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A Comparative Study of the Concepts of Hope
and Despair in the Poetry of Ibrahim Touqan and
Akhavan Sales (Based on Freudian
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Abstract

Hope and despair are concepts as old as human history. In parallel with the presence of such
concepts, human reflection and thinking have also focused on them many times and have
ultimately brought about thoughtful analyses and achievements in the humanities of the
modern era. In the meantime, art and literature on the one hand and psychoanalysis on the
other hand are vehicles for showing human individual and social hopes and despairs, and
undoubtedly one of the ways to recognize such a presence is the comparative reading of
literary works. For this purpose, in this article, using a comparative method based on a
descriptive-analytical approach, we will try to examine the manifestations of hope and
despair in the poetry of Ibrahim Tougqan al-Falistini and Akhavan Sales from the context of
Freudian psychoanalysis. According to Freud, hope is associated with a form of expectation
that is based on the construction of identity, and despair is associated with the internal and
often unconscious concept of personality anxiety. The findings of this research show that
Tougan's poetry appears more hopeful than Akhavan's poetry; however, for both poets,
social and political aspects and the struggle against the suffocation caused by occupation
and tyranny are the most important motivations for cultivating such concepts in poetry. Both
poets are consciously aware of the creative and productive aspects of hope and despair, and
their hope is not based on their illusions and despair, nor on absolute hopelessness. Rather,
in the hidden layers of poetry, we can talk about the creative aspects of the psychoanalysis
of an audience whose goal is to rehabilitate collective, political desires and their dreams.
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