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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare the
ability of the theory of mind between deaf and
normal children in the ages of 9 to 11. The study
method was ex post facto and the statistical
population consisted of all 9-11years old hearing
and deaf students in Torbat-e-Jam city. 30 deaf
students were selected by simple random sampling
and 30 hearing children were selected by cluster
random sampling. The measurement tool was a
theory of mind questionnaire (Happe, 1994).
Validity and reliability of the scale have been
confirmed by Arefi (2006, 1386s.c). The data were
analyzed using analysis of covariance. The results
indicated that in theory of mind ability, while
controlling practical intelligence variable, there
was a significant difference between deaf and
normal students (P<0.01). In other words, deaf
students compared with their normal (hearing)
counter parts have lower theory of mind ability.
Also, the comparison of theory of mind in deaf
children who have deaf parents and deaf children
who have hearing parents showed that the theory
of mind in deaf children with deaf parents was
higher than deaf children with hearing parents
(P<0.01). Significant differences were found
between deaf and normal girls as well as between
deaf and normal boys in theory of mind (P<0.01).
Keywords: Theory of mind, Hearing children, Deaf
children.
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