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Abstract

The present study object was to analyze the role of cultural norms, social
identity, and collective beliefs in explaining women’s criminal behavior.
The universe of the study encompassed all the research texts concerning
women’s criminal behavior. The sample enfolded text related to cultural
norms, social identity, and collective beliefs. The study applied a
descriptive-analytical approach. To collect data library method via note
taking on index cards was processed. The data, then was analyzed by using
content analysis. Findings indicated that cultural norms, social identity, and
collective beliefs had a key significant role in the women’s track toward
criminal behavior. Individual identity Social forced identity. And women
who find out that their individual identity contradicted the socially imposed
identity might turn to marginalized groups or criminal behavior to redefine
themselves or cope with social exclusion. Collective beliefs, which were
reproduced through popular culture, the media, and social institutions,
also played a reinforcing or inhibiting role. Beliefs that considered women
weak, dependent, and subservient reduced their self-esteem and intensify
psychological and social pressures, while beliefs could provide a basis for
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Cultural norms reducing crime and creating a positive social identity. Finally, this study
Social identity showed that female criminality is a multidimensional phenomenon and a
Collective beliefs more accurate understanding of this phenomenon requires simultaneous
Women’s criminal attention to social, cultural, psychological, and structural dimensions. Only
behavior with a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach can effective solutions
Cultural psychology be provided to prevent, reduce women's crime, and promote social justice.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: Women’s criminal behavior has long remained underexplored within
criminological studies. Traditional theories have largely focused on male oftfenders, often
attributing female criminality to biological, hormonal, or psychological deficiencies.
Such reductionist perspectives overlooked the broader socio-cultural and gendered
dynamics that significantly shape women’s pathways into crime. In recent decades,
feminist criminology and interdisciplinary research have emphasized the necessity of
examining the unique psychological, cultural, and social factors influencing women’s
delinquency. This study seeks to address this gap by analyzing the role of cultural norms,
social identity, and collective beliefs in shaping women’s criminal behavior, with a focus
on the cultural psychological mechanisms linking these factors to emotional well-being,
identity formation, and behavioral choices. Consequently, the present study object was
to analyze the role of cultural norms, social identity, and collective beliefs in explaining
women’s criminal behavior.

Methods: The universe of the study encompassed all the research texts concerning
women’s criminal behavior. The sample enfolded text related to cultural norms, social
identity, and collective beliefs. The study applied a descriptive-analytical approach. To
collect data library method via note taking on index cards was processed. The data, then
was analyzed by using content analysis.

Results: Findings indicated that cultural norms, social identity, and collective beliefs
had a key significant role in the women’s track toward criminal behavior. Individual
identity Social forced identity. And women who find out that their individual identity
contradicted the socially imposed identity might turn to marginalized groups or criminal
behavior to redefine themselves or cope with social exclusion. Collective beliefs, which
were reproduced through popular culture, the media, and social institutions, also played
a reinforcing or inhibiting role. Beliefs that considered women weak, dependent, and
subservient reduced their self-esteem and intensify psychological and social pressures,
while beliefs could provide a basis for reducing crime and creating a positive social identity.
Finally, this study showed that female criminality is a multidimensional phenomenon and
a more accurate understanding of this phenomenon requires simultaneous attention to
social, cultural, psychological, and structural dimensions. Only with a comprehensive
and interdisciplinary approach can effective solutions be provided to prevent, reduce
women's crime, and promote social justice.

Conclusion: The results underscored the insufficiency of reductionist explanations that
attribute women’s criminal behavior solely to biology or individual pathology. Instead,
women’s offending should be understood as the product of complex interactions among
individual vulnerabilities (e.g., trauma, mental health challenges), family contexts (e.g.,
domestic violence, neglect), structural conditions (e.g., poverty, limited education), and
socio-cultural frameworks (e.g., cultural norms, social identity, and collective beliefs).
Importantly, these influences are dynamic and subject to change in contexts of social
transformation such as migration or displacement, which may weaken restrictive norms
and create opportunities for more egalitarian gender roles. The study concluded that
prevention and intervention strategies should move beyond individual rehabilitation
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and address both psychological and socio-cultural determinants of female offending.
Policies should focus on empowering women, challenging restrictive collective beliefs,
and redefining women’s social identities. Practical measures include gender equality
education, economic and educational support, reform of media portrayals of women, and
the expansion of legal and social protections. By addressing the structural and cultural
roots of female criminality, such approaches can reduce women’s involvement in crime
while contributing to broader goals of social justice, gender equality, and violence
prevention.
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