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Introduction

Decree inscriptions constitute a distinct category of epigraphs produced by most dynasties of
the Islamic period in Iran—except during the earliest centuries—and were engraved in the
congregational mosques of major cities, sacred sites, and occasionally in marketplaces,
alongside oral proclamation, to convey the sovereign’s orders to the populace. Inscription on
stone was reserved for decrees of a perpetual and enduring nature; in cases of temporary
exemptions or short-term reductions with a defined time limit, alternative methods of
communication were employed. The intended audience of these stone inscriptions ranged
from the subjects of the entire realm to the inhabitants of a specific locality, and the duration
of enforcement, as stated in the texts, was perpetual. The significance of these decrees lies in
their influence, enduring authority and continued benefit to the people over centuries.
Preservation of such orders—whether on paper or on stone—provided subjects with a
safeguard against the reimposition of remitted taxes. The central questions addressed in this
study concern the actual temporal scope and enforceability of such decrees. In other words,
based on an analysis of some inscriptions issued by Safavid kings, who produced more decree
inscriptions than any other dynasty, it explores the public credibility of exemption documents
and how far the Qajar administration honored decrees from the Safavid era. The main
objective is to examine the status and validity of tax-exemption decrees and to explore the
reasons for their continued importance despite dynastic change. The working hypothesis
emphasizes both the value of these decrees and the public’s awareness of their content and
theme.
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Methodology

This research adopts a historical-comparative method with a qualitative approach,
culminating in the analysis of the collected data. Information was gathered through library-
based research, consulting archival documents, books, articles, and other printed sources.
Data analysis was conducted qualitatively, grounded in reason, logic, and argumentation.

Findings and Conclusion

The study finds that the tradition of granting tax reductions or exemptions—particularly on
staple food items—originating in earlier dynasties and centuries, is carried forward into
Qajar-era stone inscriptions. The decrees contain clear and direct provisions, and sometimes
address this matter incidentally while prohibiting or mandating other issues. They encompass
topics such as granting exemptions, providing reductions, specifying fixed tax amounts and
prohibiting levies and collection of additional taxes. A notable feature is that, although the
decrees concern rural populations, the inscriptions are found in urban mosques or
marketplaces. They are characterized by the use of agricultural terminology, often rooted in
local dialects. These terms are sometimes unique to a specific province and absent elsewhere.
This is solely due to local linguistic variation, and because such terms are not recorded in
historical chronicles, their meanings can often only be recovered through comparison with
similar documents.

These decrees address local matters and are therefore not general orders for the entire
country. Moreover, their issuers are often princes governing the provinces where the
inscriptions are located. Concerning the locations of inscriptions pertaining to agricultural
products, the findings of this study reveal that they are predominantly concentrated in the
southern regions of Iran, primarily within Fars Province. Another agricultural topic appearing
in decree inscriptions concerns qanats—an important but relatively rare subject compared to
other matters addressed in such decree inscriptions, and less common than the numerous
inscriptions serving as identification markers for canals, wells, mills, and similar structures.
These qanat-related inscriptions are confined to the Yazd region.

The most frequently mentioned food item in Qajar decree inscriptions—from the reign of
Fath-Ali Shah to Mozaffar al-Din Shah—is bread. This is accompanied by repeated
references to the bakers’ guild and the granting of tax exemptions or reductions to them more
than to other professions, reflecting the government’s concern for abundance, unrestricted
production by all social classes, and stable prices to maintain social calm. Qajar rulers,
particularly Naser al-Din Shah and Mozaffar al-Din Shah, prioritize the prosperity of bread
production and the prevention of misconduct among bakers through exemptions, and similarly
promote affordable meat by granting tax remissions to butchers. Significantly, the dates of
bread-related decrees do not coincide with years of drought or famine. During natural
disasters, wars, and similar crises, Qajar rulers issued various remissions, but refrained from
engraving them in stone, reasoning that such crises were temporary and did not warrant a
perpetual decree, regardless of the magnitude of the losses.

Tax remissions on livestock also appear in Qajar inscriptions, though less frequently than
in the Safavid period. These are limited to the regions of Yazd and Lar, with subtopics such as
butchery and tanning extending to Kashan, Tehran, and—through a rare nationwide decree
under Mozaffar al-Din Shah—covering both bakeries and butcheries. While Qajar subjects
livelihood depend equally on agriculture and pastoralism, no inscriptions granting tax relief
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on pastures and livestock are found in regions whose economies are based on herding, such as
western Iran or southern areas like Kerman. Tanning, as a subcategory of livestock-related
industries, is exempted only in Kashan, though one might expect such exemptions in regions
like Hamadan, where animal husbandry and related products were significant. In contrast,
when the tax on grape molasses in Neyriz is abolished, the location of the inscription directly
corresponds to the region’s production capacity—though this measure concerns fair pricing
rather than exemption.

Among the other guilds producing animal by-products mentioned in the inscriptions,
there is a brief reference to soap producers. Furthermore, as imported textiles and clothing
grew in popularity, the government sought to protect the members of this guild—comprising
individuals from diverse ethnic and national backgrounds—by prohibiting unlawful
innovations, remitting some treasury revenues, and occasionally granting full tax exemptions
to the textile industry.



