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The legal system of the use of nuclear energy in military activities is not
prohibited, emphasizing the AUKUS case

Saleh Rezaee Pishrobat't<, Hashem Zaferani?

Abstract

Field and Aims: International law, while prohibiting non-nuclear weapon states from
acquiring nuclear weapons, has allowed them to use nuclear materials in non-prohibited
military activities under certain conditions, and the International Atomic Energy Agency's
safeguards against Exclude it. Following the conclusion of the AUKUS agreement between
the US, England and Australia in September 2021, regarding the transfer of 12 military
nuclear submarines by the first two governments to Australia (known as the AUKUS
agreement), the issue of the possibility of excluding the Agency's protection from these
activities has become an international concern. It was transformed and placed on the agenda
of the Board of Governors of the Agency. Legally, what is the meaning of prohibited
military activities and what are the legal bases and status as well as the conditions of
benefiting from it in international law is a question that this article has investigated.
Method: This article is written in a descriptive-analytical way.

Finding and Conclusion: The findings of this research indicate that the existing
international law allows non-nuclear weapon states to enjoy non-prohibited military
applications of nuclear energy and exclude related activities from the protection of the
Agency, but granting such A permission to these countries has caused a legal gap in the
nuclear non-proliferation system and has caused international concerns.

Keywords: International Atomic Energy Agency, safeguards, AUKUS Treaty, non-
prohibited nuclear energy military activity.
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