Journal of Comparative Literature Studies Volume 19, Issue 76

Islamic Azad University in Jiroft October 2025
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/clq pp. 117-144
Research Article

The Reflection of Feminist Elements in Simin
Daneshvar's ""Savushun' and Virginia Woolf's
"A Room of One's Own

Fatemeh Elhami'*, Shahla Khalilollahi?, Batoul Mahdavi®, Fatemeh Qarloghi*

Abstract

Feminism is a movement that has focused on women's challenges regarding legal and rights
inequalities compared to men since the 19th century. This movement, which has Western
origins, rapidly spread to developing countries in various forms through women's legal
studies. Literary works are one of the most important tools for understanding women's rights
and status; therefore, the representation of women's positions in literary works, especially
those by female authors, has received attention. Historically, men have portrayed women in
society from their own perspectives, but when women began to write and describe
themselves using feminine language, many realities of their identity and thoughts became
evident to society. Among the pioneering feminist writers is Virginia Woolf, a literary figure
and teacher whose work "A Room of One's Own" laid the foundations for feminist criticism.
On the other hand, Simin Daneshvar is an Iranian writer whose portrayal of women in her
works is very prominent. This research aims to analyze and examine the feminist
components in Daneshvar's "Savushun" and Woolf's "A Room of One's Own" using
documentary and qualitative methods, seeking to answer how feminist components are
reflected in these two works. The comparison of these two works reveals a shared
perspective between the two authors in recognizing women's rights and independent status
in society. The difference between these two novels mainly lies in their cultural and social
outlooks; from a linguistic and expressive perspective, this difference led Woolf to protest
against the discriminatory status of women with sharp and clear language, while Daneshvar
remains a narrator who describes women's situations more subtly.
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