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An examination of certain phonological processes in the
dialect of the people of Mazayejan in the Bavanat
County

Mahmoud Kamali '*
Ali Asghar Ghafouri 2

Abstract

This research examines certain phonological processes such as
weakening, strengthening, homogeneity, heterogeneity, metathesis,
and substitution in the dialect of the people of Mazéijan in Bavanat.
To collect data and information on this dialect, fieldwork was
conducted with native speakers. The research method is qualitative
and synchronic in nature. The findings indicate that anticipatory and
retentive homogeneity, various heterogeneities, distant and proximal
metathesis, weakening processes and their types such as
disyllabification, epenthesis, fricativisation, and deletion;
strengthening and adding processes and their types such as pre-
insertion, mid-insertion, and post-insertion; vowel substitution and
its various forms, along with consonant substitution, are prevalent
processes in the Mazaijan variant. Moreover, while in this variant
and in multiple instances, a chain of processes is observed within a
single word that leads to a fundamental alteration of that word,
certain phonological processes such as initial deletion are not
present. The vowel substitution process, despite its various types and
high frequency in this dialect, can be regarded as an important
indicator for distinguishing the dialect.

TN

Keywords: Mazaijani  dialect, weakening, strengthening,
homogeneity, heterogeneity, metathesis, substitution.
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