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The role of Interpol surveillance networks in curbing transnational
terrorism
Azar Alinezhad'

Abstract

Field and Aims: The spread of terrorism outside the borders of countries led to the
formation of a type of terrorism, known as transnational terrorism. Today, the
development and advancement of communication and information technologies
and the use of them by terrorist organizations and individuals has created a
situation were dealing with this form of terrorism has become a new challenge at
the international level, and numerous international organizations and institutions
has also involved the international community in this confrontation and providing
effective solutions. Interpol is one of the organizations that, by having supervisory
institutions at the international level, can take effective measures in the field of
curbing this form of terrorism, and the purpose of this article is to examine the role
of Interpol's supervisory networks in this regard.

Method: This article is written in a descriptive-analytical way.

Finding and Conclusion: The findings indicate that terrorist groups with goals,
activities and organizational forms that are beyond their origin can be called
"transnational”. Therefore, terrorists can be transnational in three ways: goals,
actions and organizational form. In dealing with the transnational terrorism
network, Interpol has adopted methods that include: a- Identifying suspected
terrorists; b- Preventing the travel of people suspected of terrorist activities; C-
tracing the financial resources of terrorists; T- The use of two monitoring networks
including the mobile network database and the fixed network database. Interpol
member states that have adopted the connection to mobile and fixed networks and
have also used it to screen people and documents at border crossings and other key
points, compared to member states that have not joined or installed this connection.
But they have not activated, they have suffered less transnational terrorist
incidents. Of course, it is clear that the aforementioned networks cannot identify
the traffic of potential terrorists whose information is not in Interpol or national
data banks as suspected terrorists.
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Introduction

The scenario of strengthening the solidarity and cohesion of the international
community in dealing with terrorism, with features such as a more serious
leadership of the United Nations, a commitment to respect human rights in the fight
against terrorism, the formation of a coherent operational strategy, accepting the
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court to punish the perpetrators of
terrorist acts and strengthening equality and Economic justice is one of the most
likely and most desirable prospects for countering terrorism in the international
arena. This can be seen from the historical campaign of countering terrorism in the
international arena, when efforts to curb terrorist acts were put on the agenda of the
United Nations.

Two important factors have led to the fact that terrorism is important from an
international point of view, firstly, the main goal of terrorists is to force
governments to accept their demands, and secondly, the level of terrorist acts is
reflected in international dimensions. did Accordingly, in 1972, the United Nations
General Assembly established a special committee with the agenda of defining
terrorism, which, after seven years of efforts, submitted its report to the General
Assembly in 1979 without providing a definition of terrorism, in which it explained
the reason for not defining terrorism. He had declared the existence of differences
of opinion between the developing and developed countries regarding the nature of
the activities of the liberation movements. However, the actions at the level of
international organizations did not stop and international organizations, considering
the importance of the issue of transnational terrorism, especially after the
September 11 incident, tried to use the maximum power of the governments and
international players in dealing with it. They did it with me. The use of the
capacities of the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) and the
cooperation of the governments as much as possible with this organization took
place in this direction.

Thus, Interpol's surveillance methods, which cost millions of euros per year, are
valuable given their effectiveness in curbing transnational terrorism, as our analysis
will show. In principle, Interpol helps member countries to deal with terrorist
organizations by coordinating police activities. Besides that, it offers many services
including police training, communication links, coordinating the pursuit of
fugitives, etc. to the member countries. This article focuses on one of these
services, which is the control of transnational terrorism through Interpol
surveillance networks.

Conclusion

The historical campaign of countering terrorism in the international arena shows
that countering terrorism is an international challenge. Terrorism is the
premeditated use or threat of violence by individuals or groups to achieve a
political or social goal by intimidating a large audience beyond the immediate
victims. In the description of transnational terrorism, it should be said that just as
transnational companies originate from one place and develop operations that
expand locally and internationally, terrorist groups with goals, activities and
organizational forms that go beyond their origin can also be "transnational”. called
Two important factors are involved in the recognition of transnational terrorism,
which include the different nationality of terrorist perpetrators and the spread of
terrorist actions and operations outside the borders of the country where the
terrorists are present. Also, distinguishing the nationality of the victims is another
criterion for identifying transnational terrorism. In distinguishing transnational
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terrorism from civil war, it should be said that civil wars are considered as intra-
state violent conflicts that pit a state against non-state rivals, whether these rivals
are separatists motivated by ethnic nationalist grievances or minorities or
revolutionaries whose goal is to displace the ruling elite. to be Civil wars often take
the form of insurgencies aimed at mobilizing the population against the
government rather than conventional wars in which armies engage each other. One
of the institutions that plays an important role in dealing with transnational
terrorism is the Interpol organization, which performs this role in different ways.
INTERPOL links law enforcement agencies, national headquarters and the General
Secretariat of INTERPOL in the fight against transnational crime and terrorism.
Specifically, INTERPOL addresses six major criminal concerns: first - corruption,
second - drugs and organized crime, third - financial and high-tech crimes, fourth -
fugitives, fifth - human trafficking, and sixth - transnational terrorism.

In order to deal with the transnational terrorism network, Interpol uses methods
that include the use of tools to identify suspected terrorists. This method is to use
the biometric system and enter information in the network 24/7. Another method is
to prevent suspected people from traveling. Another way is to trace the financial
resources of terrorists, which is done by limiting these resources by the member
states. What we specifically considered in this article was Interpol's surveillance
networks and their effectiveness in dealing with transnational terrorism. In 2005,
Interpol introduced two surveillance networks, a mobile network database and a
fixed network database that facilitate the search of persons, motor vehicles and
documents in international transit or elsewhere. The main difference between these
networks is that in the fixed network it provides access to an online database that is
constantly updated, while in the mobile network database it also provides access to
an offline database. It is downloaded periodically and updated every 24 to 48
hours. The fact is that global security depends on the level of security in the least
secure country. Therefore, the adoption of both networks created by Interpol by a
country may divert some transnational terrorist incidents to countries that do not
use this technology, thereby reducing transnational terrorism in the monitored and
connected countries. Increases in non-connected countries. Analyzes show that
INTERPOL member states that have adopted mobile and fixed network
connectivity and used it to screen people and documents at border crossings and
other key points than those that have not. They did not connect or installed it but
did not activate it, they have less transnational terrorist incidents. Of course, these
networks cannot identify the transit of potential terrorists whose information is not
in Interpol or national data banks as suspected terrorists. What has been said leads
us to the conclusion that dealing with transnational terrorism requires serious
determination at the international level, and if the governments have serious
determination in this regard, it will be very useful to use methods such as the
Interpol surveillance network, but if this determination is not serious for various
reasons, the international community will not be able to act effectively in dealing
with transnational terrorism. It may be said that the non-joining or non-cooperation
of some governments with this network is for the same reasons that the
international community has not been able to reach a single definition of
"terrorism", and this is something that we will always be involved with. However,
it is necessary to note that some actions clearly have the characteristics of a
terrorist act, and the identification of groups that engage in this type of actions, and
the commitment of governments to cooperate with organizations such as Interpol,
as well as a serious determination in using the method new methods in dealing with
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this type of measures, in addition to reducing many internal costs, will help to
realize global security as much as possible.
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Table 1
Number of searches and MIND/FIND connection status
Connected Not connected
Number of searches Average searches Country-year cases Average searches Country-year cases
-1,000 11,005,625.0 135 897,974.9 7

1,000 81.1 124 3.0 298

Openin a separate window

Notes: This table shows the average number of searches and the number of country-year

MIND/FIND connection status and whether countries performed at least 1,000 searches or not
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