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Analyzing the Relationship Between Interior Design of the Furniture and Perceptual Behavior
of Male Students at the Dormitory (Case study: Dormitory of Eram University, Shiraz)
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Abstract

Today, the national educational system allows the admission of non-local students, which helps
formation of environments called student dormitories. The residents of these dormitories not only
acquire new experiences and interact with others, but also expect the environment to provide their
privacy as the house does. One of the problems that students face in these environments is their need for
an appropriate environment conducive to life with furniture, especially a structural space. Because the
study of human behavior relies on studying the environment of that behavior, this research deals with
student preferences at the dormitories about, the furniture required in rooms and their environmental
conditions from an architectural and psychological perspective. This is because students need not only
educational and research environments but also a desirable space to live to have a healthy life quality.
Thus, this study aims to determine interior-design architectural strategies at student dormitories in
proportion to male students’ spatial behavior based on the furniture in these spaces. The population of
the research consists of 123 resident students at two dormitories. A questionnaire containing two groups
of items includes students’ preferences about the environment, architecture, and furniture. Results
suggested that students, without regarding to the costs, choosing the type of dormitories based on the
highest personal space, the least crowdedness and the most appropriate conditions for study and rest. In
the meantime, they choose the interior design with furnitures which are economical, simple, natural,
multi-purpose, and durable, in addition being light, applicable and flexible.

Keyword: student behavior, dormitory, furniture, interior design, environmental psychology
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