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Abstract

Field and Aims: Children's rights are considered as special examples of human
rights, so ignoring this issue leads to violation of human rights from the
international aspect and also has irreparable consequences inside the country.
Eliminating child labor is not possible except with the union of relevant
institutions, the guarantee of effective and continuous legal implementation along
with the unification of legal rules.

Method: This is a qualitative and applied research in terms of purpose, and in
terms of collecting information by documentary method and studying international
documents, sources related to the subject and the obtained information has been
analyzed descriptively-analytically method to examine the challenges of child labor
in Iran with a view on international law.

Findings and results: The lack of coordination of the responsible institutions and
insufficient budget, along with the economic recession caused by Covid-19 and its
effects, are among the most important reasons for child labor not being solved in
the country. Ambiguity and contradictions in domestic laws by joining
international treaties have made this problem more complicated.

The approval of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescent Rights in
2019 in Iran has been a positive step for coordination with international laws, but
in this law, without changing the age of the child in the previous definitions, people
under the 18 are protected in specified cases. Therefore, in cases outside the scope
of this law, children do not receive the necessary support. Continued reform of
laws is necessary for comprehensive protection.

Key words: challenges of child labor, child labor rights, child labor in international
law.
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Introduction

The issue of children's rights is one of the most important human rights challenges in
developing countries. This affects all aspects of a society including economic, social and
political. The recognition of children's rights acts as a support in defending their rights and
preventing their exploitation and is one of the most obvious indicators in developed
countries. Meanwhile, working children who are often used as tools due to economic
issues, their situation is more sensitive. The phenomenon of child labor has been solved for
a long time in developed countries, and in some developing countries like Iran, it continues
to intensify with a more miserable situation every day.

Previous studies on child labor have been mostly based on the implementation of part of the
rights of working children in domestic and international law (Rahmatifar, 2017: 285) or
have focused on the working conditions of children (Khoshnawaz, 2014: 23). In this
research, we try to find out the reasons and solutions for child labor by analyzing new
problems along with old problems with the help of international law. The main cause of
child labor is poverty, but other factors such as the lack of management of child labor, the
spread of Covid-19 and the accompanying economic problems have also aggravated the
problem. From the legislative aspect, various internal regulations and rules related to
children's rights, especially regarding the concept of child, child labor and their working
conditions, are facing concern and its ambiguity has increased by joining international
conventions. This confusion has also affected the performance of relevant institutions and
has made it difficult for them to perform their duties correctly. In the meantime, the newly
approved law on the protection of the rights of children and adolescents has also been
added to the range of existing regulations, therefore, it is necessary to adapt and analyze the
materials related to the rights of child labor in addition to adapting to domestic and
international laws in order to resolve the ambiguities of the legal status of child labor.

Rules and regulations will lose their effectiveness without a guarantee of implementation.
Governments are the main enforcers of children's rights, which try to implement laws better
by enacting laws, monitoring them and joining international conventions. As the strength of
international law increases, domestic laws are reduced in favor of legal harmonization of
children's rights. The binding nature of the rules to protect children's rights will determine
the level of attention and importance of governments to this matter. The important
questions are what were the main challenges and reasons for not solving the child labor
phenomenon? To what extent has the approval of the new child and adolescent protection
law been effective in resolving the ambiguities of domestic laws and in compatibility with
international regulations? To what extent have the international protective rules of
children's rights been effective in Iran's legal system?

Conclusion

The reasons for not solving child labor in Iran should be investigated from both domestic
and international perspectives. Although poverty caused by the chaotic economic situation
is the most important cause of child labor, and the recession caused by the Covid-19 disease
in the world and Iran has also made the situation more critical; But the experience of
similar countries caught in the phenomenon of child labor, which have managed to control
the situation even in spite of the economic recession, should be highlighted. The confusion
of domestic laws, along with the lack of guarantee of adequate implementation for the
implementation of children's rights by the responsible institutions, has worsened the
situation of child labor. The National Authority of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child has also not been able to perform its most important task, which is the coordination of
institutions. The new law on the protection of the rights of children and adolescents
(approved in 2020), in accordance with international documents in terms of determining the
age of a child, without changing the definition of a child in the previous laws, has protected
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all people under the age of 18 in the permitted cases. On the other hand, according to the
body work law, paying attention to the issue of maturity, a child refers to a person under 15
years of age. Regarding the need to comply with the conditions governing child labor,
people under the age of 18 will be included under the scope of the labor law and the new
law on the protection of the rights of children and adolescents. Therefore, people between
15 and 18 years of age will also benefit from the guarantees of the implementation of the
new law if their rights are violated at work.

In the international dimension, although most countries have tried to adapt their domestic
laws to international laws, there is still no universal definition of the age of end of
childhood and also of child labor. In most international documents, more attention is paid to
the working conditions of children and the procedure is that the determination of age is left
to the discretion of governments. Although this approach will cause more countries to join
international documents, it can cause the definition of a child to vary around the world and
fewer people will receive the necessary legal protection. Although the international laws
protecting the rights of children have had a significant impact on the domestic laws of
countries, there are different opinions about the binding nature of the international laws
related to the rights of child labor. Some refer to international conventions such as the
Convention on Children's Rights and subject these rights to the maximum efforts of
countries and do not see binding rules for it, therefore they believe that these laws lack any
real power to implement regulations. Some other theories take a step forward and believe
that there should be mandatory measures of the government against child labor and the
continuous intervention of executive institutions will create motivation and create
regulations to eliminate child labor. Considering the effective role of international laws to
prevent the violation of children's rights, strengthening this approach can lead to greater
protection of children's rights. The strong influence of international law in laws protecting
children's rights shows the strengthening of theories that consider the guarantee of effective
implementation mandatory for the violation of children's rights, especially child labor.
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