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The Hawraman region, located in the western part of the Central Zagros, is a
mountainous area with perennial rivers that have carved out deep and narrow valleys.
These fertile valleys have served as corridors and habitats for human communities for
thousands of years. First occupied in the Paleolithic period, the region subsequently
hosted various human groups throughout millennia. Today, the remains of these
settlements can be seen in the form of caves, sites, mounds, buildings, villages, and,
in more developed forms, cities. A key issue concerning these settlements is
understanding the process of their formation, particularly during the Islamic period.
In this regard, by overlapping 576 identified archaeological sites with 244 villages and
towns in a GIS environment, a total of 61 integrated zones (combinations of
archaeological sites with rural and urban points) were identified within the cultural
landscape of Hawraman. For analytical purposes, the area was examined in an
alternating checkerboard grid system. Based on this grid, 14 integrated zones were
selected and subjected to archaeological analysis (as samples from the 61 zones). This
ultimately led to identifying the causes and factors behind the formation, continuity,
and development of settlements (villages) in Hawraman. The findings revealed that
the environmental and natural geographical features of Hawraman have been the most
significant factors influencing the formation, continuity, and expansion of settlements
throughout different periods, especially during the Islamic era. The aim of this study
is to introduce the key natural factors and evaluate their role in shaping Islamic-period
settlements in Hawraman.
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