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Extended abstract

Introduction: For the first time in Shiite history, Naeini extracted constitutional law concepts such as the
necessity of limiting government powerfrom religious and jurisprudential sources, presenting them as
essential Islamic principles. With some reflection, one can discern that his interpretations of the nature of
government and the scope of political authority helped shape modern state concepts within Shiite
jurisprudential-political thought. This article, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method and
based on content analysis, investigates the thoughts of Mirzaei Naeini.The research findings indicate that
the major common features of Naeini’s political theories lie in his interpretation of the origin of political
power, his defense of the Islamic order, and his belief in the role and will of the people in establishing a
political system and divine ideals. Naeini rejects the hypothesis of a just government without public
oversight and asserts that the participation and equality of the people with the ruler, along with the people’s
freedom to protest against the ruler and others, are among their rightful entitlements. Unlike traditionalists,
Naeini gave importance to modern political power. His thought, especially regarding the relationship
between jurisprudence and law and both with politics has played a significant role in understanding
constitutional rights and modern institutions in contemporary times. According to Naeini, the discourse
domain in which formal and academic theorization on power takes place originates from the concept of
sovereignty and the obligation to limit the dominance and oppression of tyrannical rulers, and the principle
of avoiding the greater evil. In this framework, sovereignty refers to a Creator’s will as the source of
power, which must be restrained.

Conclusion: The major shared aspects of Naeini’s political views lie in his interpretation of the source of
political power, defense of the Islamic identity, and belief in the people’s will in realizing political systems
and divine values. Through examining despotism and seeking remedies for abolishing tyrannical regimes,
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Naeini brought Islamic jurisprudence closer to modern Western political thought. Like Locke and Hobbes,
he believed that in the natural state, civil society does not exist, and it is only with the establishment of a
political society or government that civil society emerges. He spoke of transferring absolute monarchy to
a modern state and repeatedly emphasized that transitioning from monarchy to a modern government has
no religious prohibition and is in fact supported by Sharia. Naeini believed that for earthly power to avoid
corruption, it must adopt a modern understanding of power, as expressed by thinkers like Locke,
Machiavelli, and Hobbes.He was concerned with how to govern society while curbing autocratic power
and preventing its negative consequences. Since establishing a fully theocratic system was not feasible,
he advocated for a government closer to Islamic principles. In this line of thought, he sought to contain
power, direct it appropriately, prevent deviation, enhance effectiveness, and minimize its damage by
proposing mechanisms within a constitutional framework. This logic, based on secondary rulings and the
principle of avoiding the greater harm, led to the necessity of limiting despotic power through drafting a
constitution and electing representatives of the people. In Naeini’s view, governance is a matter of
guardianship and trust, and its continuation depends on public supervision and the government’s
accountability to the nation. Naeini dismissed the idea of a just government without public oversight and
emphasized that the people’s participation, equality with the ruler, and freedom to protest are rights they
inherently possess. It is evident that Allameh Naeini proposed measures to restrict state power, eliminate
tyranny, institutionalize freedom, counter corruption and abuse of power, and also addressed the
innovation of legislation and majority vote legitimacy, as well as the concept of liberty. Through his
positive engagement with modern Western intellectual products, his fearless approach to them, and his
rational reflection on fundamental political questions, Mohammad Hossein Naeini was able to derive new
understandings in political jurisprudence. His interpretations of the nature of government, the division of
political power, and the relationship between religion and traditional governance shaped Shiite political
thought, potentially laying a legitimate foundation for a democratic and modern government. Naeini can
be considered part of the school of thought known as religious reformism. One of the hallmarks of this
movement is its unconditional validation of certain modern political concepts, while attempting to
reconcile religion with the necessities of the modern world.
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