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Proportionality of applying the precautionary principle with the
category of guaranteeing water security
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Abstract

Field and Aims: The right to water is the origin and manifestation of many human
rights. The lack of proper access to water resources has brought many crises,
especially many environmental crises for societies, which has caused insecurity for
humans. Therefore, legal scholars are always trying to explain mechanisms to get
out of these environmental crises.

Method: In this research, descriptive-analytical method has been used and library
method has been utilized as the method of collecting information.

Finding and Conclusion: The main question is whether the establishment and
application of the precautionary principle can guarantee water security as well as a
suitable solution to prevent water crises and tensions. Because the lack of access to
water affects human development and the lack of development in any society
colors the disputes over resources. Therefore, paying attention to and using the
precautionary principle as one of the key solutions accelerates environmental
preventive measures and improves crisis management and ultimately ensures water
security. Therefore, it seems that there is a direct relationship between ensuring
water security and applying the precautionary principle. And applying this
principle to ensure water security can be considered as a suitable solution.
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Introduction

Access to water resources is effective in realizing many human rights. Because
water is one of the basic and vital elements in the life of human societies, mankind
has settled in Kettler water resources to meet its needs, and this itself has become
the beginning of the formation of human civilizations. Therefore, any lack of
access to this vital resource can cause many environmental crises. And these crises
become the cause of many national and international conflicts and disputes and
ultimately bring insecurity. Today, security is recognized as one of the examples of
human rights, as evidenced by many legal documents. Security includes a wide
range of topics such as human security, water security and economic and social
security. One of the aspects that endangers human security, especially water
security, is the occurrence of environmental crises. Therefore, the author seeks to
find an answer to this question: can establishing and applying the precautionary
principle guarantee water safety?

The existence of environmental principles such as the principle of precaution, the
principle of prevention, the principle of information, as accepted in the
international and domestic legal documents of many countries, has been considered
effective in preventing environmental crises. The precautionary principle is one of
the important and basic principles that, according to many scholars of international
law, can play an essential role in preventing environmental damage. Therefore, it is
necessary to examine concepts such as security, human security, water security and
its importance and the precautionary principle.

Conclusion

The goal of human security is to protect people against all crises and threats. The
importance of water can be seen in different dimensions of development. In
general, social, economic and political development has taken place around the
axis of water, because water supplies basic human needs such as food and even the
needs that emerged after the creation of industry. Therefore, water plays an
effective role in the development process, guaranteeing water security in the form
of reliable and suitable access for each person to sufficient water in order to enjoy a
healthy life. Access to this right is the basis for securing and accessing many
human rights such as the right to food, welfare, health, the right to development
and most importantly the right to life. It will also be the basis for creating many
tensions. Therefore, the existence of any obstacle on this vital liquid affects many
human rights. The precautionary principle is one of the principles that has been
developed in the light of international environmental law and is approved by many
countries, and its main purpose is to protect the environment and prevent its
destruction and pollution. The precautionary principle does not consider mere
possibility as a factor to ignore (precautionary measures) and considers the
existence of potential and possible risks to be important. In addition, time is also
considered as an important factor because ignoring time reduces the opportunity to
take action.

The experiences of the countries and the existing crises confirm the fact that not
paying attention to environmental principles can leave many harmful effects, so
that wherever there is more attention to the application of the precautionary
principle, water security is more guaranteed. On the other hand, by looking at the
domestic laws, especially in the areas related to water, this principle (precautionary
principle) is not properly emphasized because the laws are generally development-
oriented and less attention is paid to environmental issues. In the current procedure,
it is possible to see the cases that are the cause of many environmental crises,
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because the geographical location and climate of Iran is such that the issue of water
has become one of the main challenges of Iran. Of course, there are also cases in
which environmental principles such as the precautionary principle have been seen.
The issue of guaranteeing water security in the current situation is such that the
possibility of any incident that prevents access to water resources should be
anticipated and any conflict should be prevented. Therefore, it requires serious
determination both in establishing the law and in the implementation phase. If the
precautionary principle is ignored, there will be less opportunity to take action to
ensure water safety.

It seems that there is a direct relationship between the application of the
precautionary principle and the guarantee of water security, because by paying
attention to this principle, threats are less likely to appear and the level of security
increases and water security is guaranteed. Therefore, applying this principle can
be a good solution to prevent water crises and tensions. In this regard, it is
suggested to pay more attention to this principle in order to prevent disputes. One
of the effective ways is to create legal mechanisms; These mechanisms in the
framework of legislation can provide suitable conditions to apply this principle and
ultimately guarantee water security.
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