

The study revealed that user satisfaction with educational environments is a multidimensional phenomenon
shaped by the interplay of physical, environmental, psychological, and functional factors. The reliability of the
questionnaire was confirmed with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.893, and statistical analyses showed significant
differences in satisfaction across various school spaces. Elements such as ventilation, air quality, acoustic
comfort, colors and materials, furniture quality, and the condition of floors and ceilings had the greatest impact,
underscoring the need to balance functionality and aesthetics in school design. Furthermore, factors like safety,
emergency preparedness, spatial coherence, and psychological comfort significantly influenced users’ positive
perceptions. Pearson correlation analysis highlighted mental motivation (r=0.706), furniture quality and
material/color choices (both r=0.701), and the condition of walls, floors, and ceilings (r=0.608) as strongly
correlated with overall satisfaction, emphasizing the importance of perceptual and psychological dimensions
alongside physical ones. Exploratory factor analysis identified three principal dimensions shaping user
experience: spatial quality and psychological assurance, environmental/sensory comfort, and spatial legibility
and accessibility. These findings demonstrate that successful school design should follow a human-centered
approach that addresses users’ functional, mental, and sensory needs. Post-occupancy feedback can serve as a
valuable input for revising designs and enhancing the quality of educational environments. To this end, the study
recommends strengthening human-centered principles in school (re)design, incorporating natural ventilation,
daylight, appropriate colors, materials, and furniture from a psychological perspective, and improving spatial
coherence and wayfinding to foster safety and calmness. Finally, conducting similar studies in other regions of

the country is advised to develop comprehensive national strategies for improving educational spaces.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Foreign policy is one of the most critical and contested areas of policymaking, playing a vital role in ensuring
national security, preserving territorial integrity, and fostering economic and cultural development. Achieving
these objectives cannot rely solely on military means; diplomacy, as its most important tool, holds a key
position in promoting peace and enhancing a country’s international standing. Despite the significance of this
domain, the untapped potentials of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy have been less studied from a
scientific and realistic perspective. Women, constituting half of the country’s population and possessing a
history of political interest and participation, represent one of these valuable capacities. They can play a
significant role in strengthening diplomacy, particularly in its cultural dimension. The innovative perspective of
the Islamic Republic toward women’s diplomacy, emphasized in its supreme documents, the viewpoints of
Imam Khomeini (may his soul rest in peace) and the Supreme Leader, public opinion, and the country’s
cultural capacities, has created a foundation to utilize women’s capabilities to enhance cultural diplomacy and
improve Iran’s international position. This research aims to identify and elucidate these potentials, emphasizing
the strategic necessity of focusing on women’s roles in foreign policy, especially from a cultural standpoint.

Methodology

This study is classified as applied research in terms of its objective and adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
regarding the nature and method of data collection. The research systematically reviews theoretical literature
and existing experiences in the field of diplomacy and foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, with
particular emphasis on the role and capacities of women in cultural diplomacy. The primary focus of the study
is on content analysis of the system’s supreme documents, the views of Imam Khomeini (may his soul rest in
peace) and the Supreme Leader, as well as key actions and events related to women’s diplomacy in recent
decades. Data were collected through a library-based method, drawing on sources such as books, scholarly
articles, analytical reports, official documents, and relevant databases. The collected data were then categorized
and analyzed using qualitative content analysis and interpretive methods to identify and explain the actual and
potential capacities of women’s diplomacy in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, with a
particular focus on the cultural dimension. Accordingly, the research findings are based on data interpretation
and logical inference derived from evidence and documented sources.

ResultsAnd Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that diplomacy, as one of the key pillars of foreign policy, has undergone
numerous transformations throughout history—from its traditional forms to the multidimensional practices of
today. Particularly in the third millennium, the role of women in the form of cultural and public diplomacy has
become more prominent. A review of the experiences of selected countries such as the United States, Turkey,
and Saudi Arabia demonstrates that targeted policymaking and leveraging women’s capacities within
diplomatic institutions can enhance soft power influence, international legitimacy, and reduce political costs.
Meanwhile, the current status of the Islamic Republic of Iran in utilizing women in diplomatic arenas,
especially in cultural diplomacy, falls short of the country’s potential and requires greater attention, specialized
training, and coherent strategic planning. Furthermore, analysis of the Supreme Leader’s perspectives and the
country’s supreme documents reveals that cultural diplomacy and the utilization of human capacities, including
women, aligned with principles of dignity, wisdom, and expediency, can play a decisive role in achieving the
Islamic Revolution’s global objectives. Overall, women’s diplomacy—particularly in the cultural dimension—
is a significant yet underutilized capacity within the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It has the
potential to enhance the country’s international image, strengthen soft power, and improve interactions with
other nations’ peoples and elites. Global developments and other countries’ experiences show that focusing on
cultural and public diplomacy, especially through the participation of women, increases the legitimacy and
acceptance of foreign policy while reducing political costs. Therefore, it is recommended that, through targeted
policymaking, the development of educational programs, and the training of specialized human resources,
women’s participation in both formal and informal diplomatic fields—especially in cultural and public
domains—»be expanded. This will allow the country to fully benefit from this large human capacity and achieve
the overarching goals of the system within the framework of dignity, wisdom, and expediency.
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Abstract

The central courtyard, as one of the fundamental elements of the Iranian
caravanserai architecture, plays a decisive role in shaping social and commercial
interactions, improving environmental quality, and enhancing the security of
these historical buildings, while constantly being influenced by cultural contexts
and local characteristics. In recent years, attention to culture-oriented values in
reinterpreting and revitalizing the spatial functions of caravanserais has gained
significant prominence in interdisciplinary studies. This study aims to analyze the
multifaceted functions of the central courtyard in enhancing the spatial quality of
the lranian caravanserai, focusing on social, environmental, and security
dimensions, through a culture-oriented lens. The research method is quantitative-
analytical, and data were collected through field surveys and documentary
studies. In this framework, four selected caravanserais located in historic contexts
were examined and analyzed. The findings reveal a significant relationship
between the physical and cultural features of the central courtyard and the
improvement of social-commercial interactions, environmental conditions, and
spatial security in Iranian caravanserais. It was also found that the more the design
and management of the central courtyard are informed by a deeper understanding
of culture-oriented dimensions, the greater the potential for reviving its
multifaceted functions and strengthening the social and economic roles of these
buildings. In particular, the results highlight the necessity of aligning cultural
considerations with spatial design principles in the process of revitalizing Iranian
caravanserais. The findings indicate that adopting culture-oriented approaches
along with stakeholder participation can lead to improved functional performance
and the revitalization of the central courtyard’s vitality in these historical
structures.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The central courtyard, as one of the fundamental elements of traditional Iranian architecture, plays a multifaceted role
in spatial organization, social interactions, climatic responsiveness, and ensuring security, serving as the beating heart
of Iranian caravanserais. This space, by integrating environmental, social-commercial, and security functions, not only
created a moderate and pleasant environment for travelers to rest but also provided a setting for trade, gatherings, and
surveillance. Utilizing local materials, proportionate geometry, and enclosed spatial organization, the central courtyard
harmonized well with the culture and norms of local communities. However, in recent decades, neglecting the
reinterpretation and redefinition of these cultural and social functions has weakened the position of the central
courtyard in urban identity as well as its environmental and security values. Adopting a culture-oriented approach, the
present study explains the role of the central courtyard in the social-commercial, environmental, and security
dimensions of the Iranian caravanserai, based on the assumption that the courtyard model, influenced by culture and
tradition, has successfully responded to climatic and security needs while providing a suitable setting for social and
commercial interactions.

Methodology

The present study was conducted with a quantitative—analytical approach, aiming to explain the role of the central
courtyard in the social-commercial, environmental, and security functions of the Iranian caravanserai from a culture-
oriented perspective. The research process was organized in two main stages: theoretical studies on caravanserai
architecture and culture-oriented approaches, and field analysis of four prominent historical caravanserais in Iran. Data
were collected through field surveys and documentary studies, and the caravanserais were selected using purposive
sampling based on criteria such as authenticity, historical significance, cultural importance, and climatic diversity. The
selected case studies, each assigned a specific analytical code, included: Zein-o-din Caravanserai in the hot and arid
climate of the Yazd plateau (KZD-01), Bisotun Caravanserai in the cold mountainous climate of Kermanshah (KBS-
02), Titi Caravanserai in the temperate and humid climate of Gilan (KTT-03), and Bastak Caravanserai in the hot and
humid climate of Hormozgan (KBT-04). Analyses were conducted using a comparative matrix and indicators such as
social-commercial interactions, environmental quality, safety, and cultural compatibility in relation to the physical
characteristics of the central courtyard. In addition to quantitative analyses, a semantic approach was employed to
explore the cultural and social contexts. Furthermore, to enhance the validity and reliability of the findings, data and
source triangulation methods were applied.

Results And Discussion

The findings of the study revealed that the central courtyard in the selected caravanserais, despite being located in
diverse climatic and cultural contexts, plays a key role in enhancing spatial quality, fostering social-commercial
interactions, improving environmental conditions, and increasing safety and security. The comparative analysis shows
that the Titi Caravanserai (KTT-03), with its well-adapted and culture-oriented design, exhibited desirable performance
across all functional dimensions and is introduced as a successful model; whereas Bisotun Caravanserai (KBS-02),
due to its weaknesses in social and security aspects, demonstrated the lowest performance. Overall, the alignment of
physical design with climatic requirements and cultural values—particularly in indicators such as spatial proportions,
vegetation, functional diversity, indoor air quality, energy consumption, and visual surveillance—was identified as a
decisive factor in the functional quality of the central courtyard. The cases that adopted a culture-oriented approach
were more successful in improving the quality and vitality of the space. The results of the research emphasize that the
revitalization of the central courtyard in Iranian caravanserais is only possible through a comprehensive and culture-
oriented approach that simultaneously addresses physical, social-commercial, environmental, and security needs.
Harmonizing design with the climatic and cultural context, strengthening vitality and functional diversity, enhancing
environmental quality and safety, and engaging local stakeholders are identified as key requirements of this process.
The successful experience of Titi Caravanserai Caravanserai, as an inspiring example, demonstrated that redesigning
based on local values and purposeful management can restore the spatial quality and multifunctional performance of
historical spaces, transforming them into dynamic and sustainable hubs within the contemporary city.
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Abstract

In contemporary society, the culture of fame and its underlying social
structures have been fundamentally reshaped by the cultural industries and
new media, generating novel cycles of economic activity and revenue for
well-known and influential individuals. This study aims to explore the social
and cultural transformations of the fame economy within Instagram—
currently the most widely used and influential social media platform in Iran,
with over 31 million active users. Specifically, it examines how Iranian
influencers capitalize on internet-driven fame and convert it into economic
opportunities. Using a qualitative research design and thematic analysis, the
study investigates the Instagram content of 30 prominent influencers, each
with between 100,000 and 600,000 followers, selected based on user
recognition across 12 distinct categories of activity, according to Lampert’s
method. The analysis identifies and categorizes diverse strategies these
influencers use to engage with the fame economy. The findings reveal that
social and cultural changes driven by internet fame have not only reshaped
social stratification but have also prompted influencers to move away from
traditional modes of monetizing celebrity. Instead, they are innovating new
forms of economic engagement that empower them in entrepreneurship,
personal and commercial branding, and the development of networked
movements. These processes contribute to the global circulation of localized
cultures and norms. Unlike previous fame paradigms, the contemporary fame
economy is distinctly personalized and economically driven, emphasizing
monetization over influence or role-modeling alone.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, fame has evolved from a merely symbolic and social condition into a complex
phenomenon with cultural, communicative, and economic dimensions. With the rise of social networks and
the transformation of digital technologies, the traditional structure of fame production and distribution has
shifted, giving rise to new actors such as influencers—micro-celebrities who wield considerable influence
across various domains. By utilizing platform mechanisms such as Instagram, influencers represent
everyday life, promote consumer lifestyles, and establish quasi-social relationships with audiences, thereby
becoming cultural and economic reference points. In Iran, this process has coincided with the erosion of
traditional sources of legitimacy, leading to the emergence of a new social class that acquires symbolic and
economic capital through visibility and personal branding. This study aims to provide a sociocultural
analysis of this phenomenon by examining the mechanisms through which this class is formed, the fame-
based practices they engage in, and the economic strategies employed by Iranian influencers. The objective
is to present a clear picture of the implications of this transformation in the structure of power and culture
in contemporary Iranian society.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs thematic analysis to investigate the strategies used by
Iranian influencers to capitalize on the fame economy within the context of social media. The data were
collected through content analysis of the Instagram pages of 30 well-known influencers, selected with input
from users and ranging between 100,000 and 600,000 followers. These individuals represent 12 different
activity categories and were chosen based on theoretical sampling and the Lampert method. Data analysis
was conducted at three levels: description, explanation and interpretation, and synthesis and conclusion. The
research process was guided by the study’s theoretical framework. The thematic analysis followed the model
of Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke (2022), and using an advanced inductive approach, it aimed to go
beyond content enumeration to explore explicit and implicit ideas, key themes, and the influencers’ modes
of agency within the attention economy.

Results And Discussion

The findings indicate that emerging internet celebrities—particularly those active on Instagram—primarily
originate from middle-class backgrounds and gradually gain influence in media and cultural spaces by
showcasing their daily lives, lifestyles, and individual identities. The content analysis of the Instagram pages
of 30 active Iranian influencers across 12 fields revealed four main revenue-generation patterns within the
fame economy: pure commercial advertising, advertising through content creation, product sales based on
personal branding, and the development of independent commercial brands. This categorization, based on
the themes derived from data analysis, shows that higher levels of individual agency, creativity, and
expertise correspond with increased complexity and sustainability in revenue models. A significant portion
of the influencers studied have moved beyond simple advertising to more advanced stages, such as brand
development and the establishment of independent businesses. This shift highlights a transformation in
patterns of agency and cultural consumption in the digital sphere. The results of this study demonstrate that

the fame economy in Iran, much like in other societies, has undergone fundamental changes in which the
boundaries between personal actions, private life, advertising, and business have become increasingly
blurred. The traditional fame model—dependent on institutional support—has been replaced by a more
individualistic and interactive system, where influencers generate social and economic capital through
communication skills, media creativity, and personal branding.
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Abstract

In today’s highly competitive world, employee innovation is considered a key
competitive advantage for organizations. However, the emergence of employees’
innovative behavior does not solely depend on individual abilities, but is also
influenced by intrapersonal factors such as self-discipline, as well as
environmental contexts and socio-cultural changes within the organization. This
study aimed to examine the role of self-discipline in fostering innovative
behavior, emphasizing organizational environmental contexts and socio-cultural
changes. The present research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
survey in terms of data collection. The statistical population consisted of
employees of service organizations in Tabriz in 2025, from which 384 individuals
were selected using stratified random sampling based on Cochran’s formula. Data
were collected using three standardized questionnaires—self-discipline,
environmental context, and innovative behavior. The validity of the instruments
was confirmed through expert opinions and confirmatory factor analysis, and
their reliability was verified using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients (0.81, 0.78, and
0.84, respectively). Data were analyzed using structural equation modeling
(SEM) in AMOS software. The results indicated that employees’ self-discipline
has a positive and significant effect on innovative behavior, and this relationship
is strengthened in organizations with supportive environmental contexts and
favorable socio-cultural changes. Based on these findings, it can be concluded
that developing self-discipline skills along with improving environmental
conditions and addressing organizational socio-cultural transformations play a
crucial role in enhancing employee innovation.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In today’s world, innovation is recognized as the driving force behind organizational development and survival in
competitive environments, and fostering employees’ innovative behaviors requires attention to both individual
characteristics and environmental contexts. One of the key individual factors is self-discipline, defined as the ability
to regulate one’s behavior, emotions, and internal motivations, which plays a crucial role in channeling personal energy
toward creative activities. Alongside this, organizational culture, supportive structures, and socio-cultural changes also
directly and indirectly influence innovative behavior, and organizations that remain sensitive to these dynamics are
better equipped to sustain and enhance innovation. The city of Tabriz, with its rich history of industrial innovation and
entrepreneurial spirit, provides a unique context for examining this interaction—where a work culture blending
traditional values with modern approaches creates both opportunities and challenges for innovation. Accordingly, this
study seeks to answer the question: “What role does employees’ self-discipline play in shaping innovative behavior,
and to what extent is this relationship influenced by environmental contexts and socio-cultural changes?” The study is
based on the premise that self-discipline has a positive and significant effect on innovation, and that this relationship
is moderated by environmental and socio-cultural factors.

Methodology

This study is applied in terms of its objective and employs a descriptive-survey method for data collection. The
statistical population consisted of all employees of service organizations in the city of Tabriz in the year 2025
(approximately 6,500 individuals). Using Cochran's formula with a 95% confidence level, the sample size was
determined to be 384 participants, who were selected through stratified random sampling proportional to population
size. Data were collected using three standardized questionnaires: the Self-Discipline Questionnaire (20 items), the
Environmental Context Questionnaire (15 items), and the Innovative Behavior Questionnaire (12 items). The face and
content validity of the instruments were confirmed through expert review by five faculty members, while construct
validity was assessed using confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) in AMOS, with model fit indices meeting acceptable
thresholds (CFI > 0.90, RMSEA < 0.08). The reliability of the instruments was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha,
with coefficients of 0.81, 0.78, and 0.84 for self-discipline, environmental context, and innovative behavior,
respectively. Data analysis was conducted using descriptive statistics to summarize the sample and research variables,
and structural equation modeling (SEM) in AMOS version 26 was employed to test the hypotheses. Model fit indices,
including y*df, GFI, CFI, and RMSEA, were reported accordingly.

Results And Discussion

The findings showed that the collected data were analyzed at both descriptive and inferential levels. In the descriptive
section, the demographic composition of the sample included 55.7% male and 44.3% female participants, with the
largest age group falling within the 30-40 year range (50%), indicating diversity and balance in gender and age among
respondents. The mean score for innovative behavior (3.89 out of 5) was higher than that of self-discipline (3.82) and
environmental context (3.75). The Cronbach’s alpha values for all three variables exceeded 0.7, confirming acceptable
reliability of the instruments. Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) indicated that the model fit indices for the
measurement model were within acceptable ranges (CFI = 0.93, RMSEA = 0.065, y?/df = 2.54), demonstrating that the
conceptual model aligned well with the data. Furthermore, the structural model test revealed that the direct effects of
self-discipline on innovative behavior (path coefficient = 0.47, t = 5.62), environmental context (coefficient = 0.36, t
= 4.28), and socio-cultural changes (coefficient = 0.29, t = 3.95) were all positive and statistically significant, thereby
confirming the research hypotheses. Overall, the findings indicated that individual, environmental, and socio-cultural
dimensions synergistically shape employees’ innovative behavior. The study concludes that employees’ self-
discipline, as an intrinsic personal trait, significantly enhances their ability to generate innovative ideas and plays a
vital role in fostering innovation. Supportive work environments, by providing opportunities for learning, dialogue,
and psychological support, amplify the effect of self-discipline and create the necessary conditions for employees’
creativity to flourish. Moreover, organizational socio-cultural changes and managerial acceptance of these changes
contribute to institutionalizing an innovation-oriented culture and enhancing employees’ innovative behavior. The
good fit of the conceptual model in the SEM analysis and the high reliability of the instruments validate the findings
and support the generalizability of the model to similar contexts. Therefore, organizations are advised to
simultaneously focus on developing individual skills, improving environmental conditions, and managing socio-
cultural transformations. From a practical perspective, it is recommended to implement training programs to strengthen
employees’ self-discipline, along with reforming organizational structures and promoting a culture of innovation, in
order to maximize employees’ innovative potential. By presenting a comprehensive model that integrates individual,
environmental, and socio-cultural dimensions, this study offers a valuable guide for designing managerial strategies to
enhance organizational innovation and serves as an inspiration for future research in related fields.
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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to evaluate the social efficiency model of
students with regard to uncertainty tolerance and psychological adaptability,
considering the mediating role of resilience. This research is descriptive-
correlational in nature. The statistical population includes all students in
Tabriz County, which, according to the statistics of the Education Department
in 2023, comprises a total of 692,868 individuals. Using Cochran’s formula,
the sample size was calculated to be 330; however, considering the possibility
of sample attrition, 400 individuals were selected. Sampling was conducted
using a multi-stage cluster method. Data collection tools included the Social
Efficiency Questionnaire, the Uncertainty Tolerance Questionnaire, the
Cognitive Flexibility Inventory, and the Resilience Scale. SPSS software was
used for descriptive statistics, and AMOS software was employed to test the
hypotheses using structural equation modeling. The results indicated that the
Sobel test statistic for the path "uncertainty tolerance — resilience — social
efficiency" was 10.459 with a p-value less than 0.05, indicating a statistically
significant indirect effect. Likewise, the Sobel test statistic for the path
"psychological adaptability — resilience — social efficiency" was 17.135
with a p-value less than 0.05, also indicating a significant indirect effect.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the turbulent and unpredictable conditions of the contemporary world, psychological and social
competencies—especially among students—play a fundamental role in academic success, social adaptation,
and personal growth. Social efficiency, as a manifestation of effective interaction among cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral dimensions, is closely linked to variables such as uncertainty tolerance and
psychological adaptability. Uncertainty tolerance enhances mental flexibility, enabling individuals to cope
effectively with ambiguous situations, while psychological adaptability allows for the regulation of effective
emotional and behavioral responses in the face of challenges. In this context, resilience acts as a mediating
variable, playing a key role in connecting these factors with social efficiency and facilitating effective coping
with academic and social pressures. The present study aims to explain the social efficiency model of students
by examining the structural relationships between uncertainty tolerance, psychological adaptability, and
resilience.

Methodology

This applied research employs a descriptive-correlational design to investigate the social efficiency model
of students based on uncertainty tolerance and psychological adaptability, with the mediating role of
resilience among students in Tabriz city. A sample of 400 students was selected from a population of
692,868 students using a multi-stage cluster sampling method. Data were collected using four standardized
instruments: the Social Efficiency Questionnaire (47 items, four components), the Uncertainty Tolerance
Questionnaire (16 items, three components), the Cognitive Flexibility Inventory (CFI) (20 items), and the
Resilience Scale (25 items, five components). The reliability of the instruments was confirmed with
satisfactory Cronbach’s alpha coefficients. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS 22 for descriptive
statistics and AMOS 22 for inferential statistics through structural equation modeling.

Results and Discussion

The results indicated that psychological variables, including uncertainty tolerance and psychological
adaptability, have a significant and meaningful role in predicting students’ social efficiency. Statistical
analyses confirmed that these variables, in addition to their direct effects, influence social efficiency
indirectly through the mediation of resilience. In other words, resilience, as a mediating construct, facilitates
the impact of uncertainty tolerance and psychological adaptability on social efficiency. Furthermore, the
findings showed that the data met normal distribution assumptions and that the conceptual model
demonstrated good structural and measurement fit and reliability. Therefore, resilience as a key
psychological capacity can significantly contribute to improving students’ social behaviors and
interpersonal interactions. The findings emphasize that enhancing students’ uncertainty tolerance and
psychological adaptability, especially through strengthening resilience, plays an important role in increasing
their social efficiency. Resilience, as a mediator, amplifies the positive effects of these two variables on
students’ social interactions and psychological skills, thereby fostering better mental health and social
functioning. Consequently, it is recommended that intervention and educational programs focus on
enhancing resilience and coping skills to effectively promote students’ psychological and social capacities.
Such an approach can play a critical role in improving students’ psycho-social quality of life and academic
success and assist educational policymakers in developing supportive strategies for promoting students’
mental and social well-being.
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Abstract

This study examines the level of awareness among primary school teachers
regarding the Fundamental Reform Document of Education and its impact on
their professional ethics within the context of cultural and social changes. The
aim was to analyze the relationship between awareness of the document and
components of professional ethics, including educational justice, professional
commitment, and ethical upbringing. A mixed-method (qualitative and
quantitative) approach was employed. The statistical population included primary
school teachers and principals in Malayer during the 2024-2025 academic year.
In the qualitative phase, 12 participants were selected through purposive sampling
for semi-structured interviews, and the data were analyzed using MAXQDA
software. In the quantitative phase, 225 teachers were selected through simple
random sampling and completed a researcher-developed questionnaire. The
quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS and Smart PLS software, employing
t-tests, ANOVA, and structural equation modeling. The results revealed that
awareness of the document had a significant positive effect on educational justice
(B=0.546), professional commitment (B=0.338), and ethical upbringing
(B=0.651), but no significant effect on social interactions (f=0.102). Therefore,
enhancing teachers’ awareness of the Fundamental Reform Document can
improve their professional ethics and contribute to the overall quality of
education.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In primary education, which lays the foundation for students’ character development, social skills, and
academic structure, the role of teachers as key agents in achieving educational goals becomes particularly
critical. In this context, teachers' awareness of and adherence to top-level educational documents—
especially the Fundamental Reform Document of Education, regarded as the roadmap for the national
education system—plays a pivotal role in enhancing educational quality and institutionalizing professional
ethics. However, evidence suggests that many primary school teachers lack sufficient familiarity with this
document, which may lead to shortcomings in their educational roles, diminished ethical commitment, and
reduced instructional quality. In light of these concerns, analyzing the relationship between teachers’ level
of awareness of the Reform Document and their adherence to principles of professional ethics—particularly
in the face of cultural and social transformations—is an essential step toward reconstructing the education
system and formulating effective strategies for shaping the future generation.

Methodology

This study employed a mixed-method approach to examine primary school teachers’ awareness of the
Fundamental Reform Document of Education and its impact on their professional ethics in Malayer during
the 2024-2025 academic year. In the qualitative phase, 8 to 12 teachers and principals with relevant
expertise and experience were selected using purposive sampling to participate in semi-structured
interviews. The data were coded and analyzed thematically using MAXQDA software. In the quantitative
phase, the statistical population consisted of all primary school teachers in Malayer, from which a sample
was selected through simple random sampling based on standard statistical formulas. Data were collected
via standardized questionnaires measuring awareness and professional ethics and analyzed using SPSS.
Additionally, the conceptual model was evaluated using Smart PLS software and the partial least squares
(PLS) method. Instrument validity was confirmed through expert review and Cronbach’s alpha, while the
reliability of qualitative analyses was ensured through independent coding. By integrating qualitative and
guantitative data, this mixed-method approach offered a comprehensive understanding of how teacher
awareness influences professional ethics in the context of cultural and social change.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the study indicate that primary school teachers’ awareness of the Fundamental Reform
Document is significantly and positively related to key components of their professional ethics, especially
educational justice, professional commitment, and the ethical upbringing of students. Thematic analysis of
the qualitative data showed that teachers placed strong emphasis on the educational goals outlined in the
document and the realization of educational justice, while challenges such as lack of specialized training
and workload pressure were identified as major obstacles to full implementation. Structural analysis of the
guantitative data using Smart PLS confirmed a direct and significant effect of awareness on professional
ethics (e.g., path coefficient of 0.691 for the overall effect of awareness on professional ethics). Among the
dimensions assessed, only the relationship between awareness and social interactions was not statistically
significant (p = 0.059). Model fit indices (SRMR = 0.05, NFI = 0.93, GFI = 0.96) indicated a good fit
between the conceptual model and empirical data. The results of this study suggest that teachers’ awareness
of the Fundamental Reform Document serves as a key factor in enhancing their professional ethics within
the primary education setting. The high level of teacher engagement with the document’s overarching
goals—particularly in areas such as educational justice, professional commitment, and ethical role-
modeling—demonstrates that increased awareness correlates with more structured and responsible
professional behavior. Nevertheless, obstacles such as insufficient capacity-building programs and systemic
pressures negatively affect the full realization of the document’s objectives. Therefore, strengthening
support structures, designing targeted training programs, and addressing the professional needs of teachers
can pave the way for the effective implementation of the document’s transformative goals and elevate the
quality of education in primary schools.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In discourse aimed at deeply influencing the hearts and minds of the audience, alongside clarity and
avoidance of ambiguity, certain aesthetic qualities such as conciseness and purposeful brevity are essential.
From this perspective, metaphor—especially its allegorical type—holds a distinguished position as one of
the most prominent concise rhetorical devices, enabling the transmission of intangible and spiritual concepts
in a tangible and perceptible form. The Holy Quran, by utilizing explicit and allegorical parables, has
effectively harnessed this rhetorical capacity to convey complex, abstract ideas in a simple and impactful
manner. Despite the crucial role and significance of such metaphors in understanding and influencing
religious discourse, comprehensive and independent studies on the use of allegorical metaphor in the
Quran’s allegorical parables remain limited and insufficient. This research seeks to address the question of
whether and how allegorical metaphor is employed in the Quran’s allegorical parables, as well as its
rhetorical functions and effects. To this end, selected allegorical parables were extracted and their allegorical
metaphors examined in detail.

Methodology

This study is descriptive-analytical and based on a qualitative content analysis approach. The statistical
population includes all Quranic verses containing metaphorical and allegorical concepts, with a special
focus on verses employed as allegorical parables. Samples were purposefully selected based on criteria such
as the type and method of metaphor usage, its impact on audience comprehension, and semantic connection
to the fundamental concepts of the Quran, ranging from approximately 30 to 50 verses. Data collection was
conducted through reputable tafsir (Quranic exegesis) sources, rhetorical and linguistic texts, and lexicons.
The validity of the instruments was confirmed through expert reviews in Quranic sciences and rhetoric, and
reliability was ensured via inter-rater agreement tests. Data analysis was performed gqualitatively and
textually, with careful examination of the aesthetic structure and function of allegorical metaphor, as well
as its effect on the understanding and rhetorical impact of the Quranic discourse—an endeavor requiring
scientific precision and specialized approaches due to the linguistic and rhetorical complexity of the Quran.

Results and Discussion

Metaphor, as one of the most significant rhetorical tools in Arabic language and the Holy Quran, plays a
crucial role in conveying deep and vivid concepts. This study, by examining the allegorical metaphors in
the parables of the Quran, demonstrated that this type of metaphor expresses abstract ideas through tangible
imagery by omitting one side of the simile and relying on semantic context. Various definitions of metaphor
from classical and modern rhetoricians, including Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Sa'd al-Din Taftazani, and
contemporary linguists such as Kourosh Safavi, attest to the importance and complexity of this literary
device. The findings indicate that the allegorical metaphor, through combining multiple features and
creating compound similarities, significantly aids in conveying complex Quranic concepts. By analyzing 13
verses from the parables in the Quran, this study explored the role of allegorical metaphor in expressing
concepts such as the treachery of hypocrites, the weight of sins, divine surveillance, and the dichotomy of
truth and falsehood. The results showed that this metaphor, by transforming abstract ideas into concrete
images, deepens the audience's understanding and makes the message more enduring. Moreover, the
interpretive and multidimensional nature of allegorical metaphors renders the Quran a dynamic text
adaptable to various contexts. This research recommends further studies employing modern rhetorical and
linguistic approaches to uncover the hidden layers of Quranic metaphors.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of adornment and beautification is one of the fundamental elements in shaping both individual
and social identity. Beyond mere physical attractiveness, it reflects cultural affiliation, social roles, and
gender interactions within historical and cultural contexts. From an Islamic perspective, adornment also
holds significant importance and is addressed in the Qur'an with a nuanced and multidimensional approach.
Verses 18 of Surah Az-Zukhruf and 31 of Surah An-Nur specifically articulate the Qur’anic view on
adornment in relation to gender differences. Verse 18 of Az-Zukhruf, while critiquing pre-Islamic attitudes,
reflects a particular cultural perception of women and adornment; in contrast, verse 31 of An-Nur outlines
the legal boundaries of adornment, emphasizing the role of religious norms in regulating gender relations.
The inclination toward adornment in both women and men, in addition to biological and psychological
factors, is profoundly influenced by cultural and social structures. Women often perceive adornment as a
means of identity formation and gaining social acceptance, whereas men tend to associate it with power and
status. This study adopts an interpretive and interdisciplinary approach, seeking a deeper understanding of
the gendered representation of adornment in the Qur’an and its socio-cultural dimensions, based on an
analysis of the aforementioned verses.

Methodology

This study employs qualitative content analysis and a thematic-interpretive approach to examine Qur'anic
concepts related to the inclination toward adornment in women and men, focusing specifically on verses 18
of Surah Az-Zukhruf and 31 of Surah An-Nur. The verses are analyzed within their historical and cultural
context using authoritative Shi‘a exegeses, such as Al-Mizan by Allama Tabataba’i and Majma“ al-Bayan
by Tabrisi, which, due to their linguistic, contextual, and thematic precision, enable a more comprehensive
interpretation of the subject of adornment. Furthermore, to facilitate comparative analysis and deepen the
understanding of cultural and psychological underpinnings, scholarly sources from the fields of sociology
of religion, gender psychology, and cultural studies are utilized. The data are conceptually categorized and
analyzed according to key components such as the innate or acquired nature of the inclination, the role of
social context, and the relationship between adornment and individual/social identity. The validity of
findings is ensured through cross-source triangulation and interdisciplinary integration, contributing to the
coherence of the results with the research aims of elucidating the semantic and social dimensions of
adornment.

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that the Qur’an presents a distinct perspective on the inclination toward adornment in
women and men. While verse 18 of Surah Az-Zukhruf points to women’s natural and socially reinforced
tendency toward adornment—interpreting it within both innate and cultural frameworks—uverses related to
men, such as verse 14 of Surah Al-‘Tmran and verse 8 of Surah An-Nahl, link men’s desires more closely to
symbols of power, wealth, and social standing. The Qur’an treats adornment as a multi-layered concept,
encompassing both material attractions (such as gold, clothing, and transport) and spiritual adornments like
faith. Comparative analysis of the verses and Shi‘a commentaries indicates that, for women, adornment is
more often associated with identity expression, emotional connection, and social interaction, whereas for
men it functions as a symbol of dominance and status-seeking. These differences in meaning and function
stem from inherent distinctions between the sexes, while also being shaped by education and cultural
context. The results of this study suggest that the inclination toward adornment is an innate human trait—
particularly pronounced in women—that is analyzed in the Qur’an through a systematic and ethically
grounded approach. The Qur’an recognizes this inclination and guides it within the bounds of religious and
social norms, seeking a balance between external and internal forms of beauty through verses 18 of Az-
Zukhruf and 31 of An-Nur. Although women are more prone to outward adornment, this tendency, when
rightly directed, can reinforce moral and familial identity. Conversely, in men, adornment appears more as
an expression of authority and a measure of social success. The Qur’an, by critiquing excessive self-display
(tabarruj) and promoting inner beauty, provides an ethical framework for managing this desire. Adopting
an integrative approach, this study challenges reductionist views of women and emphasizes the roles of
education, culture, and religion in properly shaping the inclination toward adornment. It also opens the door
to broader research in the fields of gender studies and Islamic education.
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