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Abstract

Civil liability obligations in emergency situations play a crucial role in
promoting social cohesion and safeguarding human rights, particularly
through the lens of Islamic cultural principles and social trust. This study
aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the influence of Islamic
principles on civil liability obligations and to examine their relationship
with social trust in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt. Employing a
qualitative, non-survey, descriptive-analytical approach, data were
collected through extensive library and documentary research. Findings
indicate that in Iran, jurisprudential principles such as La Dharar (no harm)
and Tasbib (causation), grounded in Article 1 of the Civil Liability Act of
1960 (1339 SH), form the foundation of civil liability obligations.
However, the absence of explicit criminalization of failure to assist limits
the practical enforcement of these obligations. In Egypt, Article 242 of the
Penal Code strengthens the duty to rescue by criminalizing inaction,
although technological challenges and limited access to emergency
infrastructures in some regions hinder full implementation. The
comparative analysis suggests that harmonizing Islamic jurisprudential
principles with the development of emergency technologies and public
education can reinforce rescue obligations, enhance social trust, and
reduce human losses. Consequently, the study emphasizes the necessity of
revising civil liability laws in Iran, enhancing technological capacities,
and promoting a rescue culture rooted in Islamic principles.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study presents a comparative analysis of civil liability in emergency situations within the legal frameworks of
Iran and Egypt, emphasizing the interconnection between Islamic cultural principles and social trust. In both countries,
concepts such as La Dharar (no harm), preservation of life, and lhsan (benevolence) serve not only as jurisprudential
norms but also as foundational cultural values shaping mutual trust and the moral obligation to aid others. In Iran, the
lack of explicit criminalization of omission and the difficulty of proving negligence within the civil liability framework
reduce individual incentives for rescue actions, negatively impacting social trust. In contrast, in Egypt, the
criminalization of inaction and clear legal safeguards ensure the enforcement of obligations, reinforcing a culture of
civic participation and public trust. Nonetheless, challenges such as insufficient emergency infrastructures, unequal
access to technology, and inadequate public education hinder the full realization of these obligations. This research
posits that integrating Islamic jurisprudential principles with clear legal mechanisms and modern emergency
technologies can enhance social trust and mitigate the human costs of inaction. The study aims to identify strengths
and weaknesses in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt and to demonstrate the potential of Islamic values in
simultaneously enhancing legal efficacy and social cohesion. Its originality lies in reinterpreting civil liability arising
from omissions as a practical manifestation of the relationship between Islamic culture, social trust, and modern legal
systems.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, non-survey approach, structured in two primary stages. In the
first stage, fundamental concepts related to altruism, the duty to rescue, and their jurisprudential and legal foundations
in Iran and Egypt were examined through library and documentary sources to establish the theoretical and conceptual
framework, emphasizing Islamic principles such as La Dharar and Tasbib and relevant statutory provisions. In the
second stage, the collected data were analyzed using directed content analysis based on pre-established categories,
including jurisprudential foundations, national legislation, and legal and social manifestations. Concrete cases, such as
traffic accidents and natural disasters, were evaluated as practical examples. Data collection tools included systematic
note-taking from scholarly articles, legal texts, and reliable online sources. The collected data were organized,
classified, and analyzed according to the research plan. This methodology, grounded in authoritative legal and scholarly
sources, enables a coherent theoretical explanation and the development of practical recommendations for promoting
a culture of rescue and revising civil liability laws in Iran and Egypt.

Results And Discussion

The study reveals that Islamic cultural principles—particularly La Dharar, lhsan, and preservation of life—play a
central role in establishing and reinforcing civil liability obligations related to rescuing others in emergencies in both
Iran and Egypt. These principles encompass ethical, social, and legal dimensions, shaping social trust as a key
component of citizen interactions and legal institutions. In Iran, the ethical and cultural emphasis of these principles
reproduces social trust through intrinsic religious values, whereas in Egypt, the direct integration of Islamic principles
into civil and penal law provides legal enforcement mechanisms, strengthening social trust through formal guarantees.
Comparative analysis indicates that both legal systems require three conditions for civil liability: the existence of harm,
a harmful omission, and a causal link. However, differences in technological infrastructure, public education, and legal
tools influence the quality and extent of fulfillment of these obligations. Practical cases such as traffic accidents, natural
disasters, industrial incidents, and medical emergencies highlight the importance of integrating jurisprudential
principles, civil law, and modern technologies to enhance social responsibility and trust. The findings indicate that
combining Islamic cultural principles with legal tools and modern emergency technologies can strengthen social trust,
citizen accountability, and social cohesion while reducing human and legal costs associated with omissions. In Iran,
insufficient public education and limited technological capacity hinder full implementation of obligations, with civil
laws exerting limited influence on fostering a rescue culture. Conversely, in Egypt, explicit penal provisions and more
developed infrastructures encourage proactive action, although marginalized regions remain challenged. Accordingly,
the study emphasizes the need to revise and expand Iran's legal framework, enhance public education, and develop
emergency technologies, while in Egypt, extending technological infrastructures to underserved areas and training
citizens in rescue skills can ensure the full realization of civil liability obligations and social trust. These findings
demonstrate that the integration of jurisprudential principles with legal mechanisms and technology can simultaneously
enhance legal effectiveness, social cohesion, and a culture of rescue.
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