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Development of International Criminal Law: A Perspective on the
Practice of International Criminal Tribunals
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Abstract

Field and Aims: Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, as the most severe
violations of humanitarian law, have been a key driver in the development of
international criminal law. This study examines the impact of these violations on
the formation and evolution of the international legal system, focusing on the role
of international criminal tribunals in defining, criminalizing, and prosecuting such
offenses.

Method: This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that the jurisprudence of
tribunals such as the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY), the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), and the
International Criminal Court (ICC) has established new standards for individual
and collective criminal responsibility by interpreting key concepts such as
command responsibility, war crimes, and direct participation in hostilities.
Landmark cases like Lubanga, Katanga, Al-Mahdi, and Dominic Ongwen confirm
that grave breaches are prosecutable even in non-international armed conflicts.
Furthermore, the study reveals that while international criminal law has taken
significant strides toward delivering justice for victims, persistent challenges—
such as weak enforcement mechanisms and political interference—remain
unresolved. Strengthening international cooperation and implementing structural
reforms within international criminal institutions could enhance the system’s
effectiveness in addressing grave violations of humanitarian law.

Keywords: Grave breaches, International Criminal Court (ICC), International
criminal law, international crimes, Geneva Conventions.
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