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Abstract. Argumentative writing is a form of writing which is essen-
tial and challenging for university students since they should be able to
state their insights in academically appropriate ways. They face chal-
lenges in applying these formats. Hence, the present study intends to
investigate Iranian EFL instructors’ integration of educational technol-
ogy to teach argumentative writing within the Iranian English as a
foreign language (EFL) context. Moreover, this study seeks to assess
the types of educational technology university instructors engaged in
their writing class and explores the problems hindering the application
of instructional technology within an EFL context. The use of instruc-
tional technology in this study defines an integration of email, the Inter-
net, blog, electronic journal, e PowerPoint, Wiki, adobe connect, web
search, and podcasts to perform their writing class activities. A descrip-
tive qualitative design was employed, and the data was collected through
structured interviews. Twenty EFL instructors teaching English both at
the department of English in some universities and at advanced levels in
some institutes in Shiraz took part in this study. Convenient sampling
was utilized in the current study. The researchers used content analysis
method for analyzing the qualitative part of the study. The findings
revealed that educational technology could be considered a complemen-
tary factor to facilitate both teachers’ as well as learners’ practices in the
process of teaching and learning argumentative writing. Moreover, par-
ticipants reported that they mostly employed internet and web search,
email, and podcast in their writing class. Besides, lack of accessibility
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.

Keywords: Argumentative writing, educational technology, EFL con-
text, instructor

1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.

Keywords: Argumentative writing, educational technology, EFL con-
text, instructor

1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.
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1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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and training were the most problematic barriers to integrating educa-
tional technology to teach argumentative writing.

Keywords: Argumentative writing, educational technology, EFL con-
text, instructor

1. Introduction

Within EFL education, teaching writing has been regarded as one of
the most challenging and essential tasks (Ferretti, Andrews-Weckerly
& Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). In other
words, writing classes are considered as one of the most difficult skills
for language learners since they require to apply several linguistic and
cognitive skill prior, during, and following their writing task (Selvaraj &
Abdul Aziz, 2019). They also should pay attention to both higher and
lower skills. This causes teaching writing a challenging and frightening
task. Moreover, EFL writing is one of the most significant aspects of
language teaching. As Lee claimed, “it is likely that most business and
technical writing in the world is done in a second or foreign language”
(2003, p. 112). Therefore, in the field of foreign language teaching, good
EFL writing is considered as a crucial and fundamental matter for teach-
ers, researchers, textbook writers, and program designers.

Argumentative writing, which is a form of writing, has been consid-
ered the most difficult, complicated model in writing (Ferretti, Andrews-
Weckerly & Lewis, 2007; Neff-van Aertselaer & Dafouz-Milne, 2008). This
writing genre is essential and challenging for university students, since
they should be able to build their ideas in academically appropriate
patterns and approaches. Therefore, they encounter difficulties in the
application of complicated syntactic forms and appropriate elements in
generating argumentative writing. To compose effective argumentative
writing, learners require to learn argumentation skills. Appropriate and
reasonable argumentation includes producing arguments, comprehend-
ing, assessing, weighing, as well as combining arguments and counter-
arguments from various sources and viewpoints for supporting a final
result (Nippold & Ward-Lonergan, 2010). Therefore, learners should be
trained to promote the cognitive skills to support justification and give
rational and justifiable ideas to overcome particular problems.
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