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Self-Defense, ) ) ) ) ) )
Cyber-attacks, Hostile actions and resorting to coercive force in the cyberspace fields
United States are very important issues that could challenge fundamental principles of
Government , the international law. Many States consider the cyberspace as a

battlefield and intend to inflict damages through it to their opponent

Safe Haven, . . . . .

Digital Defense, stat_es. United States is considered an avant—gar(_je in these issues. _The

Cyber War. United States possess many advanced technologies in cyberspace field.
In this respect, the necessity of self-defense (legitime defense) against
cyber-attacks seems inevitable, although from “treaty law” point of view
it lacks the basic internationally supported legislations. It remains to be
clarified whether the 51" Article of the United Nations Charter could be
used as a legal base for cyber self-defense or not and if that could be
entitled self-defense or not. This study employs descriptive-analytical
method through data analyzing system. Findings of this study indicate
that in the event of a cyber-attack by a State or its agents, a cyber-self-
defense could be legally justifiable provided that the legal conditions of
the self-defense such as compatibility of self-defense with the attacks
and some other international law principles (principle of non-use of
force for example) are met, Of course, in the path of self-defense, the
principle of proportionality must be observed as the main rule, and as
soon as the Security Council effectively intervenes in the crisis, the
defense must be terminated.

This article is an open access article distributed

@ ® under the terms and conditions of the Creative
LA Commons Attribution (CC BY) license:

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

88



https://doi.org/10.30495/cyberlaw.2023.701877

0 poT ousio WYUT WMo 9 w6 b (5 bl Mo JLS 10 «Eg g EBS» 9 3> 2):)03\\::)

SmliS A dnws 0)3
L)

Ol cabl e ol 33T o825 bl o dmls casns Jladl o Gsi (653 0555 (5 g2l .
*J.J SLF e :\\?)
Ol 2l o oDl 33T 8l b o ol ¢ Sl sle 2 0SESlS Gy 05,8 sl .)% 9
A e )
Ol cadl o e Sl ST ol bl o dmly (Sl p ke 0aS2Sls Gaim 058 lislind '
hosseinsorayaiiazar@iau-maragheh.ac.ir

VY 23553 Y0 I b VEY AT sl s b

0 S

L;LAJIJLQLJJLJ\LJ@ Syt 03,5 axlpe Uy &5 sl poge Hlo E—V}Aﬁb slad s 55w J.A}J)«;'L«MA} olal B!

L S5 4 bt 3l sl glialy 55 503 ged il Ko Ols Olgieas 1 550 (slab Cilises (glacd s &S| o el 1) ol

et S o3kl L 4 ol G ol sdmia VU1 La s 528l o 308 86 5 s 5 51 S eylod oo st 555 ats | 0T oS

VWY sl | Jolesed | peo Jl

S ol filis s 3 Clé: rl:_..-'\ oo by ol 5 a5k e w:ﬁ:dudy@lpomﬁlwl@:? ab i § g8
doze Jlo ke OV osle ol sbas 5 Mdlenn 5 m Aol 4 55 b oS ol OF lasd Ul bl 800S0 05l il
e andllae & o= o5 B, b e ool et b3 Sk (somle gt s 4 O 515 Al s plB1 pl s 015 e
Sl Gl 5l b e pll g 3 oS dad g DL Gaiod il el als p SeSL (655155 5 pase b e e
0 NS s oada Je s pde Jol LAl e ss Sl oLl wieg s g ke pis Ll b oles b s 4 Of Ll b A
Olpea cls Jool Ll g i gl s o adl sl cns (6l Forin gls 4 Ol o ot S Ol ol sl 55

vaJ“ WBCUQ‘Q\J;Q)A W\db}.&j}ﬁ 3)))@4{)5%3;%&) L5Lp] Alzrl.p

6)..:[.\» &;— g‘;“;?q'b Cb: ‘U“ cLi.AL.i gL{iJnT AMZAQYL:‘ 46;«._{[.» Mo 4@;&.& CL‘BJ b@j‘j .\t.lS

89

A

A
p
L)



()

A

; =z
Treh b=

\\°~YJL€€|J}MJL¢.&|C};JL~

PRI

b 6 Lab pl ST lle weo e ot 5o 5 K 4 0liilSe 51 i o Laoleslu 5 313l as ml 0 8153
30 0l il ol e sladaly 5 sl b laair dals (ot dali 1 Olgr slaml o iy ol il 536 1,
o Sl 5l ghas Cons pl 5 G (a0 5 LA lag e 4 s sdeee DL 5 ST 0L s ge sl 5o et
So3ld 03 1S 555 Azt (e SLa B 4 B (Sl SISl 5 il a sl ekl el 5 S 6l ol
Glas S 5 555 oy 5l i b Coale Jl b cosl moly (S3lme sl 5o S56 Dl ke 4 5L cle S5 ol
o8 a5 0 5 cilie glao s SIL Ll e 55 8 0356l (Schmitt, 2017: 215) Wles e sl |, ool oMK OT 035
65 dal s by W Sleladl oy sl 52 s 4 355 opl 5 ol el (g ol (sLab 53 50 Jow s planil o (el (sl lawin
o 1 haeds S L 555 o o gmies Ml il 83 28 O 0 Ldg U s 5l 550 b eslinad opl &S ol ol dls Il
55 bl o slae sl 013 S Jol 08U oS s eleal g anelr L ol slad 53 5554 Jess S
Jeos o ste ssi Jos e Ob o3 op ke opl 028 WS s WL Y el Ty ol b e e Olesle s pine el
b ol Cosled ade 50 Jo s oS 5500 Ol b andl 3 sad 000 1 (65505 glae, e b b ssd e 58 mle gldd 3 554
Wl gonn A3l e Olosl SBlal 5 a2l plhe JS 5 boas oS (65558 il IS

sxia Y esle ¥y s el odd S5 WbB [ gbay Ml (ls8 03 S 5 sssm g 4k Gl eslinl o sas LS
oo Il b o5 5] Caled e 55 3l oslinad b g 31355 (Mdlin Jalgs s b Lasl aam il sdol Sz Jlo Ol 3L
bl J ool 51 SGesle ol ALS (g5las g (il axiils & lie dote o Olejles Glual b aS (6 s 3o,k o 31 L (55548 ,a
o s aldss (s 5 Aliess Lalss oy5e 5o el Gsim sl adlel 5o 4SS e Ol 1) Pl G-
ol dlellgon &8 A0S o plais gt bl 53 e VAN NG P - e AV Jlo s st Jle Olesle o g0
Cdls 3 gy S addS 534S 4 e bge el opl 4 Bies ol opl 55 e Jlasl el s Madlos Jails, 5550 53 e e
5ol 3 gh e Jeol ol dgedie sn s a5 5 ol s s el 4 laze o il Sk 5 slestal Sle g 5e &S
WS o Jlasl 1 355 Cudgi e s G 45 e e 68 e DL S50 53 s el sk et (5,55 0L
Dhel b oo Cosled Bdaly SLIGI 5 Leiad oo soe ) WJlpll a5 Al Ha5a Jos b osie LAE e ol (28
55 el Ll e ) esle 3 S e dete Je Olejloe Glaal L oS (605 oy o 5550 55 a8 el S aze La 58 b
L 5 ol S o Olojlon ptin a3 Malops slsd Jlaie 51 03 5038 ade (65538 2 by 555 s 350 Jlas
o e 2b20) o5 s asa Jeste 35 gl plde 5o g AL el 1Bl S5l 55 5e oS Ll ealital g5 5l LS e Sy HpiS S
N Sl ke 45 305 55 ssh e s G sien (Sl eddan p 0 el 55 LS S sba e (N YA (JLS 5 uls
Sl el ¢ dote Ho Olosla ) pine o2in b b Gillas dowte e O3l el (5155 aalialad ol sl el
e Oleslo el (5l 55 bl go b 5 s b sladlane (slaaabcddl so o-Slavslay o (sladlate sladle sl Jaw 55 oddplonil ilonks
Dy i mezaies 5 S S (o3l gy ke plos Y

)N@,:,,Cu;»;mu:.ﬂ\);u,,:s&;J,ﬁ)njs4},,:>),U,s;u¢)u,¢yw>_,.;p.gp4sﬁu\ dlos Lol y per 3
R s o5 s Sl e 0L L ol dlie 1 ol Il G ol dles! (S 5 6mle S ol

doze e Olajle 55000 OV 03l



éﬂuo‘m}ﬁx;hL)La),::sg)suL;ﬁwaJ{u.aﬁ)wm uu);C,mebaujLﬂu.ol@,wCu;y
Alas o o 1 0T S 5 oS 5 4l (S el odozec VU

Sl K 3 i Jos )
35 g5 ol Bl b 4 (S oS cnl po il 5 5l sl e ged (b 1y il e 555 b OIS b s i
It gl b bl B3 g b e)lal 5 elel L 0313 G U 2 o8 (355 51 05 oo s Lrle ol e sl 3
338 edalin iyt Jlie 53 8 e il (6 s 3 DLl 0as ST 5L h (o00e Y el 53 g S jsate g
Sy Oy 0T B ls &S (Y VAT 0l o 5 Sl 5s) S be (il Tibe slaby ob 4y ldlls Jb ol sl
lazrl Gl Aol 3 LTSS oy ol 3,5 o 255 1 (50 03 Wb (nl 02 S slllns 3 Jlome ool sl 5 iy 025

?J&J@l_,;’-wéﬁqyoTéu)w‘o&\Q)yﬁ)?dLﬁMhml:dlw.&;\jkﬁjgwﬁw\);

amal 3 S pte 0T CAS 5 oS 5 Sl 03 S we dote Mo jpine ¥ asle ¥ Ly 53 bl o S 554 Juss poede ool
Lot g plsil dan oS 558 a8 K s Ol Yoesle ¥y 48 S o Claml e GDST g 5ol s Ml
5 SASsba Jy (A IYP0 iae) A3l esls | 0T 5 1S o3l Sl oty S pie 355 4 (53,50 55 Ko cdiled e | OF 51 eslina
535 35008 Sbme 35050 OF (5 681 el 3 gm s o it ) pie 53 530 Josh oo koS 5 e L3 Joe Al 5o 5o
V0 AYVE (5 am) digled o 3l Sloms 1y (6 2ty 3 50 505 (Slode 5 Al oo bl SelS

2ol Gb Sk el slas5iS LIl s K Ib 55 5 ane 5T s sl 535 Ysame day 528 51 S 830050 3
il oo 058 o bysiS e obbdg i 5 @bt b g5 5l plaslis Jold G sia 55 (slms o5 Lzils ]
goze 3013 5 5 OV (gesle 53 g0 s psgde 53 rmea s esle Vsl ¥ s ellal S s 550 Jst i ms ool
St a5 S S el ilanils las S oo 58 TG0 i pad Sy 53 IS el sdoete VLT 5 e e Olosla sn gos
s0l3 Bl m e 18 S anen STl 55 Sla ) 508 4SS gm0 s e D) 55 o e S5l 4 2 sl &S 5l I A2
Ly oolsn oV esle ¥ un 55 555 s pgehe 53 DLl o)l s S Gl Al e 5 golasl slaslis el o 1) ol
o3t S 0315 anen i 1l (waxman, 2011: 428-429) st pol Lo s [y s A OF Sl jie oo 5 Ko (555 1 sl
an i3 g daly s ol Ml anslr glizel b 510 elarh &) pon O L2 5 Slisle js Lix la
35,8 o Ol 5 ple sld Sl S Bl oS Ll ol slacins S 5 Sls OUT 51 ol ladie b Lags 5L

ol OASCEa b palane m3ls s 51 OT &5l slad ge sla Sius 51 (S o8 ils bl 4 il s (g5 )
Sl W Jladl w58 o o206 0T 51 (Sl e 5 plulid [SKiw a5 ol )8 (035 1GL) 0350 wlsl el sal 505,
S 655 ol b ot cpw olil (3l (Silme (sLab 53 Sl s 4 e s s elid s L (gyailats
s5m e s Slaslaen Jlasl s 5 0355 el (ol 438 5 5 ol 553 sl ool OLT SIS a5 slis 53 0T (3ol
A5 el bl g3 egme plolid IS T Lad ol 55 js3a s Lo gt 53 W 5Tl 50 o (S0 ol > s

OF Ol on ot S 3003 ala S5 Lok oo ol 53 Ko o Cdbicoms womt nl 0 Ol o a5 ke J¥s @ a5 L
e o S epl 5l Al Laoslis ool sl LS farie gl oslsn OV esle 5 ¥ osle ¥t 55 ka3l sk Sl e 3 1)
ol Sepl Bl a g dal s S S Al 5 el ( Bsi (3 Y3 e i (nl 45 pema 5 03 (Sl SBlax D015 1B
S O asts Jioms Sledbl Conle ol Gl e 5 o bt 45 1,8 e plonil lasG 1 st pba S0

" Use of force

" Virtual space

" Aggression

° Consensus

¢ See: It's about the case Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union, 521US844(1997). https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/521/844/
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