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Identifying key drivers for urban livability using a foresight
approach (Case study: Sari city)

Abbas Musaneghaz” Ali Tavakolan
1. Department of urban planning, Science and research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
2. Department of urban planning, Science and research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

In recent decades, the rapid population growth and mushroom-like development of Iranian
cities have confronted the country's urban environments with numerous economic, social,
and environmental problems. In many cases, this has led to cities moving away from
livability standards and creating an unfavorable living environment, especially in
metropolitan areas. Today, researchers have turned to the emerging field of foresight to
improve the living conditions and raise the status of livability in cities. This is due to the
inability to accurately predict the future and the complexity arising from ever-increasing
changes. Based on this, the present study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and using
foresight techniques, aims to analyze the livability status of the city of Sari. To achieve this
goal, 45 influential indicators in the form of economic, social, environmental, and physical
indicators were used. an analysis of the indicators using the MICMAC software showed that
7 indicators are the main and key drivers that directly and indirectly affect the improvement
of the livability status of this city. Then, these 7 drivers were analyzed with different
conditions using the Scenario Wizard software to provide related scenarios. In this research,
4 believable and probable scenarios were identified, of which the first scenario was
introduced as a completely desirable scenario, and the fourth scenario was introduced as a
critical scenario in the trend of urban livability of the city of Sari in the future.

Keywords: Livability, future research, MIC-MAC, scenario writing, Sari city.



