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International Responsibility of Greece and The United States of
America for Seizing the Oil Tanker of The Islamic Republic of Iran
Mohamad Setayeshpur?, Moien Saadi><?

Abstract

Field and Aims: following the seizure of the oil tanker of the Islamic Republic of
Iran by Greece, which took place on the orders of the US Department of Justice,
international responsibility is realized. The two elements of attribution and breach
of obligation, which are elements of creating international responsibility, are
evident in relation to the actions of two states. On the other hand, the retaliatory
action of the Islamic Republic of Iran can be justified according to the provisions
of the international law of the seas and also based on the assumption of the claims
made by the Greek government in the context of the retaliatory action. The
consequences of the international wrongful act carried out by Greece and the
U.S.A. should also be stopped and compensation for the damages should be paid in
full to Iran.

Method: The present research was carried out using a descriptive-analytical
method.

Finding and Conclusion: In the case of the seizure of the oil tanker known as
Lana, which used to operate under the name of Pegas and was carrying an oil cargo
belonging to Iran, the Greek government illegally seized the ship while it docked in
the coastal waters of Greece and then transferred its cargo to the American ship at
the request of the US Department of Justice. The international wrongful act is
considers as a breach of international obligation of Greece and the United States of
America which causes the international responsibility of both states.

Keywords: seizure of the oil tanker, international responsibility, international
wrongful act, breach of international obligation.
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Introduction

The oil tanker ship belonging to the Islamic Republic of Iran, which previously
operated under the name of Pegas and was renamed to Lana, and operates under
the flag of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on 30 Ordibehesht 1401 (equivalent to 19
April 2022), in While it docked at the coast of Karistos port in Greece due to
adverse weather conditions, it was seized by the Greek government and at the
request of the US Department of Justice, the cargo containing oil belonging to the
Islamic Republic of Iran was unloaded by the port authorities of the Greek
government and handed over to the American tanker (Ports & Maritime
Organization, 2022). In this regard, the CEO of the Ports and Maritime
Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran considered the seizure of the oil
tanker carrying Iranian oil illegal and contrary to the positions of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) and protested the government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to the Secretary General of the International Maritime
Organization regarding the wrongful act of Greece (Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, 2022). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of
Iran also condemned the protests of the Islamic Republic of Iran following the
illegal seizure of a ship with the flag of the Islamic Republic of Iran by summoning
the charge d'affaires of the governments of Greece and Switzerland and calling it a
breach of the international obligations of this state (Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
20220).

On the 6th of Khordad 1401 (equivalent to May 27, 2022), According to the report
of the Ports and Maritime Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran, two Greek
ships, which were in violation of maritime regulations, were seized by the Navy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps with a court
order issued by the national courts of the Islamic Republic of Iran. (alef analytical
society, 2022).

Following the seizure of the oil tanker and the transfer of its oil to the American
ship, as well as the seizure of two Greek oil tankers in Iranian waters, the
authorities of the two countries reached an agreement regarding the release of the
two ships, during which and due to the legal actions of the Iranian side, the Court
of Appeal The opinion of Greece overruled the initial ruling on the seizure of the
oil tanker and ordered the release of the Lana ship.

The upcoming research deals with the issue of international responsibility for the
government of Greece and the United States of America with regard to the
wrongful act and relies on the collection of articles of the International Law
Commission 2001, which often includes a set of customary rules regarding the
international responsibility of states.

Conclusion

The seizure of the tanker carrying the oil of the Islamic Republic of Iran by the
Greek government and the unloading of its oil onto the ship belonging to the
United States of America at the request of the United States Department of Justice
faced numerous political reactions from the authorities of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, during which the international wrongful act of Greece should be strongly
condemned and considered to be against the regulations of the World Maritime
Organization.

The international wrongful act of the Greek government in seizing the Lana oil
tanker as well as cooperating with the United States government in unloading the
oil cargo belonging to the Islamic Republic of Iran, causes the international
responsibility of both states. In fact, according to Article 1 of the 2001
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International Law Commission, the action of the Greek and United States
governments causes their international responsibility as soon as it occurs, and also
according to Article 2 of the International Law Commission, the wrongful act can
be attributed to the aforementioned countries.

In addition, the wrongful action of the states of Greece and the United States of
America is considered a breach of their international obligations and causes the
emergence of secondary obligations according to the set of articles of the 2001
International Law Commission.

cessation has a negative aspect, while the guarantee of non-repetition has a
preventive aspect and is invoked to ensure the implementation of the obligation in
the future.

In addition to the fact that compensation for damages is possible through restoring
the situation to its former state, and if it is not possible to completely restore the
situation to its former state, it is conceivable to pay compensation to the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Also, this compensation should be equal to the share of each state
in the damage caused.
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