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Revised: 2024/11/02 : Introduction: This study aims to analyze whether non-financial
Accepted: 2024/11/12 performance is influenced by the Accounting Information System Quality
(AISQ) and the quality/usefulness of financial information and whether
this influence is more pronounced in firms managed by women. This
research is pertinent for accounting and management professionals, as it
underscores the importance of quality financial reporting for the survival
and growth of firm, while also emphasizing the significance of gender
diversity in firms’ management.

Methods: This research is among quantitative studies. Its statistical
population is all managers of companies in Iran. Considering the extent
anddispersion of the statistical population, in this research, a simple non-
random cluster sampling approach was used; In this way, the country of
Iran was divided into six geographical parts and the questionnaires were
distributed among the firms' managers of different provinces of the
country in these six parts. According to the rule of 5q to 15q in the
structural equations modeling methodology, the number of samples was
equal to 258 people. Also, the partial least squares structural equation
modeling method was used to test the hypotheses.

Findings: The results showed that the presence of women in the firms’
management has a positive and significant effect on the AISQ and the
quality of financial information. Also, the quality of financial information
has a positive and significant effect on the usefulness of financial
information and firms’ non-financial performance. In addition, the AISQ
has a positive mediating role in the relationship between the presence of
women in the firms’ management and the quality of financial information.
Finally, the usefulness of financial information plays a positive mediating
role in the relationship between the financial information quality and the
firms’ non-financial performance.

Discussion and Conclusion: Within the framework of contingency
theory, the research provides empirical evidence that the non-financial
performance of Iranian firms is associated with the presence of women in
management, as they enhance the quality of financial reporting, essential
for the success of any organization.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Several research points out that gender
diversity in management may potentially
improve the firms' performance and market
value (1, 2). However, although there are
grounds that a firm's performance improves
with the presence of women in management,
the literature is not consistent (5). On the
other hand, previous studies suggest that
women exhibit superior ethical behavior, as
well as demonstrate that they are better at
obtaining voluntary information, reducing
information asymmetry between female
directors and managers (6). Women lean
towards adopting more conservative
accounting policies and financial reporting
practices (2, 8).

Both financial reporting quality and,
consequently, firms’ performance depend on
information systems. In fact, information
systems seem to be a condition “sine qua
non” for the success of any firms. In fact, all
firms rely on information systems for their
management and  operation  (11).
Accounting, as an information system, is
vital to business management. Accounting
information systems are designed to support
the management and control of a firm in the
economic-financial area (13). Accounting
information systems plays an important role
in firms, given the strong impact on their
performance (14, 15). Accounting
information systems should provide
important information to reduce uncertainty
in decision-making and promote better
planning and control of business activities
(18). The effectiveness of accounting
information systems depends on the quality
of the information provided by the system to
satisfy the user’s requirement (19, 20). Thus,
accounting information systems is a vital
resource for businesses, as it can determine
decision-making success (15, 21, 22).

This study aims to analyze whether non-
financial performance is influenced by the
quality of accounting information system and the
quality and usefulness of financial information
and whether this influence is more pronounced
in firms managed by women.

Methods
The current research is exploratory, survey

and cross-sectional. Data from a survey of
managers of Iranian companies across the
country has been used. Its statistical
population is all managers of companies in
Iran. Considering the extent anddispersion
of the statistical population, in this research,
a simple non-random cluster sampling
approach was used; In this way, the country
of Iran was divided into six geographical
parts and the questionnaires were
distributed among the firms' managers of
different provinces of the country in these
six parts. Since in the modeling methodology
of structural equations, the rule of 5q to 15q
can be used to determine the sample size,
where q is the number of observable
variables, in this research this approach was
used to determine the sample size and the
sample size there were 258 people. Research
data was collected using a questionnaire.
The partial least squares structural equation
modeling method was used to test the
hypotheses.

Findings

The results showed that the presence of women
in the firms’ management has a positive and
significant effect on the quality of accounting
information system and the quality of financial
information. Also, the quality of financial
information has a positive and significant effect
on the usefulness of financial information and
firms’ non-financial performance. In addition, the
quality of accounting information system has a
positive mediating role in the relationship
between the presence of women in the firms’
management and the quality of financial
information. Finally, the usefulness of financial
information plays a positive mediating role in the
relationship between the quality of financial
information and the firms’ non-financial
performance.

Discussion

Within the framework of contingency theory, the
research provides empirical evidence that the
non-financial performance of Iranian firms is
associated with the presence of women in
management, as they enhance the quality of
financial reporting, essential for the success of
any organization.

Conclusion

This research is pertinent for accounting and
management professionals, as it underscores the
importance of quality financial reporting for the
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survival and growth of firm, while also
emphasizing the significance of gender diversity
in firms’ management.
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