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From ancient times, humans have depicted their daily lives, beliefs, and
traditions through engravings on cave walls and rocks. Rock carvings are
among the most important evidence for studying the lifestyle, artistic roots, and
cultural heritage of human societies. This research aims to identify and analyze
newly discovered rock carvings in Doroud County, Lorestan Province,
conducting a comparative study with other carvings found in the Central
Zagros region, exploring their symbolism, and determining relative
chronology. The findings of the study are based on field surveys,
documentation, and recording of the newly discovered motifs in the villages of
Chobdar, Shorshar, Zagheh, and Saranjeh. These motifs were then sketched
and analyzed through library-based studies. Results indicate that these
engravings were created during different periods, including prehistoric,
historical, and Islamic eras, and are comparable to rock carvings found in other
sites in Central Zagros, such as Borujerd in Lorestan, Golpayegan in Isfahan,
and Kuhdasht in Lorestan. The motifs, including mountain goats, human
figures, horses, camels, and tools, are executed in simple, stylized, side
profiles, and some feature three-dimensional horns. The techniques used to
create these carvings vary across locations, with the motifs in Chobdar,
Zagheh, and Saranjeh created using hammering techniques, while those in
Shorshar were made using carving methods. The tools used in creating the
carvings were both metallic and stone-based.

Citation: Saki, S., Rahimi, S., & Rezaloo, R. (2025). Analysis and Relative Chronology of Modern Petroglyphs of Central
Zagros (Case Study: Durood). Archaeology of Iran, 14(2), 175-194.
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