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Abstract

Among the various types of mystical Persian prose, the didactic genre is of greatest significance in Sufi
prose studies due to its high frequency, conceptual richness, and purposeful composition. Through these texts,
the foundational doctrines and concepts of Sufism were transmitted to both specialized and general audiences.
Specialized Sufi terminology was one of the central challenges faced by the authors of these works. The
potential ambiguity and risk of misinterpretation by khanaqah audiences led didactic Sufi writers to pay
particular attention to defining Sufi terms accurately and in harmony with the authentic mystical discourse.
This article analyzes the patterns and methods of defining mystical terminology in didactic Sufi prose, the most
significant genre of mystical literature with pedagogical and propagandistic aims. The study employs
descriptive and analytical techniques to investigate the definitional patterns on four levels: the type of term
defined, its textual location, the mode of introducing the definition, and the method of definition itself.
Ultimately, the study identifies and classifies the dominant patterns used to define Sufi terms in key texts
belonging to the didactic genre of Sufi prose.
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