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Abstract

This study aims to provide a comparative analysis of the signs of reappearance in Islamic
narrations and to examine their relation to contemporary Takfiri movements, with a
particular emphasis on Qur’anic foundations. Throughout Islamic history, the belief in the
awaited savior has been a shared conviction among Muslims and has been widely reflected
in both Shia and Sunni narrations. In recent decades, Takfiri groups have attempted to
exploit eschatological traditions, interpreting them selectively and superficially to
legitimize their violent actions.

The research adopts a qualitative methodology, relying on content analysis of Qur’anic texts
and prophetic traditions. Primary sources such as the Four Books of Shia, the Six Canonical
Books of Sunni hadith, as well as authoritative Qur’anic commentaries, were examined
comparatively. Furthermore, contemporary academic studies on Takfiri movements and
eschatological discourse were employed to strengthen the analytical framework.

Findings indicate that most narrations regarding the signs of reappearance can be evaluated
and authenticated through Qur’anic criteria, while Takfiri interpretations are largely based
on misreadings and ideological distortions. In contrast, genuine Qur’anic and narrational
interpretations emphasize patience, pursuit of justice, unity of the Muslim community, and
rejection of violence.

The conclusion highlights that a critical and comparative rereading of eschatological
narrations, grounded in the Qur’an, can clarify the authentic Mahdist discourse, prevent
extremist misuses, and foster Islamic unity against Takfiri movements.
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Detailed Abstract

The present study seeks to undertake a comparative analysis of the signs of
reappearance as articulated in Islamic narrations, with a particular focus on their
relationship to contemporary Takfiri movements. This initiative unfolds against the
backdrop of a historically ingrained belief in the awaited savior—an idea that
resonates deeply across both Shia and Sunni traditions. The past few decades have
seen Takfiri groups attempting to manipulate eschatological narratives, employing
selective and superficial interpretations to validate their acts of violence and
extremism. This study aims to critically examine these developments, emphasizing
the foundational role of the Qur'an.

The research employs a qualitative methodology, centering on content analysis of
both Qur’anic texts and prophetic traditions. Essential primary sources, including
the Four Books of Shia hadith and the Six Canonical Books of Sunni hadith,
alongside authoritative Qur’anic commentaries, were compared to draw a nuanced
understanding of eschatological signs. Furthermore, contemporary scholarly
analyses concerning Takfiri movements and eschatological discourse were
integrated into the analytical framework, thus providing a more comprehensive
perspective on the subject matter.

The findings suggest that a majority of the narrations related to the signs of
reappearance can be critically evaluated and validated in accordance with Qur’anic
criteria. In contrast, the interpretations posited by Takfiri groups are found to be
rooted in misreadings and ideological distortions that diverge from authentic
Islamic scholarship. Genuine interpretations, grounded in the Qur'an and
traditional narratives, underscore key themes of patience, the pursuit of justice, the
imperative of community unity among Muslims, and a firm rejection of violence
as a means of achieving goals.

In concluding, this study asserts that a meticulous and comparative rereading of
eschatological narrations, anchored in the teachings of the Qur'an, can significantly
clarify the authentic discourse surrounding the Mahdi. Such an approach not only
seeks to prevent the extremist misappropriation of Islamic teachings but also aims
to foster a sense of solidarity and unity within the Muslim community. By
reinforcing a shared understanding of eschatological principles that emphasize
compassion, justice, and communal well-being, this research advocates for a
collective resistance against the divisive ideologies perpetuated by Takfiri
movements.

In sum, this study contributes to the discourse on Islamic eschatology, providing
critical insights into the need for authentic interpretations that can combat radical
narratives. It highlights the importance of scholarly engagement in reclaiming the
teachings of Islam from those who seek to misuse them for misguided purposes.
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