
In recent years, controlling the shape as well as size
of the metallic NPs has been focus of attention in
the chemical and material research fields because it
provides an effective strategy for tuning the 
physical and chemical properties of a metal [1]. In
the nanometric material domain, it has been 
demonstrated that physical properties are usually
closely related to the NP shape, independent of the
size. In the past decade, synthesis of one- or two-
dimensional (1D or 2D) nanostructures of gold and
silver have been attracted much more attention for
their important potential applications in catalysis

[2], sensing [3], recording media [4], optics [5], and
so on. However, the control of the particle shape
through a general method of synthesis has met 
limited success although a number of very specific
solution chemistry procedures have been reported
for preparing rods [6,7] cubes [8], disks [9], belts
[10,11] and wires [12] and other special mor-
phologies have been widely fabricated[13-23]. 

For the synthesis of Ag nanoplates and
nanoprisms, an external energy supplied by thermal
or photoinduced processes is often required to drive
the Ostwald ripening of spherical NPs into the
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desired shapes. We recently developed a reduction
method for converting Ag nanospheres into the
nanorods [24] and nanocomposites [25]. Herein we
report an improved synthesis procedure of 
hexagonal Ag nanoplates that involves a number of
steps: (1) formation of Ag nanospheres through
reduction of AgNO3 by DMF in the presence of
PVA at 80°C, (2) self assembling of the Ag 
nanospheres into silver nanoplates [24], and (3) 
formation of Ag nanorods from Ag nanorplates.
This method offers great ease of control and a high
yield of hexagonal particles. More importantly, this
process is driven by a fairly generic mechanism
which may be tuned to produce Ag NPs with other
shapes (rods, wires, cubes, etc.), thereby paves the way
to the shape-control synthesis of Ag nanomaterials.

2. EXPERIMENTAL

2.1. Materials and methods 
Materials containing a large fraction of silver
nanoplates were synthesized by reduction of silver
nitrate in the presence of PVA. The procedure is
briefly described as follows: Firstly, 5 ml DMF was
refluxed in a three-necked round-bottom flask at 
80°C for 2h, then 5 ml DMF solution of 0.02 M 
silver nitrate and 5 ml DMF solution of 0.05 mM
PVA were simultaneously injected dropwise. When
the first drops of silver nitrate and PVA/DMF 
solutions were added, the mixture turned yellow
immediately. Continuing the injection, the solution
became opaque gradually. By finishing the 
injection, the solution turned turbid with a grey
color in about 15 min indicating the appearance of
Ag NPs. The reaction was contining at 80°C for 
24 h. After finishing the reaction and the removal of
the supernatant, a pink precipitate remained. 

2.2. Characterization process 
The Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) pattern was
recorded on a Seisert Argon 3003 PTC using nick-
el-filtered XD-3α Cu Ka radiations (λ =1.5418 A).
Absorbance mode was recorded on a Hitachi 
spectrophotometer model U-2101 PC. The soluble
form of the sample was prepared by suspending a

small amount of powder in ethanol. TEM was 
performed on a Philips EM208 and microscope
operated at 100 kV. Sample was prepared by 
dispersing the powder in ethanol. Imaging was
enabled by depositing a few drops of suspension on
a carbon coated 400 mesh Cu grid. The solvent was
allowed to evaporate before imaging. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A typical X-ray diffraction (XRD) pattern of the
products is shown in Figure 1, and the peaks were
assigned to the diffraction of (111) and (200) planes
of fcc silver respectively, with the cell parameter
calculated to be 4.084 A in agreement with 
the literature report (PCPDF NO. 04-0783), and
other peaks corresponding to (220), (331), and
(222) diffraction were not observed. Compared
with the two diffraction peaks, one notes that 
the intensity of the (200) peak is much 
stronger than that of the (111) peak, indicating that
the formed Ag nanoplates are abounding in 
(100) facets, and that the (100) planes are 
preferentially oriented parallel to the substrate. The
(111) diffraction peak probably originated from the
existence of Ag nanorods, NPs, as well as possible
(111) facets on the truncated corners of the Ag
nanoplates. 

It is worth noting that the ratio between the
intensity of the (200) and (111) peaks was about
3.5, which was higher than previous reports [26, 27,
28]. The face-centered cubic (fcc) structure of silver
metal confers its tendency to nucleate and into NPs
with their surfaces bounded by the lowest energy
(111) facets, with the most of the previous methods,
in particular the chemical synthesis, being mainly
confined to those of the preparation of nanowires,
rods, or spheres [29].       

Figure 2(A,B) shows the TEM images of the
individual hexagonal silver nanoplate. They show
that the nanoplates have very sharp edges with average
width of 60 nm, and their thickness is about 5 nm.

The absorption spectrum of the nanocrystals 
dispersed in solution shows three peaks centered at
2.2 eV, 2.85 eV, and 3.6 eV with a shoulder around
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Figure 1: XRD of Ag/PVA nanoplates, generated by DMF.

3.3 eV (Figure 3). This agrees with the red-pink
color of the solution obtained at the end of the 
synthesis. The peaks are related to surface plasmon
(SP) bands characteristic of noble metal nanocrys-
tals such as silver [30]. The absorption spectrum in
Figure 3 is that of a collection of silver nanocrystals
differing by their shape (spheres and disks). It is
now well known that the SP band positions 

Figure 2: TEM images of the silver nanoplates 
prepared by DMF.

Figure 3: Absorption spectrum of the solution obtained at
the synthesis and containing spheres and nanoplates.

strongly depend on the nanocrystals shape. For a
sphere a single SP band is expected [30]. This is
well illustrated by the absorption spectrum of 5 nm
spherical silver nanocrystals, which shows a single
peak centered at 3.1 eV [31]. Such an absorbance
might contribute to the overall spectrum obtained
experimentally, in the same energy range. In that
case, four SP modes are expected and their position
depends on the particle size, shape, and aspect ratio.
Hence the following are expected: 1) a high energy
peak of low intensity around 3.5 eV, 2) a complex
structure made of several resonances between 2.5
and 3 eV, 3) and a peak at lower energy that will
strongly depend on the nanodisk size and aspect ratio.

The catalytic mechanism of hydrogen gene-
ration on these colloidal silver nanocrystals with
different shape is still under investigation.

It is hoped that these new results would also 
provide data for theoreticians to develop simula-
tions concerning nanodisks. 

4. CONCLUSIONS

"In conclusion, a new approach to the synthesis of
silver nanodisks with highly anisotropic optical
properties is described in this work. The control of
the aspect ratio will provide an interesting way to
tune the absorption spectrum because of the main
low energy absorption peak would be shifted in a
large energy range. In any case, it seems reasonable
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to conclude that the change in the absorption 
spectrum of silver nanocrystals is clearly due to the
shape anisotropy feature with the appearance of
various absorption peaks. 

"The unusual intensity of the (200) diffraction
peak is a result of the strong tendency of the Ag NPs
to assemble into 2D arrays on the solid surface [32]. 
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