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Abstract

Introduction: Professional ethics in the teaching profession <beyond adherence to formal rules «
includes a deep commitment to the all-round development of learners <maintaining human dignity «
realizing distributive and procedural justice <adhering to honesty <responsibility <expressing respect «
law-abidingness <professional loyalty <transparency <and confidentiality. The aim of the present study
is to present a model of teachers' professional ethics using a mixed method.

Methodology: The research method was a sequential exploratory mixed method. In the qualitative
section <the statistical population included all specialists and experts in the field of professional ethics
in education. Using a purposive non-probability sampling method <) ¢ experts were selected based on
the principle of trust and in accordance with theoretical saturation. In the quantitative section «the
statistical population included all teachers «of whom YVe were selected as a statistical sample. A
researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect information in the qualitative section and in the
guantitative section. In the qualitative part <the data were analyzed using ATLAS. ti software and based
on the three-stage coding method (open <axial «and selective) of Strauss and Corbin (Y+Y®) «and in the
guantitative part «the data were analyzed using Smart-PLS software and through structural equation
modeling and confirmatory factor analysis.

Findings: The findings showed that the dimensions of professional ethics include causal conditions
(social cultural identity¢ self-knowledge¢ preference for organizational interests)¢ intervening
conditions (spirituality¢ personality)¢ strategies (increasing developmentt selection and appointment)¢
contextual conditions (awareness and respect for macro policies¢ social status) and consequences
(professional ethics towards students¢ professional ethics towards students' parents¢ professional ethics
towards colleagues¢ professional ethics towards society). The Delphi method was used to validate the
model. The desired model and coding process were presented to © university professors «and these
professors confirmed the classification of indicators <intermediate categories <and dimensions up to *.
Ae. The results of factor analysis showed that the designed model has a good fit overall (overall fit
coefficient +. 11YA),

Discussion and Conclusion: The results of this study provide a preliminary basis for designing tools
to measure professional ethics among teachers.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:
Professional ethics as a system of principles values and normative standards «determines desirable

behavior in specialized professions. In the teaching profession this concept goes beyond adherence to
formal rules and implies a deep commitment to the all-round development of learners mmaintaining
human dignity achieving distributive and procedural justice .adherence to honesty .accountability .
expression of respect Jawfulness jprofessional loyalty transparency and confidentiality (Mirkamali &
Haj Khazimeh ~.ya¢ Ghanbarpour et al. v-yA: Crongvist v-va). The scope of professional ethics in
education encompasses a wide range of interactions: from moral responsibility towards students .
including fair evaluation .maintaining confidentiality .and avoiding gender discrimination (Biglari et
al. &w.vy<Fan et al. .v-v.) o obligations towards parents .colleagues the organization .and society as a
social responsibility (Ghanbarpour et al. & \A: Kristjansson . -v¥).

Goal:
This research adopting a mixed method seeks to present a comprehensive and rooted paradigm model

for the professional ethics of teachers in Iran through in-depth exploration of the lived experiences .
perceptions and narratives of teachers administrators .and educational experts. This model not only
bridges the existing theoretical gap but also provides a solid foundation for educational policymaking .
designing professional empowerment programs for teachers .and assessing professional ethics in the
Iranian context. Finally the main question of the research is: What dimensions .components .causal
conditions action strategies .and consequences does the structure of the professional ethics model of
teachers in the Iranian educational system consist of .and how do these components interact with each

other?

Method:

The present study was conducted with the aim of designing and validating the model of professional
ethics for teachers .sing a sequential exploratory mixed method. In the qualitative part the statistical

population included all specialists and experts in the field of professional ethics in education. Using a
purposive non-probability sampling method and snowball technique ¥ experts who had a PhD in

related fields .at least vo years of experience and scientific publications in this field were selected. The
sampling stop criterion was theoretical saturation of the data. In the quantitative part the statistical

population included all teachers. Using a stratified random sampling method and based on the Cochran
formula a sample size of vva people was determined to provide an appropriate representative of the

community. To collect information in the qualitative part @ semi-structured interview was used as a
data collection tool. The interview protocol was designed using the Castillo-Montoya framework (v-15)
and its validity was confirmed by o expert professors (validity was obtained using the Toufeff
coefficient of .. a.). In the quantitative section a researcher-made questionnaire was designed based on

the findings of the qualitative phase. The validity of this questionnaire was confirmed by experts'
opinions and calculation of content validity indices (v¢ people with a Lavish coefficient of -. A+) and its

reliability was obtained using the Cronbach's alpha coefficient of .. Av which indicated the desired
reliability of the tool. In the qualitative section .data were analyzed using ATLAS. ti software and based
on the three-stage coding method (open .axial and selective) of Strauss and Corbin (v-1a). In the
guantitative section .data were analyzed using Smart-PLS software and through structural equation

modeling and confirmatory factor analysis.

Findings:

The findings showed that the dimensions of professional ethics include causal conditions (social and
cultural identity: self-knowledge: preference for organizational interests): intervening conditions

(spirituality personality): strategies (increasing development: selection and appointment): contextual
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conditions (awareness and respect for macro policies: social status) and consequences (professional
ethics towards students: professional ethics towards students' parents: professional ethics towards
colleagues: professional ethics towards society). The Delphi method was used to validate the model.
The desired model and the coding process were presented to a university professors .and these professors
approved the classification of indicators dntermediate categories and dimensions up to .. Aa. The results
of factor analysis showed that the designed model has a good fit overall (overall fit coefficient .. s5\A).
Conclusion:

In summary the model presented in this study which is designed by explaining o dimensions oy
components and sy indicators and optimal fit (overall fit index -. ssv) provides a comprehensive and
localized framework for understanding the dynamics of teachers' professional ethics competencies in
the complex context of Iran. This model clearly shows that ethical competence is not a static
phenomenon limited to a set of rules but rather a continuous process of formation .challenge rethinking .
and growth that is the product of a complex interaction of internal (individual-psychological) and
external (organizational-social-cultural) factors. The main advantage and distinguishing point of this
model is the simultaneous and balanced attention to the micro (individual) and macro (organizational
and social) dimensions .and especially the consideration of the unique characteristics of the Iranian
context .ancluding the focal role of "spirituality” as a moderating factor and the influence of "cultural-
social identity" as a driving force. This model can be used as a roadmap for planning teacher education
curricula designing professional development programs and developing ethical charters in the Iranian
education system.
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