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Abstract

The aim of the current research was to design a sports tourism development model in the northern
region of the country with a land-use approach. The research method is descriptive-correlation. The
data were collected in a field form using a questionnaire. The face and content validity of the
questionnaire were confirmed by experts in sports management, marketing, and sports tourism (15
people), and the construct validity was also confirmed by confirmatory factor analysis. The
reliability of the findings was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability. The
statistical population included employees of organizations related to the field of tourism and sports
(researchers and professors in the field of sports tourism, executive directors of tourism and cultural
heritage organizations, and sports organizations). A sufficient number of targeted and non-random
sampling were selected in the structural equation approach (320 people). Finally, the data from 300
complete questionnaires were analyzed. Descriptive data analysis was done with SPSS software,
and the inferential part was conducted using the structural equation modeling method (factor
analysis) with PLS software. The results showed that the most important factors affecting the
development of sports tourism in the northern regions, in order of importance and priority, include
natural attractions and events (0.89), climatic conditions (0.84), managerial-executive factors (0.70),
cultural-social factors (0.65), laws and policies (0.64), infrastructure and accommodation (0.51),
and transportation flow (0.46). The development of sports tourism in the northern regions of the
country requires serious attention to seven groups of effective factors identified in this area. It is
also necessary to consider the priority and importance of each of the identified factors in the
planning of this industry in the mentioned region.
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1 - Jet Skiing

2 - Bodyboarding
3 - Kitesurfing

4 - Skimboarding
5 - Wakeboarding
6 - Windsurfing

7 - Surfing
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