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A Reconsideration of the Issue of Offensive Jihad with a Focus on the
Qur’anic Verses Regarding Conduct Toward Opponents

Abstract

Confronting adversaries as a means of repelling aggression and defending
life, property, and honor is a matter emphasized not only in the foundations
of Sharia but also deemed necessary by sound intellect. However,
confrontation aimed at forcing opponents to adopt one’s own religious
beliefs has always been a matter of debate.Reflecting on the
recommendations of Islam’s life-giving Sharia regarding how to interact
with adversaries will illuminate our path. The present study aims to
elucidate Islam’s strategy in this matter by employing a descriptive-
analytical method through library resources. The findings derived from
this consideration indicate that the Law-Giver, through various
expressions, has emphasized that the messengers of truth and their
followers do not bear the responsibility of ‘initial jihad’ (offensive jihad).
Instead, they are merely tasked with conveying divine messages, advising,
and inviting adversaries to accept the truth. Adversaries should refuse their
invitation, one should simply turn away from them, avoid any conflict,
refrain from war and violence, and entrust them to God.

Keywords: Revelation Verses, Jihad, Treatment of Adversaries, Invitation,
Conveyance, Coercion"



