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Abstract

The water crisis is one of the most serious challenges of this century, and the Zayandeh-Rud river basin, as a
closed basin with low rainfall, has faced the challenge of water resources management with time; this
challenge is deepening and spreading to other social areas. For this reason, the current research aims to
identify the causes and the dimensions of the crisis by focusing on the geography of Isfahan province from
the perspective of the water governance network. In this research, the activists of the mentioned basin
formed the target society by developing a researcher-made questionnaire, collecting the required information
from 76 subjects as a sample population, and the networks of information exchange and influence on the
water issue have been studied. The subjects who participated in this research were randomly selected, with
an emphasis on obtaining the opinions of 21 different groups of beneficiaries identified in this basin that
constitute the target society. These results were then analyzed using UCINET software and two indicators of
value components and structural position. The findings of the research indicate that the mentioned networks
are not the result of the opinions of the beneficiaries and the provider of their interests, and the effectiveness
and exchange of information are not based on the capacity and position of the organized actors, which, as a

result, shows the malfunctioning of these networks.
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Fig 1. Information exchange network in Isfahan province
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Fig 3. Structural influence network of activists in Isfahan province
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