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Abstract  

Today, a major range of studies in architecture and urban design have been devoted to concepts such as place attachment, place identity, 
and etc. In all these studies, human-human interaction, human-place interaction and the impact of place on people are fundamental subjects 
of analysis. Place attachment is closely related to satisfaction, emotional characteristics, physical characteristics, attitudes and experiences 
in a place, belief, and etc. With the growth of urban population, changes in the work and life patterns, increased distancing from the natural 
origins as the setting which provides peace of mind and thought for people in modern life, the need for focusing on design factors that are 
effective in increasing social interactions in urban spaces has gained further significance, and has turned into one of the major needs. The 
aim of this paper is to explore the concept of place attachment in the context of urban spaces design factor. In this research, Tabriz-Iran has 
been chosen as the sample for this study. Cochran’s formula was used to determine sampling volume and questionnaires were distributed 
among citizens; then the required data have been collected and analyzed via SPSS software. The research findings show that: Designing 
urban spaces with an approach toward third place has a significant impact on the level of place attachment. Therefore, factors that are 
effective in promoting place attachment, the sense of belonging, and the dynamics of space, should always be given a further consideration 
by architects and urban planners in designing these areas. 
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1. Introduction  

The two important topics that developed with place and 
have received most attention from urban sociologists, 
community scientists and researchers in the field of urban 
planning and urban design are: place attachment (Altman 
and Low, 1992; Giuliani,2003; Lewicka, 2005; 
Shamsuddin and Ujang, 2006; Zenker and Rutter, 2014; 
Madgin et al., 2016; V. Clark et al., 2017; Von Wirth et 
al., 2016; Khanian et al., 2017; Chen and Dwyer, 2017; 
Eusebio et al., 2018; Woosnam et al., 2018) and place 
identity (Proshansky, 1978; Proshansky et al., 1983; Lalli, 
1992; Oktay, 2002; Soltani et al., 2013; Casakin et al., 
2015; Bernardo and Palma-Oliveira, 2016). The sense of 
place has been described as an umbrella term 
encompassing place attachment, place identity and place 
dependence (Jorgensen & Stedman, 2001). Certainly, 
assessment of these topics and bonds in different urban 
spaces, and evaluation of the factors affecting them can be 
used as an environmental quality diagnosis solution for 
previous policies and strategies, and is a required 
foundation for drafting future spatial and urban planning 
policies. Researchers from various disciplines have 
studies the concept of place attachment. In this regard, 
researchers have attempted to identify various factors 
affecting the formation of place attachment in various 
scales (like home, neighborhood, city, country) (Cuba and 
Hummon, 1993; Brown et al., 2003; Casakin et al., 2015; 
Bernardo and Palma-Oliveira, 2016; Von Wirth et al., 
2016; Chen and Dwyer, 2017) as well as different places 
such as Workplaces, Educational places, public spaces, 

recreational spaces and the like (Xu et al., 2015; Madgin 
et al., 2016; SivaliogluI and Berkoz, 2016; Ujang et al., 
2018). According to Low and Altman (1992), Place 
attachment refers to attachment to a special place and is 
defined as a positive emotional bond to a specific place. It 
affects the individual's well-being and is influenced by a 
variety of factors from three main dimensions: the place 
characteristics, the personal characteristics, and the 
psychological processes of perceiving and experiencing 
the place (Lewicka, 2011; Scannell and Gifford, 2010). 
Place attachment is worth studying due to its relevance to 
many important processes; for instance, the investigation 
of place attachment as an emotional bond has shed light 
on the distress and grief expressed by those who are 
forced to relocate (Fried, 1963; Fullilove, 1996) also, it is 
effective in investigating the bonding to a new place by 
tourists that have never visited it (Cheng and Kuo, 2015).  
Public spaces, such as parks and piazzas, are elements of 
the built environment that may foster a sense of 
community by facilitating chance encounters between 
neighbors (Talen, 2000). It is a mix of the physical milieu 
with various activities whose purpose is to show the social 
life visible for all (Carr et al., 1992). They are a type of 
civic places that allow people to socialize and interact 
with each other in public. Indeed, urban spaces are places 
belonging to the public, are not limited to corporal and 
physical aspects, and gain significance in the presence of 
man and his activities (Samadi&Sattarzadeh, 2017).  
Dull, inhumane, unmotivated, without identity and 
insignificant urban spaces, that are continuing their 
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The attitudes, emotions, and beliefs established with 
places also influence the internal image that people have 
of them (Werner et al., 2002). Study about the place and 
its experience circumstance has been the subject of many 
researches. In this context, researchers are focusing on 

discovering the impact of place on people’s day-to-day 
life, interaction and their quality of life. Based on 
different place research findings, some definitions and 
approaches are selected that are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 
 Place Definition and approach 
Year Researcher(s) Definition 

1976 Relph 

Relph believes that a place can go beyond a space only when it has three features: physical limits, 
activity, and meaning. And among these three, he deems meaning an indispensable feature. He also 
maintains that understanding a place can lead to reclamation and maintenance of existing places 
and the creation of new ones (Relph, 1976:29). 

1979 
Tuan He asserts that a place is a center of meaning or ‘field of care' that emphasizes human emotions and 

relationships in a given space. 

2005 Manzo 
The place is "an inseparable part of existence". 
"It does not place itself that is important; in fact, the thing that can be called ‘experience in place' 
creates meaning (Manzo”, 2005). 

Carr et al. (1992) note that good public space should be 
supportive, democratic and meaningful, and address basic 
human needs, such as comfort, passive and active 
engagement, and discovery. Jan Gehl (1987) also 
advocates the importance of designing public spaces for 
people and social interaction. Ray Oldenburg coined the 
term ‘third places’ to describe “a generic designation for a 
great variety of public places that host the regular, 
voluntary, informal and happily anticipated gatherings of 
individuals beyond the realms of home and work” 
(Oldenburg, 1990).  
There is a strong need to develop urban public spaces in 
contemporary cities of Iran in accordance with their local 
culture. Today, the pro-social natures of public space, 
positive relations with neighbors, and in general, the 
opportunity to participate in public life, are among the 
most important factors implying a positive relationship to 
the territory (Mantey, 2015). Due to the fact that the 
definition of public space as ‘Third place’ differs from 
one culture to another, in building such places, the 
cultural features of Iran should be taken into 
consideration. In recent decades, the goals of enhancing 
city image and bolstering economic growth have 
overshadowed the role of public leisure spaces in 
providing experiences that enhance the QOL of urban 
residents (Lloyd and Auld, 2003). Certainly, QOL is a 
broad concept which describes “How well communities 
support resident well-being and life satisfaction” (Mulvey 
2002:656). According to Campbell, Converse, and 
Rodgers (1976), QOL is the individual’s perceived level 
of satisfaction with life in general, which is related to the 
level of satisfaction in various life domains, such as work, 
family, residential environment, and so on.  

2.2.  Place Attachment  

Place attachment has been researched quite broadly in a 
different field, and due to the application of place 
attachment in many perspectives, a plenitude of 
definitions has accumulated. Place attachment has been 
both theorized and empirically supported to be composed 
of several dimensions. Recent inquiries into the nature of 
place attachment have revealed the multi-dimensional 

nature of the construct and added some effective social 
component to it (Jorgensen and Stedman 2001; Kyle et 
al., 2005).  
Place attachment refers to the emotional impact of one 
place that people are attracted to by emotional and 
cultural bonds (Hashemnezhad et al., 2013). In fact, place 
attachment is a symbolic relationship with the place 
which is formed by giving the emotional meanings and 
common sense to a particular place or territory and that 
explains how people’s percept of places and how they 
relate to them (Altman and Low, 1992).  
In architecture and behavior studies, place attachment has 
the important role to encourage the use of public places, 
green spaces and relevant to the environmental 
perceptions (Rastbod and Aflatounian, 2018).Human 
ecologists, environmental psychologists, and sociologists 
have long recognized place attachment as an important 
construct for exploring the phenomenon that links 
individuals to a certain place (Tuan, 1980; Bricker and 
Kerstetter, 2000; Kyle et al., 2004; Kyle et al., 2005). 
There is extensive research on the experiences and 
meanings of place attachment; however, research on how 
people become attached to places is less common. 
Therefore, there have been recent calls for more research 
on how place attachment develops and evolves (Cross, 
2015; Lewicka, 2011; Manzo and Devine-Wright, 2014). 
Attachment theory was first investigated in the domain of 
parent-infant relationships. The ‘emotion-laden target–
specific bond’ that develops between a person and a 
specific object (person or thing) is defined as an 
attachment (Bowlby, 1979). To date, place attachment 
research has extended beyond the realm of human 
geography and cultural studies, and has begun to gain 
prominence in many disciplines such as urban planning 
and development, leisure sciences, sociology, social 
psychology, and environmental psychology. 
It is important to acknowledge that place attachment has 
been studied in a different viewpoint (and sometimes 
overlapping) context including: effect of residential 
satisfaction on place attachment (Chen and Dwyer, 2017; 
Brown et al., 2015), the strength of community ties and 
attachment (Raymond  et al., 2010; Francis et al., 2012; 
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opinions, but care was taken to ensure that they 
represented a wide spectrum of community features. 
In order to assess the Credibility, the questionnaire was 
reviewed by professors and experts then were modified 
based on their comments. Also, Cronbach's Alpha was 
applied as a tool to assess the reliability of questions; it 
was conducted with 30 participants. Cronbach's Alpha 
value ranges from 0 to 1. The result of Cronbach's Alpha 
for this study is (0.76). According toNunnally (1978), 
values of 0.7 and over are considered as acceptable 
reliability coefficients. So the test and the questions 
designed could be considered reliable.   
Data were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social 
Sciences (SPSS) 19.0. We conducted analyses using 
descriptive and inferential statistical methods. Also, in 

accordance with the objectives of the study, appropriate 
analyses were carried out. In this regard, in order to 
investigate the relationship between the research 
variables, Pearson’s correlation coefficient was employed. 
Linear regression test was also conducted to predict the 
criterion variable.  

3.2.  Participants 
People in the specified region answered the questionnaire. 
In this research, we informed people that the study was 
solely for academic purposes, that their participation was 
voluntary, and that they could withdraw from the study at 
any time without penalty. The sample comprised of 55% 
women and 45% men and the majority of the respondents 
(25%) were between 45-55 years of age.  

Table 2  
Descriptive background parameters of the questionnaire 
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4. Result 

In order to achieve the objectives of the research, a series 
of analyses were performed using appropriate descriptive 
and inferential statistical methods. The main purpose of 
this study was to find the effective design factor on 
promoting place attachment in urban public spaces.   
H1: This hypothesis has attempted to find a correlation 
between the two main variables of place attachment and 
person-place-process mutual process. The correlation 
matrix was used to investigate the relationships between 
the sense of place attachment with ambient factors and 

socio-demographic factors. The Indicator Correlation 
Matrix is one of the most important achievements of this 
study, which highlights the correlation based on different 
variables. The results show that Satisfaction, Housing, 
Vitality, and Feel Calm have a positive and strong 
correlation with place attachment and sense of belonging. 
Also, based on the research in this field (Brown et al., 
2003; Lewicka 2011), the duration of residence has a 
positive and accommodative impact on place attachment. 
Additionally, these factors affect the mental image of 
people from the place (Table 3).  

Table 3 
Correlation 

 Service 
Quality 

Satisfaction Accessibility 
facilities 

Housing  Vitality  Feel Calm 

Feeling a sense of place attachment 
and belonging 

Pearson Correlation 
Sig. (2-tailed) 

0.128 
0.206 

0.381** 

0.000 
0.179 
0.074 

0.232** 

0.020 
0.221* 

.027 
0.225* 

0.025 
*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) 

H2:This hypothesis seeks to explain the relationship 
between the level of place attachment and characteristics 
used in the design process of a place.  
Based on the results of investigations and field 
observations of the selected regions (Khaghani Park, 
pedestrian zones of Tarbiat and Maghsoodiyeh, the 
enclosure of Bazaar, sitting-gathering spaces along Imam 
Street), many people choose these urban public spaces to 

spend their leisure time as well as to engage in social 
interactions with others, due to having collective 
memories and sense of belonging to the place. 
Observations and field interviews also indicate that 
among the spaces under investigation, most people choose 
Khaghani Park and open space of bazaar (the enclosure) 
for this purpose (Fig. 6).  
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the use of and presence in public spaces is an important 
part of people's everyday life, so these spaces function as 
a place for meeting others. Place attachment is one of the 
important factors accelerating the improvement of the 
quality of urban spaces, particularly third places defined 
by Oldenburg. Place attachment affects values, attitudes 
and, in particular, the social behavior of individuals in the 
place. and is a cause for feeling a sense of security, 
enjoyment and emotional perception and a sense of 
identification for individuals.  
Accessibility, legibility, vitality, diversity, and comfort 
are the key urban design attributes that define a successful 
place. Jacobs (1961) claimed that the success of urban 
places is influenced by the ability of these places to 
accommodate human activity effectively. Today, in many 
urban public centers, the problem of the sense of 
belonging and place attachment is presented as a serious 
challenge in social, physical and demographic-physical 
factors. Lack of a sense of belonging and place 
attachment leads to detachment and/or failure in the 
formation of bonds between people and places. In this 
research, based on studies conducted, field observations 
and review of the comments of the space users about the 
sense of belonging and place attachment, the following 
factors were analyzed: the factor of place of residence, the 
association of memories in the place, the effect of time on 
place, security of the place, participation in designing the 
place, and place satisfaction.  
The results of Pearson correlation test confirm the 
significant and positive correlation between levels of 
place attachment with satisfaction, housing, vitality and 
feel calm. It means that, in order to promote the quality of 
urban spaces, in designing such spaces, effective factors 
of place attachment and sense of belonging must be taken 
into account by architects and urban planners.  
In conclusion, it can be said that urban designing with an 
approach toward third place can have a huge impact on 
the level of people's place attachment. The inclusion of 
green spaces and a variety of activities lead to 
improvements in social interactions among people and 
results in an increase in the level of place attachment. In 
other words, providing spaces that can accommodate 
social, physical and demographic-physical needs can turn 
a space that is merely used as a pathway into a place 
where people can build social interactions. The research 
findings demonstrate a significant correlation between the 
functional diversity of the space, accesses, and sitting 
places. All of these factors can lead to a higher level of 
place attachment.  
Trancik (1986) believes that unshaped anti-spaces are the 
result of urban planning and design in a modern era. He 
maintains that master plan of the recent developments 
creates some unshaped spaces which do not provide the 
users any sense of place.   
In short, place attachment is a complicated process that is 
dramatically influenced by social factors; it develops over 
time and gets formed. In general, physical formation and 
structure, as well as activities, have an impact on people's 
vision and their mental image of the place, and in relation 
to social and cultural interactions and personal 

experiences, lead to a higher place attachment and a sense 
of belonging to urban public spaces. 
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