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abstract

At any point in time, people of different lands used to speak a language in their
communication to be understood by others, this language was a code and
symbol and the use of myths. And if we say that we live in a world of
mythological concepts and symbols, we are not exaggerating. These symbols
and myths were sometimes made of plants, objects, fruits, colors, humans and
finally animals, sometimes among ethnic groups an element of these things has
an opposite sign, just like a boar among ethnic groups. It is a sign of bravery
and recklessness, and a symbol of greed among the people. In verse and prose
literature, Persian language and literature has appeared in an aura of excellence,
strength and courage. In fact, the purpose of such myths is to make the readers
aware of the true heart and soul of such symbols, which are placed in the code
language at the root of every myth. Among such worlds is a window to the
discovery of some hidden truths. The purpose of this research is to investigate
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the place of a creature called "boar" from the window of Persian prose and verse
literature and the mythology of nations, which is studied in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. In this research, using the descriptive-analytical method, we are
looking for an answer to the question, what combinations and interpretations
does "boar" appear in Persian verse and prose literature and the legends of
nations, especially the Shahnameh? In Persian language and literature,
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh also has two faces (positive and negative).

Key words: boar, Persian literature, legends of nations, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

Introduction

The boar is a creature whose greed is one of the faces of its presence in myths and
legends; in fact, two natural characteristics of this animal have caused the boar to stand
out in mythology: two faces: justified and hated. Due to the incredible courage, power,
strength and speed of this animal in fighting against natural factors and on the other
hand, the high destructive power and insatiable appetite of this animal are the other
side of this coin. These factors have caused humans to borrow such a characteristic of
it and include it in their stories, myths and symbols. Sometimes in myths it is a demonic
creature that by killing it, objects or high privileges are granted to its enforcers.
Sometimes a god or a superior human being is born in its presence and sometimes it
loses its life. Sometimes it is the transformed face of the oppressed or condemned.
Sometimes wearing a garment made of this animal's hair has the same invincible power
as this animal in nature. Sometimes it is the manifestation and incarnation of one of
the gods. Through the study of Persian literature (Shahnameh of Ferdowsi),
mythological books, symbols, and legends, the face of this animal was revealed. In the
myths of the people of Iran, the boar has multiple faces, sometimes alongside gods,
sometimes alongside humans, and sometimes showing itself in the most basic human
behavior. As they say: "Bahram has ten incarnations or faces, each of which expresses
the dynamic power of this god. The fifth is the sharp-toothed boar that attacks in one
go; it is both angry and powerful.” (Bahar, 1362: 41-42)

In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, boar is sometimes the name of a hero, a name that like a
boar steps towards victory with courage and strength, and sometimes a name with the
same name that is constantly struggling due to greed in conquering a country or
acquiring a lot of wealth. Sometimes it is the same predatory and greedy animal that is
destroying a village with a greedy appetite.

Based on this, we decided to take a look from the perspective of the myths of nations,
legends, and most importantly, the Persian language and literature, and especially
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, to shed more light on the unspoken and dark points. In this
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article, we first examine the position of this animal in the vocabulary, interpretations,
anecdotes, stories, and a brief look at mythology, and finally, the main discussion,
which is the study of the boar in Persian literature, is addressed. According to studies
conducted in Persian language and literature, the presence of the boar is just like the
two colors black and white. Sometimes it is very bright and justified, sometimes it is a
symbol of courage and strong audacity, and at its lowest and darkest, it is a symbol of
a greedy person. Poets have placed the boar in such a position to show greed and
avarice.

Research Background

Researchers have conducted research on animal myths so far, but no research has been
conducted on the boar. A few of these cases are mentioned.

V-Firouzi, Sadegh, (Y¢+)), Traces of the Bear in Persian Poetic and Prose Works,
Thesis, Arak University, Supervisor: Fatemeh Soltani. In this research, the author has
tried to answer the following questions: What is the appearance of the bear in
mythology and in the beliefs of ancient peoples? What themes and images are observed
in relation to the bear in poetry and prose literature? What function do these themes
and images have? The research achievement indicates that from a mythological
perspective, the bear is sometimes introduced as auspicious and respectable, and
sometimes it is a symbol of violence and cruelty.

Y-Amini, Ali, (V¢+Y), A comparative study of the likeness of warriors to animals in
Homer's Iliad and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Bahar Adab Quarterly, Year 17, No. 6. In
this study, animal descriptions and similes used in battles for victorious warriors, up to
the fifteenth song of the lliad and the first book of the Shahnameh, have been
compared. These animals included lions, leopards, wolves, boars, hunting dogs, cows,
rams, horses, elephants, rhinoceroses, whales, and dragons. An examination of the two
epic works under study shows that both works have used the simile of warriors to
animals to a great extent and sometimes have used similar methods to describe and
liken heroes to specific animals.

Y- Alireza, Arman, (YY), Metaphorical Mappings of Animals in Proverbs, Quarterly
Journal of Popular Culture and Literature, No. 26. This study has analyzed the
conceptual metaphors of animal figures in proverbs derived from literary texts based
on the theory of cognitive linguistics. The result of the research indicates that in total,
YAt depictions were seen in the proverbs studied regarding the use of animals. As we
can see, no research has been conducted so far on the boar in Persian literature and
mythology, so in this respect this article is original and novel and it is hoped that it will
be used by other interested parties in this field.



YW o bl 9 (w8 sgie 9 Polie D31 53 JIF7 il § & of

Research Method: The type of research method is descriptive-analytical, library-based,
and document-based. The method of collecting information and raw data for the
research is through direct reference to relevant sources.
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