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Return home: Analyzing the sustainability of return migration of Iranian professionals
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Abstract: International migration has become widespread in last two decades and it is also very important for
Iran. This research tries to evaluate lranian government’s policy toward sustainable return of elites. This
ethnographic research conducted through 54 semi structured interviews as well as participant observation and
expert interview with relevant organizations. Research theoretical considerations consist of social capital
theory, network theory and reintegration approach. It seems that supports which have been launched by Iranian
government concentrates on financial dimensions of reintegration. While sustainable return has social and
cultural obligations. It seems that the government's support facilities are focused on micro level, and institution
building and networking are given less attention. On the other hand, the main focus of policymaking is to return
to economic support, and its social, cultural and psychological aspects are given less attention.
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2 Pirvu and Axinte
® sustainable return
“ return
® repatriation
80 2l¥s 2ol jeaS 4 phmaly SISk 2T 5 Y ks (5 Lses Glyie 4
" Facilitated Returns Scheme (FRS)
8 Voluntary Assisted Return and Reintegration Programme (VARRP)
® Assisted Voluntary Return of Irregular Migrants (AVRIM)
10 Assisted Voluntary Return for Families and Children (AVRFC)
** Spring Light Program
12 Reintegration support and the National Reintegration Directive
'3 The Happy Return Program
14 Regressar (Return) scheme
15 Open arms
!¢ The Plan Bienvenids a Casa (Welcome Home Program)
7 The Somos Mexicanos programme (We are Mexican)
18 the National Reintegration Center for Overseas Filipino Workers (NRCO)
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